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THE 


PRINCESSE 
CLEVE 


Randeur and Gallantry never ap- 
_. peared 1n greater ſplendour. 1. 
France, than in the Declenſion of 
the Reign of Hezry the Second. 
To the Perſon and Bravery of this Prince, 
Nature had added warm inclinations to main- 
tain the amorous Fire ſhe had originally kind- 
led in him: That the paſſion he thad for Dianz 
of Poittiers, Ducheſs of Yalentinois, under 
which he had labour'd upwards of twenty 
years,, was ſo far from being able to abate of 
its violence, it rather ſeem'd to add Fewel to 
the Flame, 

He had the happineſs to excel in all thoſe 
noble Exerciſes, he judg'd might merit a place 
in his Royal thoughts, amongſt the numbet 
of which he was particularly devoted to 


2 The Princeſs of Cleve, 


Hunting, Tennis - Balls, Running at the 
Ring, and ſuch other generous Divertiſe- 
ments, as might ſuit with the Honour of 
his Preſence. 

Their Appointments were ſeldom made, 
but colourably, to give the King an oppor- 
rumty to recruit the paſſion the Ducheſles 
beauty had ſo many years ſince created in 
him, She leem'd to parallel, if not exceed, 
the tair Model of Madam de /a March, her 
Daughter, then unmarried, in thoſe Gra- 
ces Nature had been prodigal of to them 
both. The Queens preſence ſtill ſeem'd to 
authoriſe hers. 

This Princels, though ſhe had out-worn 
her youthful years, her Face yet ſeem'd to 
. retain the- ruines of a Noble Beauty. She 
was pleaſed to ſet a value on State, Magni- 
ficence, and her Pleaſures , but to ſuch only 
ſhe allowed the honour of her preſence, as 
might not contribute to any diminution of 
her greatneſs. She was married to the King 
when he was Duke of Orleans: The Dau- 
phin, his elder Brother, being then lwing, 
and who fince dyed at Tourmoz, a Prince 
whoſe Birth and Merit had deſign'd hyn for” 
the ſucceſſion of Francis the Firſt, his Royal 
Father. 17 | > 

The ambitious humour of the Queen made 


him keep a ſtraiter Rein upon the Govern- 
| ment, 
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The Princeſs of Cleve! 3 
ment, He thought the would not ſo far ex- 
preſs her reſentment of his paſſion for the 
Ducheſs, that che Sympromes of her Jea- 
Joufie might fall under his notice, She was 
fo well read in the practice of difimulanon, 
that it was impoſſible to pierce further: into 
the Cabinet of her heart, than ſhe was pleas'd 
to allow the Inquiſitor. Policy obliged her 
rointerpoſe the Perſon of this Duchels, that 
ſhe nught the more ealily.inſ{ihuate her ſeif 4n- 
to that of the King, This Prince was pleaſed 
i } todivert himſelf in the converſation of La- 
> { dies, andnort always of thoſe for whom he 

| hadakindnels. He. was ever ready to walt 
1 { upon the; Queen at the uſual hovr, they 
O F} took the Tour, which was always: honoured 
| with the preſenceof rhegreateſt and moſt de- 
ſerving. | yp. -/ 
Never was a Court furniſht with 'a fairer 
ſtock of either Sex. Nature -ſeem'd to have 
taken pleaſure to be moſt lavith of her great- 
eſt Graces tothe greateſt Perſons. The Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth, who had the honour to marry 
with the King of Spaiz, was-pleaſed to ex- 
poſe to the'admiration of the Court, that in- 
comparable 'Beaulity, that prov'd afterwards 
ſo fatal to her. The Lady Adary Steward, 
Queer of $cor/aud, who being defigned to 
marry the Dauphin, had the honour to wear 
the Title- of the Dauphin-Queen, Nature 
E B 2 had 
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had made her fair Model inferior in'no part to 
that of the Princels ; the received ter Educati- .. 
oh in Fraxce, and had taken up.an Ambition 
trom her Infancy (that in deſpice of. her green 
years) the. was reſolved; not only to love, 
but underſtand all ſuch things as:might con+ '} 
tribute to her improvement. The Queen her {| 
Mother-1n-law, and the Princeis the Kings | 

Sifter, were much devoted. to Mulick and 
Poetry, The Vencration. King Francis had 
tor thoſe Sciences, was not yet extinguitſht in | 
France : and the King, who affected all Ex- 
erciles' of the Body, made the Court. the 
Theatre he perform'd them in. But that which | 
render'd it {o ſplendid, was the preſence of | 
ſo many great Princes and Perſons of Merit. | 
Thoſe T ſhall preſume to name here, were e- ' 
qually its Ornament, and its Admiration, 

"The King of Navarre had  ingroſs'd the 

greateſt Reſpect, as pretending to the great- 

eſt Rank, which, joyn'd to the Merit of his 
Perſon, juſtly allow'd him the Honour of it. 
He was lo great a General, that the Duke of F ' 
Guiſe had an Ambition to ſerve under him 1n 
the quality of a private Volunteer. *Tis | 
Truth, the Duke had given ſo grear proofs of 
his Vallour and Conduct, that there was not 
a great Captain 'that could allow his Merit 
Its due Character without Envy, His Cou- 
rage was bound up with other. great Toro 
I - c 
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The Princeſs of Cleve. 5 
he had a Soul as brave as generous, and a 
Capacity ſo great, as if Nature had fitted 
him Tas Marti, quam Mercurio, either for 
War or. Counſel. The Cardinal of Lorain, 
his Brother, brought into the World ſo inſa- 
tiable an Ambition with him, he ſeem'd to 
! have a Defign wholly to ingroſs her to him- 
' ſelf, Nature had added to it, for its advan- 
tage, a Tongue whole Eloquence was made . 
up of Charms. His Studies and Sedulity 
had furniſht him with a ſtupendious ſtock of 
Learning, which he was not wanting on all 
occaſions to imploy in the defence of the 
Church. The Chevalier of Guz{c, after- 
wards called the Grand Prior, was a Prince, 
whoſe Afﬀability and Sweetneſs had juſtly pur- 
chas'd him the reſpect of all that had the 
happineſs to know him. ThePrince of Cozde 
under the {mall dimenſion Nature had mold- 
ed him, by which the teſtified thelittle regard 
ſhe had for his Perlon, had a Soul as haughty 
as great ; and the briskneſs of his Wit had 


-J amply iupply'd Nature's unkind uſage; which 
\ | could nor, with all her envy, rob him of the 
| Honour that was due to his Merit and Qua- 
c lity. The Duke of Nevers, who had ren- 


dred his Age venerable by the Honour of his 
Actions. Theſe compoted the nobler part of 
the glorious Train of the Court: He had 
three Sons as equally as nobly accompliſktzthe - 
Þ}- {ſecond 
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6 The Princeſs of Cleve, 
ſecond'was called the Prince of Cleve, a Gen- 
tleman that truly delterved to ſupport the 
grcatnels of his Family, he was as good as 
great; and he had lo large a ſtock of Prudence 
and Diſcretion, ſuch as Nature ſeldom lodges 
In green heads, The Viſcount of Chartres, 
deicended trom the illuſtrious Family of Yen- 
are (whole name the Princes of the Blood 
think no diſhonour to wear) preſum'd to ſhare 
in cheir Galiuntry with them : He was 1nferi- 
Our, to none <ither in his Perſon or his Cou- 
rage, or any other rich Endowment, that 
can render a Gentleman truly noble. By 
which he had purchasd himſelf ſo great an 
eſteem in the Court, that they thought he 
might deſerve the Honour (if any Man might 
preiume'to 1t) of having his Merit thrown in- 
to the Ballance with that of the Duke of We-- | 
mours, This Prince ſeem'd to have been the 
chiet work of Nature ; that which was the 
leaſt to be admired in him was his Perſon,than 
which the World could not produce a nobler, 
That which lodg'd him above the common 

Sphere of others, was not only his Courage, . | 
which had not it's equal, but the ſweet Har- 
mony that was obſerved 1n all his other Ver: 
tues : they ſeent'd to have conſpired toge-- 
ther to-render him the Worlds wonder. The 
ſweetneſs of his Converſe made him equally 


the ambition-of both Sexes; and he was 
, pleaſed 


i 
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The Princeſs of Cleve. 7 
pleaſed to exprels that Majeſty in all his Exer- 
ciſes, that it ſtill purchaſed him the admira- 
tion of his beholders. The gayety oi his Ha- 
bit had made him the mode of the Court, 
though all his followers had the Misfor- 
tune to fali ſhort of their Pattern, In fine 
there was that Contextureof worth and Ho- 
nour 1n the rich Frame, that whereloever he 
came, he had the happinels toingroſs to him- 
ſelf the reſpe&t of the whole Company. 
There was not a Lady in the Court, whoſe 
coynels would not abate upon his approach , 
neither was there any could boaſt her heart 
proof againſt his Charms , ang as few that 
could forbear to diſcover a paſhon for him, 
though he had not the inclination to inter- 
change the flame. He had ſo great a paſſion 
for Honour, he thought the greateſt toals, 
the nobleſt ſteps to mount up to her. He 
had his choice of Mittreſſes, but only a Pro- 
phet could Divine which of them had the 
happy Fate to entertain his heart, He was 
often obſerved to make his viſits to the Dau- 
phin-Queen, The Beauty of this Princels, 
the Sweetnels of her diſpoſition, and the In- 
duſtry ſhe ſeemed to ule to keep up the Honor 


and Eſteem the Court had for her, joyned 


with the reſpe& ſhe was pleaſed to ſhew this 
Prince, gave a luſpition to ſome, that he. 
might as well love, as admure fo deſerv- 
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g - The Princeſs of Cleve. ' 
ing a Lady. The Duke of Guife, whoſe 
Neece ſhe was, had ſo far advanc'd the Repu- 


tation of his Family by the Honour of this #: 


Match, that his Ambition prompt him to ri- = 
val it with the Princes of the Blood, and 
ſhare in the Power and Authority of the 
Conſtable Morrmorexcy, The management 
of great Aﬀairs the King left to the conduct 
of- the Conſtable ; and was pleas'd to treat 
the Duke of Guiſe, and the Marſhal of St, 
Andre, as his Favourites; bur as for that 
Grace and Favour they were to expect from 
bis Royal Bounty, he never granted them 
with that pleaſure and content, as when they _ 
came recommended from the Duchels of Ya- 
lentinois; and notwithſtanding age had 
robb'd her of her youth, which ſhould main: 
tain the Charms thar firſt captivated him, ſhe 
yet retained that abſolute Empire over his 
Heart, ſhe might be ſtill ſaid ro be Miſtreſs 
both of his Royal Perſon and his Fortune, 
The King had ſo great a kindneſs for the 
Conſtable, that the firſt moment of his 
Reign enlarg'd him from that Exile, ta which 


Francis the Firſt had condemn'd him, The | 


Court was divided between the Duke of Guiſe 
and the Conſtable, who was ſupported by 
the Princes of the Blood : Both Parties made 
it their ambition to purchale an Intereſt in the 


Duchets of Yalentinzois, The Duke of 4*- 
_; male, 
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I 
male, Brother to the Duke of Guiſe, had 


married one of her Daughters, the Conſta. 


FJ « ble ſeem'd to aſpire at the ſame Alkance. He 


was not (atisfied that his eldeſt Son had mar- 
ried Madam Diana, the Kings Daughter by 
a Lady of Piedmont, who had no ſooner dil- 
burthen'd her felt of that mutual Pledge, 
between his Majcſty and her, but waspleas'd 
to retire into a Cloyſter, This Marriage meets 
with ſeveral difficulties, occaſioned by a Pro- 
miſe Monſieur Afontmorency had made to Ma- 
dam de Piennes, one of her Majeſties Maids 
of Honour. And notwithſtanding the King 
was pleaſed to carry himſelf with an indiffe- 
rency between them, the Conſtable thought 
himſelf not ſufficiently prope without the 
favour of the Ducheſs, whereby he might 
divide the intereſt the Houſe of Gaiſe ſeem'd 
by that Alliance to ingrols to its ſelf, Their 
greatneſs had already given ſome diſquiet and 
uneaſinels to her ; ſhe endeavour'd to retard 
the Dauphin's Marriage with the Queen of 
Scotland, The Beauty and dilcretion of this 
young Queen, with the advagtage this Match 
muſt give the Family of Guzſe, ſhe knew not 
how to reliiſh : She had an inveteracy for the 
Cardinal of Zoraiz, who had taken the 1i- 
berty to diſcourle her in a Diale& ſhe could 
by no means underſtand, by which ſhe per- 
ceived he had poſleſled the Queen to her dil: 

advantage. 
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advantage. By thisthe Conſtable diſcoverd 
a diſpoſition in her, which gave him an op- 
portunity of making an Alliance by a Marrt- 
age of Madam /a March, her Daughter, with 
| Monſieur a? Arz1/e, his ſecond Son, who {uc- 
ceeded him in his Government under Charles 
the 9:h, The Conſtable hop'd he ſhould not 
meet the ſame Remora in this ſecond he had 
unhappily tound 1n his eldeſt : But alas, he 
was miſtaken : The Duke 4 Anvile was pal- 
ſionately in love with the Dauphin-Queea 
but what hopes he might have, that ſhe 
would vouchſafe to entertain the Flame, out- 
ſoard the Conſtable's apprehenſion, The 
Marſhal of St. Andre was the only Perſon in 
the Court that ſeem'd to lean to neither fide : 
He was a Favourite whole intereſt ſeldom re- 
garded any thing above his own advantge. 
The King lov'd him from the time he was 
Dauphin ; and fince he has been pleas'd to 
make him a Marſhal of France, in an Age 
ſo raw, 1t could ſcarce 1ntitle another to the 
meaneſt Dignity. The Kings favour gave 
him a great Luſtre, which he was not want- 
ing to improve on all occaſions, to endear 
both his Merit and his Perſon ; which he had 
the happineſs to do, under the advantages of 
a ſplendid Table, to which his Majeſty was a 
l conſtant Gueſt ; the richneſs of his Fur-. 
niture, and gayety of his Equipage, to the 
ſplendor 
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The Printe(s of Cleve. II 
ſplendor whereof his Majeſties Royal Bounty 
was ever contributary. This Prince would 
paſſionately eſpouſe the intereſt of thoſe he 
loved. And notwithſtanding hewas not inrich't 
with the nobleft Qualities, he was not yet 
barren in themall : As he was a great lover 
of Arms, he was no Novice 1n them , For- 
tune {till waited on him with ſuccels, and bar- 
ring the battel of St. Qu12t:ie, his Reign was 
no other than a continued leries of Victory. 
By his Perſonal Courage he ſhared in the 
Honour of the Battel of Re#ty, Piedmont (ub- 
mitted to his Arms, to which he added the 
greateſt luſtre in chafing the Exg2/#/h out of 
France, | 

The Emperour (zr/es the 5th. found'a de- 
clenſion in his Fortune at the Siege of Merz, 
before which he brought the ſtrength borh 
of the Empire and $pa/-: But the diſgrace 
he received at St. Q»z#tine had pur fo great a 
ſtop to his glorious Carreer, he was inforc't 
to {uffer his Rival to ſhare his Fortune with 
him, and treat a Peace, 

The Ducheſs Dowager of Lorain, had 
made the firſt Overture at the Dauphins Mar- 
riage, fince which there has been held a fe- 
cret Negotiation. In fine, Cerca in Artois 
was the place appointed for the Treaty. The 
Cardinal of Zrain, the Conſtable of Mont- 
mrexcy, and the Marihal of St, Andre, were- 
Plent- 
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Plenipotentiartes for the King , the Duke of 
Alva, and the Prince of Oraxge for Philip the 
Second ; the Duke and Duchels of Or/eans 
were the Mediators. Theprincipal Articles 
were,the Marriage of the PrinceſsE/izabeth of 
France with Dox Carlos the Infanta of Spazy, 
and his Majeltics Siſter with the Monfieuf of 
SAaVU0y. 

The King, during the Treaty, continued 
upon the Frontiers, here he received the firſt 
news of the Death of Queen Maryof Englazd, 
His Majeſty forthwith diſpatcht the Earl of 
Randan to Queen Elizabeth, to congratulate 
with her Majeſty her Aſſumption to the 
Crown ; ſhe received him honourably, her 
affairs were in ſo 1ll a poſture at that time, ſhe 
was not a little ſatisfied, that ſo great a Prince 
was pleaſed to pay his firſt reſpects to her. The 
Court diſcourled ſhe was well read in the in- 
tereſt of the Court of France, and the merit 
of thoſe that had rhe honour to compoſe it. 
But for none ſhe ſeemed to exprels ſo great a 
value, as the Duke of Nemoars, the was 
pleaſed to ſpeak with that Honour of this 
Prince, thatthe Ambaſladour upon his return, 


. took the Liberty to declare, he thought no 


Perſon more valuable in her eſteem, than 
the Duke. And did not queſtion upon his 
addreſſes, the Queen might do him the Ho- 


- nour t9 entertain a Paſſion for him, The King 


the 


i. hed 
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The Prince(s of Cleve: 2 
the ſame Evening eommunicated it to the 
Prince, where he commanded the Count 4e 


Ranaan, to give him the Relation, to con- 
firm the Duke in the reſpe& the Queea had for 


him: which he was pleaſed to conclude with 


his advice, not to neglect the favourable 


portunity that ſeemed to court him to ſo much 
. happineſs. The Duke received it at firtt, as 


a piece of raillery, till his Majeſty was pleas'd 
to undeceive him: 7f, Sir, (lays the Duke) 
zu obedience to your Majeſties commands, and 
for your ſervice, 1 ſhall embark my ſelf upon ſe 
extravagant 4 deſign, as to (iz prog a Prin- 
ceſs (whom I have-newver yet had the hoxour to 
k now) ſhould admit me to her Royal Bed, I hope 
your Majeſty will be pleaſed not to divalge the 
vanity of the attempt, till the ſucceſs may juſts- 


fie me to the Publick, The King was pleas'd 


to give him his Royal word, that he would 
depoſe.it in the knowledge of no other Breaſt, 
but the Conſtable's, concluding with the 
Duke,that Secreſie might facilitate the deſign: 
The Count adviſed the Duke to take a Jour- 
ney for England, which he refuſed; and dif- 
patch't Monſieur Liz»erolle, a ſprightly Gen- 


tleman, his Favourite, to ſound the Queens 


incligations, and to endeavour to fix ſome 
obligation upon her. 1n the interim he takes 
a Journey for Bruxels, to givea vilit to the 
Duke of $4v9y, who was there with the King 


of 
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of Spaiz. The denth of Queen Mary'gave 
ſeveral difhiculties to the Treaty, which about 
the end of November broke up, and his Ma- 
jefty return'd to Pris, | 


At laſt there broke forth a Beauty in the 


Court whuc'i drew all ics Eyes upon her, and 
I cannor without injuſtice rank her amonegft 
the indifterent, that could purchaſe ſuch ad- 
miration 1n a place that was fo richly ſtored, 
She was of the Family of the Viſcount de 
Chartres, and one of the greateſt Heirefles of 
France, She had the misfortune to bury her 
Father in her infancy, by which unhappy 
accident, ſhe was lefr to the Guardianſhip of 
Madam ae Chartres, her Mother. She was 
2 Lady of thoſe great Accompliſhments, that 
Fortune, Vertue, and Merit ſeem'd to Have 
conſpired to compleat her fatr model. After 
her Husbands death, ſhe had for fome years 


| made her receſs from Court. During her 


retirement, ſhe was not wanting to give her 
Davghter an Educztion ſuitable to her Qua- 
lity, 1a which ſh2 did not ſo much labour to 
:mprove her Perſon as her better part, which 
ſhe ende2vour'd to embelliſh with Vertue, 
whici renders a Lady truly noble. The ge- 
nerality of others 1magin it ſufficient to for- 
bear to diſcourſe of the vanity of Love; left 


their Chil!-en ſhould be invited to ſtray'out 


of the paths of YVertue, Madam ae (hartres 
WAS 
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The Princeſs of Cleve. I5 
was of a contrary opinion. She was pleaſed 
to paint out love to her Daughter 1n all its 
ſhapes, that ſhe might be the. better able to 
diſcern that part of her which might be the 
moſt dangerous. She 1nforms her of the 
little Sincerity and Candor there is in Man. 
Their Devices, their Infidelity, and the Do- 
meſtick Diſcontents Marriage often plunges 
thoſe into, that alter their condition. On the 
other fide ſhe declares the Happineſs and 
Tranquility that attends a Vertuous Wife 
and what Luſter and Eſteem Piety in a per- 
ſon of Birth and Beauty may purchaſe her. 
And concludes in acquainting her with the 
difficulty to preſerve it ; v hich cannot be bet- 
ter ſecured than by a diftidence in our ſelves, 
and a ſerious application to thoſe things that 
can beſt contribute to our happineſs, which 
is to love our Husbands, and to merit a re- 
turn. ; 

This Lady was at that time one of the 
greateſt Matches of Fraxce; and notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe was but in her greener years, ſhe 
wanted not her choice of Propoſals. Madam 
de Chartres, who was an ambitious Lady, 
ſcarce thought the nobleſt worthy her confi- 
deration. She having now arrived to the ſix- 
teenth year of her Age, ſhe brought her'to 
Court, The firſt that paid his reſpeds ta her, 
upon her arrival, was the Viſcount , who 

was 
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was not a little ſurpriſed, and you cannot 
blame him, at the Beauty of the fair Lady. 
The delicacy of her Meen,(in which York and 
| Laxcaſier ſeer'd to have contended which of | 
F the two ſhould be the moſt prodigal of his | 
Charms ) was the Subject of his admira- | 
tion, | 
The Day following, the young Lady werit : 
to a famous 7talian to purchaſe a Set of 
Jewels. 1 his Gentleman came along with # 
the Queen from Florence ;, and he had raiſed | 
himſelf to that prodigious wealth by his In- | 
duſtry, that his Houſe appeared rather to be | 
F the Palace of a Prince, than the Being of .a | 
Merchant. When ſhe was there, in comes 
the Prince of Cleve: He was ſo tranſported 
atthe ſight of this young Lady, that he could 
not difſemble his ſurpriſe. Madam ae Char- | 
tres could not forbear to anſwer the Princes 
diſcompoſure with a bluſh, after ſhe had a. 
little compoſed her ſelf, ſhe pays her civility 
to the Prince, ſuitable to the Character the 
apprehended he might bear. The Pririce 
beheld her with admiration ;, but he was not 
able to judge who this Lady ſhould be,havin 
never had the honour to {ce her before. He 
perceived by her Perſon, and the numerous 
Retinue that waited on her, that ſhe muſt be 
| of eminent Quality. Her youth perſwaded 
; him ſhe might be a Maid, but ſeeing no 7rd 
| ther 
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ther with her, and the 74/7az giving her the 
Title of Madam, he knew not what to think, 
She ſeemed to receive his Addrefles with a dif- - 
order more than uſual with young Ladies, 
who take* no {mall vanity in the impreſſion 
their Beauty may happily make upon a ſtran- 
ger, The Prince's applications to her, gave 
her ſome impatience to retire z which ſhe 
ſuddenly did : Monſieur az Cleve was pleas'd, 
notwithſtanding her abſence, to ſolace him- 
ſelf, with the hopes to have the happineſs to 
retrieve her again,when he ſhould know wha 
ſhe was. But upon the queſtiog put to the 
{taljan, he could receive no fatisfa&tion : He 
was notwithſtanding lo ſtrangely captivated 
with her Beauty, and that Grace and ſweet- 
neſs that attended it, that from that moment 
he entertained a paſſion for her that was not 
ordinary, In the Evening he went to kiſs 
the Hands of ' his Majeſties Siſter. 

The Princeſs was a Lady of great value, 
for the intereſt ſhe had in the King, which 
was ſo powerful with him, that his Majeſty, 
upon the Peace, was pleaſed to reſtore Pzed- 
»ozt to the Duke of Sawvy for her lake, 
And notwithſtanding the had a diſpoſition to 
marry, yet her Ambition would never ſtoop 
to any thing below a Soveraign ; which was 
the reaſon the refuſed the King of Navarre, 
when he was Duke of Yendome, The Inter. 
| C view, 


3 
[ 
F 
= 
i 
b* 
W 
br 
” 


— _— A OO —— _ 


18 The Princeſs of Cleve. 


view, at Nzce, between Fraxcis the firſt, and 
Paul the third, gave birth to her inclinations 
for the Sevoyara ; ſhe was a perſon of great 
Ingenuity, and a great Judge of the Ingeni- 
ous ; {o that her Apartment was the Theatre 
of the Virtuolo's; and the Court was pleaſed 
to ſpend ſome hours there for its Divertiſce 
mentr, 

The Prince of C:ve was of the nuthber of 
the Vilitants: He was ſo ſwell'd with the 


admiration of young Madam ae Charzres, 


thar he could diſcourſe uponno other Subject. 
He made a publick Narrative of his adven- 
ture, and could not forbear to be laviſh of 
his praiſes of the Lady (though 7zcognira.) 
Madam ———was pleaſed to tell him,thar ſhe 
believed there was no ſuch Creature in being; 
for if there were ſhe muſt needs be known, 
Madam Damper, one of the Princefles La- 
dies of Honour, and an Intimate of Madam 
de Chartres, took the liberty to whiſper her 
Highneſs.1n the Ear, that it might be young 
Madam de Chartres, whom the Prince had 
ſeen: Madam —--turning to the Prince, 


told him, it he would afford her his Compa- 
ny the day following, ſhe would endeavour 
to give hima ſight of the fair Lady he ſeem'd 
to have lo great a paſhon for. The next day 
the young Lady came ; ſhe had fo obliginga 
reception from both Queens, that it ſuffict- 

ently 
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ently demonſtrated the value they had for 
her ; neither were there wanting to attend 
it, both che admiration, and the praiſe of 
the whole Court; She received thew Grace 
and Fayour with ſo {ſweet a modeſty, 'rwas 
hard to diſtinguitth whether ſhe ſeem'd to take 
notice of them or value them moſt. This 
young Lady was pleaſed to put her elf a- 
monglt Madam's Traiv, The Princeſs, after 
the had given a tair Character of her perſon, 
could not forbear to acquaint her with the 1m- 
prefſjons it had made upon the Prince of 
Cleve ; the had go {ooner concluded, but en- 
ters the Prince. Come hither (ſays Madam) 


behold t have made good my word to you, and 


ſatisfie me, if inpreſenting Madam de Char- 
tres #0 you, 1 bave not given you a ſight of the 
fair Lany you are in queſt of ; 1 expects your 
thanks jor ſhewing you Leſſon by which you may 
learn the moxe to admire Zt, 

The Prince was overjoyed when he found 
the Lady, tor whom he had ſo great a paſſion, 
was of a Quality adequate with( her Perſon. 
He made his Addreſles to her, and humbly 
begg'd ſhe would vouchſate to remember he 
was the firlt that laid his Heart at her Feet, 
and before he had the happineſs to be known 
co her, he had an honour and reſpe& for her 
ſuitable to her merit. 

The Chevalier of Guiſe, and the Prince, 

C 2 [Wg 
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two boſlome Friends, took their leave of | 
Madam together. They were no ſooner out | 
but they began a-freſh to lance forth into the 
admiration of this fair Lady, Atlaſt, having | 
walted their ſtock of praiſe, they were forc'd 
to take up. The whole day following they 
gave themſelves the looſe Rein again : This | 
treſh beauty continued a long ſubje&t for the : 
Courts diſcourſe, The Queen was pleaſed to 
ranck her ſelf amongſt the number of her 
admirers, which ſhe ſufficiently evidenc'd by 
the kindneſs ſhe was pleaſed to ſhew her. 

The Da»phiz-Queen made her her Favou- 
rite, laying her Commands upon Madam 4e 
Chartres, her Mother, that ſhe ſhould often 


make her viſits to her : And the Princeſles, 


the Kings Daughters, to declare the Honour 
they had for her, there was not any Diver- 
tilement they thought worthy their Royal pre- 
ſence, in which they made her not a ſharer. 
In fine, ſhe had purchas'd all the Hearts of the 
Court, except that of Madam the Yale ntinozs ; 
not that th.s young Lady gave her any Jea- 
louſie, too long an Experience had confirmed 
her, that ſhe was not to be ſupplanted. She 
had ſo great an 4nveteracy againſt. the Vii- 
count ac Chartres, that the witht the could 
intatl it upon him by a Marriage with one 
of her Daughters. She had already poſleſt 
the Queen, that ſhe could not look kindly 

upon 
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: upon a perſon that bore his Name, nor any 
| for whom he had a kindneſs, = 
The Prince became a paſhonate admirer of 
1 Madam de Chartres, and purſued his fſute 
7 with all the Zeal imaginable ; but he feard —_ 
7 the haughtineſs of Madam de Charzres, her 
7 Mother, would never diſpenſe with her 
] Daughters marriage with a Gentieman that 
was not the head of his Family. This Houle 
was yet ſo noble, that the Count 4 Zz, who 
was its Capital, had the honour to marry 
with a Lady that was nearly related to the 
* Blood Royal. So that this ſeem'd rather the 
? timidity of Love, than any juſt ſubject for his 
% Jealouſie: He had ſeveral Rivals : The Che- 
valier de Guiſe, whoſe Birth, Merit, and the 
Luſter the Royal Favour gave him, rendered 
him the moſt conſiderable. This Princes 
heart became her Priſoner alſo ar the firſt 
{iight. Theſe two had diſcovered each others 
paſſion. - The diſtance pretenſions of this na- 
ture create 1n Rivals, had interrupted their 
ulual Converſation : Their friendſhip began 
to grew chill, and they had ſcarce the power 
to diſguiſe their ſeveral Reſentments: The 
happineſs the Prince of C/eve had to be her 
firlt admirer, appeared to be no ll preſage ; it 
ſeem'd to give him ſome advantage over the 
reſt: The Duke was ſtrongly leagued with 
the Ducheſs of Yale ntinors : ſhe was 4 mortla 
DR 5 Enemy 
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22 The Princeſs of Cleve. 
Enemy to the Viſcount, and this was a ſuf- 
ficient reaſon to divert the Duke of Newers 
conlent to the marriage of his Son witha Neace | 
of his, | 
Madam de Chartres, who had applyed 
her ſelf with ſo much zeal to infuſe Virtue 
into her Daughter, was not wanting to con- 
trive it here, w here it was ſo neceſſary, and 
where there were ſo many dangerous ex3m- 
pics, Armbitton and Gallantry were the foul 
of this Court, they had equally diffuſed 
themielves 2 wong :\t both Sexes, There wet& 
ſo many levera] Tarerefts, and difterent Ca- 
ba's, in which the Women bore a patt, that # 
Afﬀairs tecm'd to mix with Love, and Love 
with buſineſs. No man mult be impartial or 
incitteren:: Their thoughts were either taken 
up how to riſe, to pleaſe, to.lerve, of to 
offend : Tiey knew not what it was to be 
cull or lazy : They were cither diverted with 
aſures or Intrigues: The Lacies ſtudied 
{hs they might rivet themſelves into the fa= 
vour of the Queen, the Dauphin Queen, the 
Queen of Navarre, Madam the Kings Siſter, 
or the Ducheſs of 7 alentinois ; their Incli- 
nations, their Deportment, and their Hu- 
mours made tieir Applications different, 
Thoſe, who kad taken leave of their youth, 
to embrace 2n auſterer retirement, made their 
addreiles 10 her Majeſty , thoſe that had not 
yet 


| 
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\£ | yet diveſted themſelves of their atery ſpright- 
-y | fulneſs, to the Dauphin-Queen. The Queen 
ce | of Navarre wanted not her Favourites allo, 

7 ſhe was young, and had a power over the 
King her Husband, whole intereſt was em- 


ed | | 
1 | bark'd in the ſame bottom with the Conſta- 
n- Þ bes, which gave him a Vogue. The beauty 


1d } of Madain, the Kings Siſter, was a Load- 
| ſtone that had not loſt its virtue , the attract- 
ed alſo on her ſide her number ot Admurers. 
4 3 The Ducheſs of Yalezrizois received none 
+ © both thoſe ſhe thought worthy her regard, 
* few were welcome to her, and only tuch, 
: with whom ſhe could converſe with freedom 
* andconfidence, and who {ympathized with 
her humour ; ſhe took a vanity to lee her 
Court could in its Luſter rival with the 
Queens : The different Cabals, had their 
ſeveral emulations and envy ; neither were 
the Ladies that compoled them exempted 
from their jealoufies either for their Love or 
Favour, The intereſt of greatnets, and the 
ambition to riſe, ſometimes vouchlafed to 
interfere with concerns of little importance. 
There were {ome motions 1n this Court with- 
out diſorder , which rendered it graceful, 
though dangerous to youth. Madam 4e 
JJ Chartres was ſenſible of the peril, and made 
* it hercareto find out an expedient to divert 
her Daughter from it. She deſired her, nor - 
C 4 as 
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24 The Princeſs of Cleve. | 
j as a Mother, but a Friend, that ſhe would | 
| 1mpart to her all the little Gallantries ſhe could | 

mect withal, promiſing her in return to afford 
ji her her condu to carry her through all thoſe 
þ dificulties which imbarraſs youth, 

The Chevyalzer of Gziſe had fo far divulged 
his atic&tion for this Lady, that none could ' 
; pretend to be 1gnorant of it ; but he finds | 
big the Way to compals her was not ſo even, but 
by there were iome Rubs he might unlickily 

timbleat: He was ({enſible that the narrow- 

Z nets of his Fortune, which was not able to 
ſupport the honour of his quality, could not 
| rencer him [o agreeable to this Lady, as the 
Perions thar were conſtderable ; and he was 
farther conicious to himſelf, that his Friends 
wouid never conſent to this Match, when #? 
they conſidered, that rhe marriage of younger | 
Brothers muſt needs debate great Families. 
'The Cardinal of Z-yazz {oon took an occaſion 
to undeceive him ; he was pleaſed to expreſs 
| {1,5 reſentment, and that with no little heat 
| neither : He would rather have been con- 

ſented to any other allyance than that with 
£1e Viſcount, and he did ſo far publiſh his 
antipathy againſt it, that Madain de Chartres 
was ſenſibly offended at it. She made 1t her 
care to convince the Cardinal rhat it was not 
her intention. The Vilcount followed her 


Tk example, but ſzemed more to reſent the Car- 
{ dinals 
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Id © dinals carriage, being ſenſible of the cauſe. 
Id & The Prince of Cleve was not backward to 
d # make known his paſſion to the World, as well 
ſe 3 as the Chevaher de Guiſe had done before him. 
The Duke of Nevers received the news of 
1 this addreſs, not without ſome tokens that 
* diicovered how unwelcome 1t was to him, 
He thought to remind his Son but of his er- 
ror, would oblige him to alter his inclination 
but he was miſtaken, his Son had fixt ſo 
$ ftrong a reſolution upon this Match, no admo- 
3 nitions could make any impreſſion on him : 
: He condemns the deſign, and was lo far 
* tranſported with paſſton at it, that his difor- 
der at laſt reach'd the knowledge of the 
; Court, and amongſt the reſt that of Madam 
ae Chartres, the doubted not but that the 
Duke of Nevers would not think this Mar- 
r1age {ufhciently advantagious for his Son , but 
on the other {ide the could not forbear to won- 
der that the Houſes of C/eve and Guiſe ſhould? 
rather ſeem to fear than covet her allyance, 
The indignation ſhe conceived at this affront, 
put her upon a reſolution ro find ont a perſon 
that might exalt her Daughter above thoſe 
that thought her ſo much below them. After 
ſhe had conſulted her thoughts, ſhe fixes upon 
the Prince Dauphin, Son to the Duke of 
Montpenſier, This was a Gentleman that held 


one of the primeſt Ranks in the Court, Ma- 
dam 


26. The Princeſs of Cleve. 

dam ae Chartres was a Lady of parts; ſhe 
was aſſiſted by the Viſcount,who was a perſon 
of great abilities, and her Daughter a Lady 
conſiderable. She managed her deſign with 
that dexterity and {ucceſs,and Monſieur bad to 
tar embrac'd the motion, ſhe {cem'd almoſt 
to have {urmounted all its difhculties. 

The Vilcount, knowing the power the 
Dauphin Queen had over Monſieur 4e 47 ie, 
thought it not amiſs to 1mploy the 1ntereit of 

taat Princels to engage him to ſerve aae- 
moiſelle a Chartres, both wich his Majeſty and 
the Prince of Montpenſier, whole intimate 
irtend he was. Madam ae Chartres imparts 
it to her Majeſty ; ſhe was pleaſed to receive 
it with a great deal of content and ſatisfaction, 
when ſhes underſtood it would contribute to- 
wards the advancement of a perion ſhe had 
io great a kindnels for. She aſlured the Vit- 
count, that notwithſtanding ſhe was ſenſible 


1t might diſoblige the Cardinal her Uncle, 


the was yet relolved to make good her Royal 
Promiſe. Upon this juſt provocation, that 
ſhe oblerved, the Cardinal ſeem'd daily to be 
more inclinable to the intereſt of the Queen 


than hers. 


Perſons, that are truly honourable, think 


. themſelyes happy in any opportunity that can 


enable them to ſerve their Friends, The 


Viſcount had no {ooner taken his leave, but 


ſhe 
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the immediately diſpatches Monſieur Caftel/arz, 

a Favourite of Monſieur 4e Ani:/e, and who 
was privy to the paſſion he had tor her, to ſ1g- 
nifie to him, that ſhe expected him rhat night 
at Court. Caſtelart received her commands 
with joy and reſpect. This Gentleman was 
of a good Family in the Dauphia ; but had 

a Soul and Spirit too great tor his Birth : He 
was well received by all the Grandees of the 
Court ; and the intimacy that was between 

- the Families of Montmorexcy and de Anvuite, 
- hadits Birth from him. He was a perſon well 

' accompliſh'd, and graceful in his Actions: 
In Muſick and Poetry he did not rhe leaſt ex- 
cel: He had a humour lo ſweet and debonaare, 
and it had fo far indeared him 1n the eſteem 
of Monſieur de Axvile, that he made him 
the Confident of his Amours, between the 
Davphin-Queen and him. This Confidence 
recommended him to this Princeſs, and here 
It was, by his often viſits, that ſhe took up * 
that unfortunate paſſion for him, that in the 


a robb'd her both of her reaſon and her 
IE, 
Monſieur de Anvile failed not to obey her 
| Majeſties Commands, he thought himſelf 
happy that Madam /e Dauphin had vouch- 
faked to impoſe the thing upon him he ſo 
much coveted, He gave her Majeſty his 
word to {erve her init. Madam de Yalentinorc, 
having 
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@ 28 The Princeſs of Cleve, 


having diſcovered the deſign, was not want. 
1ng to throw all the Rubs imaginable 1a che 
way, She had ſo prepoſſcſt the King, that 
when Monſieur de Anzv/e came toiperk to 
him in it, he was pleaſed to let him under- 
ſtand how little he approved of it. He com- 
mands him to fignihe as much to the Prince 
of Montpenſier, You may catily jadge how 
poor Madam de Cyartres retented this tudden 
Rupture, whole unfortunate fuccels gave lo 
great an advantage to her Eneinies, and fo 
much prejudice to her Daughter. 

The Dauphin Queen was plealed to declare 
to Madam ae Chartres the diſcontent the had 
that ſhe could not ſerve her. You ſee Madam, 
(lays the Queen) that my Intereſi is but ſmall, 
Tſtand upon ſo ill terms with the Queen and 
Madam Valentinois, that it is no wonder that 
erther they or their Dependents endeavour to 
diſappoint all my deſires. I have made it my in- 
deauours to pleaſe them: *'Tis true, they hate 
me not for my own ſake, but my Mothers ; 


he has formerly given them ſome jealouſie and 


diſquiet : The King had his paſſions before he 
fixt them on the Ducheſs of Valentinois 5 and 
in the firſt years of his Marriage, when he 
had no Iſſue, and notwith{tanding he loved the 
Ducheſs, he was almoſt reſolved to be divorc'd 


from the Queen, to make room for the Queen 
my Mother, Madam de Valentinois , who 
W715 
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29 

» } was jealous of a Lady whom he had formerly 
e y loved, whoſe Wit and Beauty were able to leſſen 
- } her favour, joyns her intereſt with that of the 
2 ? Conſtable, who never wiſht it(as well as ſhe) that 
- * his Majeity ſhould marry with the Siſter of the 
| Dnke of Guile, They poſſeſt his Majeſty de- 

| ceaſed with their Sentiments, ana notwith- 
\ ſtanding that he mortally hated the Ducheſs of 
{ Valentinois, and /oved the Queen, yet he la- 
boured with them in the prevention of the Di- 
vorce, But to divert all his thoughts of my 
* Mother , they married her into Scotland : 
i They aid it as being neareſt a Concluſion , by 
' which means they diſappointed the King of 
England, who the moſt coveted it. This preci- 
pitation of theirs had like to have made a Rup- 
ture between the two Crowns: Henry the 
Etghth was unſatisfied that he was diſappoint- 
ed of the Queen my Mother, or ſome other 
French Princeſs they had propeunded to him: 
He has been heard to ſay, that the worth and 
Beauty of this Lady was ſo firmly riveted in 
his Royal heart, the faireſt of the Sex muſt de- 
ſpair ever to remove it thence, *Tis true, the 
Oucen my Mother was apreat, but an unfortw- 
nate, Beauty, and that which rendered it the 
more remarkable, was, That the Widow of 
the Duke of Longuevile, had been the ambi- 
tion of three Crowns; but her unhappy Fate 
bad appointed her the meaneſ} Lot, She had 
placid 
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plac'd her in a Kingaom where ſhe conver(t 


with zothing bat miſery and trouble : They are | 


pleaſed to ſay that I reſemble her, but I fear in 


aothing but her unhappy deſtiny ; for what gooa | 
fortune has prepared for me, 1 have not faith to | 


believe 1 jball enjoy. Mademoiſelle de Charters * 


was plealed to reply to the Queen, that theſe 
ſad ſentiments were ill grounded, that ſhe 
mult not two long dwell upon them, but 
that the ought to hope that it would oneday 
anlwer 1ts appearances. 


No man durſt farther purſue the thoughts 
of Madam ae Chartres, either fearing to in- * 
cur his Majeſtics diſpleaſure, or deſpairing of 


{uccels in the Aﬀair a Prince of the Blood has 


miſcarried in. The death of the Duke of 


Nevers his Father, which immediately tol- 
lowed, gave him an intire liberty to gratifze 
his own inclinations ; for as ſoon as he could 
with modeſty diſpence with his appearance 
in publick, he was reſolved to reſign up all 


tis thoughts towards the accompliſhment of 


this Marriage, He thought himſelf happy 
that he could make his Propoſals, in a ſeaſon 
that had given opportunities of difincourage- 
ment to others, and ſome aſſurance to himſelf. 
But that which diſcompoſed his Joy, was, 
that he jeared that his Perſon had not Merit 
enough” to recommend him to her , and he 
was reſolved to prefer her happineſs before 
his Own, The 
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The,Princeſs of Cleve. = 
The Chevalier of G#zz/e had given him 


ſome jealouſie z but when ne confidered that 


it was rather grounded upon the Merit of that 
Prince, than ws Action of Mademoiſelle de 


3 Chartres, he relolveg to'endeavour to diſco- 
7 ver, if he were ſo happy but to know whe- 
7 ther ſhe was pleaſed to allow the paſſion he 
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: had for her : He had not the happineſs to ſee 


her but in the Queens Apartment, or jome 
publick place ; io that he found 1t difficult to 
have the liberty of a tree converlation. Ar 
laſt he found out the means ; he diſcovered 
to her his deſign, and the paſſion that obliged 
him firſt to take it up. He preſt her to ler 
him have the happineſs to know her Scnti- 
ments of him, affuring her, that thole he 
had for her were of that nature, they would 
render him eternally miſerable, if ſhe was 
reſolved wholly to reſign up her obedience 
to her Mothers W1ll. 

The young Lady had a generous Soul, ihe 


was ſenſibly touch'd with the paſſion of the 


Prince of C/evec This acknowledgment ad- 
ed {o great a {weetnels to her Words and An- 
iwers, that it gave him hopes, and he be- 
g2n to flatter himſelf with the lucceſs he fo 
much with: for. 

She gave an account of 1t to her Mother, 
Madam 4e Chartres was pleaſed to tell her, 
that'there was that Grandeur and Worthin 
| tha 
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32 The Princeſs of Cleve. 
that Prince, and he demonſtrated that pru- 
dence and diſcretion in all his actions, that in 


caſe ſhe had an inclination for him, ſhe ſhould 
not want her conſent. Aademorſelle de Char- 


the number of the admirers of his eminent 


_ qualities, that ſhe could marry him with lels 


relu&ancy than another, but confeſt the incli- 
nation ſhe had for him was not ſingular. 

The day following the Prince ſignified his 
intentions to Madam ade Chartres , the was 
pleaſed to conſent, and told him ſhe did not 
doubt but that ſhe gave her Daughter a Hul- 
band that would love her when ſhe beſtowed 
her upon him: the Articles were concluded, the 
King acquainted,and the Match made publick, 

The Prince of Cleve thought himſelt hap- 
py, but not content; it troubled him to ſee 
that the ſentiments of Mademoiſelle de Char- 
tres were no other than the common returns 
due to civility and reſpec : He had not{(as it 1s 
uſual with the enamoured ) the vanity to 
fatter himſelf, that ſhe might have reſerved 
the more obliging for a better ſeaſon. He 
only conſiders the terms upon which he ſtands 
with her, and thinks they may juſtly diſpence 
wirh' the liberty to diſcover them, without 
prejudice to her modeſty, Within few days 
he finds an opportunity to acquaint her with 


his reſentment, 7s zt poſſible (lays the Prince) 
P 4 
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zres anſwered her Mother, that ſhe was of * 
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| ; I may be once ſo haypy as to be yours , at preſent 
Y 7 cannot preſume to think my ſel} ſo fortunate q 
you are pleaſed to treat me with a ſort of kina- 
preſs, it neither gives me ſatisfaction nor con- 
tent : 1 cannot dilcover thoſe convincing paſſte 
* onsof impatience, diſquiet, or aiſorder,. to con- 
; © firma Lover's ſtagaering Faith : You ſeem to 
' be as inſenſiole of my E»ve, as you would vouch- 
ſafe his, whoſe Afﬀection's only grounded npors 
the advantages of your Fortune, not your Per- 
ſon. You will think it ſome 13juflice (replies 
Mademoiſelle de Chartres) ſhould 7 chige yors 
' mow; I know not what further proofs you can 
| 3 acſire to recezve, or me to give, than thoſe Thave 
> © already done, Methinks you [hould believe as 
' well 5 7, my modeſty ought to allow no greater, 
- » Town it (lays the Prince) hat you are pleafed 
: Fogive me ſome little Symptomes with which 1 
could reſt [atisfied, would greater but enfue x 
* But in lieu of thoſe, you are plealed to interpoſe 
* 4 copneſs, which prompts you to this cruelty; 7 
» have not the happineſs to make any impreſſion, 
3 either upon your [nclination or your Heart z ana 
» my Company ſeems to be indiffterently divided 
4 between your trouble and content, Tou ought 
not to queſtion it, (replies Mademoiſelle de 
# Chartres) thoſe often bluſhes F cannot hae; from 
* 70u, ought to be a ſufficient Evigdenes wf the 
 valge I have ſet upon it, As for-your blalbes 
Madam, (ſays the Prince) they ſerpriſe me 
1} wot, 


— 
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not, they are but modeſties baſhful diſcovereys, 
not the hearts , but I aſſure you, 1 ſhall preſume 
#0 take no other advantaoe by them than what 
] juſtly may, 

The young Lady was non-pluſt, ſhe under- 
food not the diſtinCtions the Prince had made. 
Moniteur de (eve, on the otherlide, percetv- 
ed too well how far the was eſtranged from 
any ſentiment to his ſatisfaction, His paſſi- 
on was [0 unhappy, it could make no alterati- 
ON 1n her, 

TheChevalier of Gz;ſereturn'd from a Jour- 
ney tome few days before the Wedding ; he, 
having been made ſenſible of thoſe in{uperable 
difficulties that attended his deſign upon Ma- 
demoiſelle ae Chartyes, reſolved to flatter him- 
ſelf no longer with the vanity of any ſucceſs 
11 it ; yet atthe ſame time he could not for- 
bear to be ſenſibly toucht to ſee her 1n ano- 
thers Arms, His regret was ſo far from ex- 
tinguiſhing his paſſion, it rather enflamed it 
MOre, Mademoiſelle ae Chartres was not 19n0- 
rant of thereſpec&t this Prince had for her ; 
he could not forbear at his return to let her 
know the was the unhappy ſubject of hs 


torment, though he knew ſhe was a perſon of |; 
that worth and honour, ſhe could not con- | 


{ent to make him miſerable without ſome 
pity for him, which he believed ſhe could 


». 


icarce avoid, though he was conſcious to 
him- 


Gt 
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himſelf, her compaſſion could prompt him no 
other thoughts,but that he was ſo. She could 
hot conceal trom Madam de Chartres her Mo- 

ther, the trouble this Prince's paſſion gave 
' her: Madam deChartres admired (and thar 
| juſtly roo)the vertue of her Daughter,tor never 

Lady had either a greater or a more natural ; 
but her admiration did not exceed her wonder, 
that the patſhon of the Prince of C/eve could 
make no deeper an iumprefhon in her, than o- 
thers ſeem'd to do, This made Madam 4e 
Chartres the more zealous to endear her Hus- 
band to her, that the might make her ſenſible 
what returns the ought to make the affection 
he had for her, even when he knew her not ; 
| and to the paſſhon he had ſince declared, in 

y preferring her before the whole number of 

her Sex, and that when no other durſt har- 

; bour a thought for her. 

4% This Marriage was fſolemnized at the 

Louvre ; at night his Majeſty and the two 

Queens, attended with the whole Court, 

were pleaſed to take a Treat from Madam ae 

Chartres, I need not tell you, its fplendor 

and magnificence was proportioned to the 

honour of their Royal Gueſts, The Cheva- 

* lierof G#//e durſt as little venture to diſtin- 

guith himſclf from the reſt, as not to afford 

his aſſiſtance at the Ceremony, But, alas, he 
could {o little diſguiſe his trouble and difor- 
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der, it fell under the notice of ail the Com- 
pany. 


Monſicur ae Cleve dilcovered, that Magde- 
moiſelle de Chartres had not changed her hu- 
mour with-her name, He was lenſible the 
quality of a Husband had given him the 
greater priviiedge, but not the greater place 
1n his Ladies heart. This obliged him(though” 
a Husband) to treat her as a Servant, for he 
ſtill ſeem'd to with for ſomething beyond the 
bare enjoyment of her: And though he 
ſeem'd to live perfectly contented, yet he 
could not think himlelf intirely happy with 
her. The paſhon he had for her was lo vio- 
lent and troubleſome, it diſturbed his joy ; 
though he was yet happy 1n this, that bis 
jealoufie had no ſhare 1n his diſquiet. Never 
was Husband ſo far from taking, nor Wite 
ſo far from giving it. Notwithſtanding ſhe 
vitited the Courts of both the Queens, and 
that of Madam : where,and at her Brorher-in- 
law's, the Duke of Nevers, whoſe Houſe 
was the general Rendezvous, ſhe was expo- 
{ed to the admiration of all the brisk and no- 
ble Youth of the Town : She had a Meen 
that created her ſo great a reſpec, and which 
ſeem'd ſo much a ſtranger to all manner of 
Courtſhip, that the Marſhal of St. A4xare, 
who had a paſhon for her, (notwithſtanding 
he was the moſt confident, and indeed the 
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beſt propt with his Majefties Grace and Fa- 
vour) durſt not preſume to ſhew 1t farther 
than by his ſervices, Many others lay under 
the ſame unhappineſs ; for Madam ae (hartzes 
had added to her Daughters diicretton, fo ex- 
act a condud 1n all her Actions and Deport- 
nt, that ſhe convinc'd the Courr, that that 


Wo: Lady had a Soul fo vertuous, it would 


allow of no 1ll tincture. 
The Duchels of Lorain, as ſhe was pleaſed 


to imploy her intereſt for the concluſion of 
this peace, ſhe was not wanting to contribute 
her endeavours for the advantage of her Son. 
There was a Marriage concluded berween 
him and Madam C/aua?, the Kings ſecond 
Daughter, and the Month of February ap- 
pointed for the Nuptuals. 

Ia the interim the Duke of Nemours itays 
at Bruxells, wholly taken up with his grear 
delign for Ez2/az4d, Dilpatches, and Couri- 
ers paſs and re-paſs daily , his hopes begin 
more and more to {well upon him. In fine, 
Monſieur Ligaerolles adviſes him, it was now 
time that his preſence ſhould endeavour to 
accompliſh the thing he had ſo happily be- 
gun: He received the news with all the joy 
a young ambitious Soul was capable of, that 
law himſelf ſo nigh being handed up into a 
Throne upon his ſingle Merit. His Heart 
was lo immoveably fixt upon the Grandeur 
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of this Fortune, that he would not as much 
as vouchlafe to allow a thought towards the 
difficuitics that might interpole between it and 
him. 

He {ends immediately to Paris his necel- 
ſary Orders for a ſplendid Equipage, that he 
might appear in the Court of England 1 
luiter |uitable to the greatnels of his deſign. 
Not long after he follows himſelf, that he 
might have the honour to be preſent at the 
Weciding of the Duke of Zorazy. 

He came the day before, and as ſoon as he 
arrived, he went to pay his reſpects to the 
King, to give him an account of this Aﬀeair, 
and. receive his Majeſties order and com- 
mands how to govern himlelt init ; he went 
alſo to wait upon her Majeſty ; Madam Cleve 
not being there, ſhe had not the happinels 
cither to ſee him or to know of his arrival. 
Report ( which had been in every perſons 
mouth, ſo laviſh of his praiſes, as of one 
who was the mirrour of the Court, both in 
his merit and his perſon) had amongſt the 
reſt reacht her Ear. Madam, the Dauphin, 
had ſpoken of him at that rate, and fo often 


to her, {he had enflamed the Princeſs of 


Cleve's curiolity, even to a degree of impati- 
ence to have the honour to {ce him, 

She imployed the Wedding-day in dreſſing 
her ſelf to her advantage, that ſhe might ap- 


pear 
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pear with the greater Luſter at the Royal Ball 
and Banquet that was to be made that Night 
at the Louvre : When ſhe came 1n, the Com- 
pany paid their uſual admiration to þer per- 
{on and her habit , the Ball began, and as 
ſhe was dancing with Monſieur de Ge, there 


was 4 noiſe heard at the Door which ſeem'd 


to make room for the entrance of ſome great 
perſon. Madam ae Cleve was juſt diſengaged 
trom the Duke of Gui/e, and was caſting her 
Eye about the noble Company, where to {1n- 
gle out one to ſupply his' place, when the 
King was pleaſed to oblige her to take hin 
that came inlaſt, ſhe turned upon him, and 
beheld his perſon, which at firſt ſight the 
knew to be Monſieur de Nemonrs, he was 
forc'd to walk over ſome Chairs before he 
came to her. This Prince was caſt 1n ſo fair 
a Mold; that 'rwas impoſſible not to be fur- 
priſed with it at the firſt ſight : The induſtry 
he had uled to ſet himſelf forth, very much 
contributed to the gracefulne(s of his perſon , 
and *twas as hard to look on Madam ae Cleve 
without an equal admiration. 

Monſieur de Nemonrs was fo ſtrangely cap- 
tivated with her Beauty, that upon his ap- 


proaches to her, and the return ſh paid the 


reſpects he gave her, he could not forbear to 
ſhew ſome tokens of his admiration ; a ſoft 
murmur of praiſes ſtole through the whole 
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Company ; the King and the two Queens 
were all {urpriſed, and their wonder was not 
{mal], to ſee two perlons dance with that 
grace and francknels together, and yet were 
itrangers to each other, They had no ſooner 
done, but they were called, where they 
were pleaſed to ask them it they had not 4 
reciprocal ambition to know each other, Ma- 
dam, for ry part (lays the Duke of Nemours) 
1 am ſatisfied s but if Madam de Cleve finds 
net theſe fair Marks about me, as 1 have ai(- 
covered inher, to know hey by, 1 beſecch your 
Aaje;.y to ao me the honour to informbher, 141 
veliere (lays Madam Ve Danupbin) your can dt- 
Vine as well as he, [1 aſſure you Madam (re- 
plies Madam deClewve) who ſeew'd to be alittle 
«'ſordered, 7 am not ſo good a Prophet as you are 
pleaſeato think me, Yun gueſs well (lays Ma» 
dam /z Danphin) you h:ve certainly ſome regard 
more t148 0r4inary for the Prince, that you are 
not pleaſed to acknowledoe that you can pueſs 
as well at him as he has done at you. The 
Quzen was pleaſed to interrupt their diſcourſe 
fr the advantage of the Ball; Monſieur de 
Nemozrs took out the Dauphin-Queen , this 
Princels was a perfe&t Beauty, and ſuch ſhe 
did appegr in the Prince's Eye before his Jour- 
ney into F/anders, yet for all this he could not 
but allow the whole night to the admiration 
of this Lady, 


The 
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The Chevalier of Gaiſe that did yet adore 
her, ſat at her Feer, there was not the leaſt 
thing paſt there which gave him not ſome 
diſquiett He look'd upon it as ominous, that 
Fortune ſhould deſtine Monſieur de Nemours 
to have a paſſion for Madam de Cleve, he 
could [carce diſguiſe his regret from being 
dilcoveredin his looks, and was as little able 


to reſtrain his jealouſie from refletions upon 
her Honour, He thought ſhe might be ſen- 


ſibly rouchr with the merit of this Prince 


and he could not torbear to let her know, that 
Monſieur de Nemours was a happy man, that 
could recommend himſelf to her knowledge 
by an adventure, which, with ſo much 
gracefulnels and gallantry, had initiated him 
into her acquaintance, 

Madam ae Cleve returns home {well'd 
with the entertainment ſhe had received at 
Court ; and, notwithſtanding 'twas late, ſhe 
took the liberty to difturb her Mother, to 
ive her the Relation of ir. She was pleaſed 
ro ſpeak of Monſieur de Nemonrs with a 
Countenance, that gave Madam de Chartres 
the ſame jealouſie_ the Chevalier de Guife had 


entertain'd before, 


The day following the Ceremony of the 
Nuptals was performed, There ſhe ſaw him 
with thoſe advantages of Perſon and Gallan- 
try, that they added to her former {| RO. 

The 
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m1 The day after the ſaw him at the Dauphin- 
1k Queens, ſhe {aw him play a ſet at Tennis 
#. with the King, ſhe faw him run at the Ring, 
rl. and ſhe heard him diſcourſe ; but ſhe obſer- 
M! ved that he (o far ſurpaſt all the reſt, that he 
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ingroſt the whole Company to himſelf, by 
the gracefulneſs of his perſon and the brisk- 
neſs of his wit ; this in a ſhort time made no 


ſmall impreſhon 1n her. 
 *Tis certain that Monſieur Vemonrs had an 


inclination for her equally violent with hers, 


4 which gave him that ſweetneſs and delight (: 
it that inſpire deſires to oblige. He cndeavour'd *! 
&' to render himſelt more lovely and amiable 1 
"1, than he was uſed to do, infomuch, that by - |? 
1 often interviews they did diicover fomething 

: 1n each other that was the moſt accompliſhr # 


in the Court, fo that it was hard if they 
thould not delight infinitely in each other, 
The Duchels of Yalentiners was the am- 
bition of all parties; and the King had as 
great a care and fondneſs of her, as in the in- 
tancy of his paſſion : Madam ae Gleve, that 
was 1n an Age which thinks Women no lon- 


. ger amiable than under the years of five and 


twenty, was not a little ſurpriſed at the kind- 
neſs his Majeſty was ſtill pleaſed to have for 
the Ducheſs, who was a Grand-mother, and 
now deſigning the Marriage of her youngeſt 
Daughter: Madam «e Cleve did often dil- 

courle 
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courſe with her Mother of this Subject. 
« How is it poſſible, (ſays ſhe) Madam, that 
£ his Majeſty ſhould yer retain a paſhon for the 
© Duchels ; 'tis ſtrange that he ſhould hx his 
© Heart upon 2 Lady ſuperior to him in years, 


* who has been the Miſtreſs of his Father, 


© and, (if we may preſume to credit report) 
* of others too. ?Tis true, (replies Madam az 
* Chartres) *'ewas neither the Merit, nor yet 
© the Conftancy of Madam ae YValentinorsthat 
* gave birth to'his Majeſties paſſion, nor yer 
© conſerves it ; and *tis 1n this his Majelty 1s 
© the leſs excuſable ; for had this Lady had 
* Beauty, or Youth, ſuitable to her Birth, cr 
* had ſhe had fo much worth as to have loved 
*no other, or that her love to his Majeſty 
* had kept within the limits of Fidelity, or her 
© Aﬀection had had no other regard than his 
© Royal Perſon, abſtracted from the intereſt of 


© Grandeur and Fortune, and without iragloy- | 
* ing that power but for things that were juſt. 


© and honourable for the King tis confeſt a per- 
© {on could not (without ſome injuſtice) have 
© blamed the paſſion of this Prince. If I did 
* believe I ſhould not lye under the unhappy 
* cenſure Women of my years undelervedly 
* do, which take pleaſure to relate the paſſa- 
* ges of the Age they dwell in. I would give 
*you the Relation of their Amours, and feve- 
*ral other intrigues of the Court of the de- 

© ceaſed 
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<ceaſed King, which do not a little ſympa- 
*rhize with thoſe practicable at preſent, I 
© am far from rhole reflections (replyed Ma- 
*£dam de Cleve ) that I am ſorry, Madam, 


©that you have not been pleaſed to inſtruct 
*me in the preſent, and that you have not 


©fearnt me the diſtinct Intereſts and Cabals 
© of the Court. I am 1o 1ll read in them, 
© that I believed there was not a day where- 
©1122 the Conſtable was not in her Majeſties 
©Favour. Your Opinton 1s infinitely remote 
from the truth of it, (anſwers Madam 4de 
© Chartres)the Queen has a perte& Hatred for 
* the Conſtable,and 1t ever the has a power,he 
© will be ſure both to know and feel it. She 
©&s ſenſible that he has often informed the 
*King, that of all his Children, none re- 
* {emble him more than his natural ones. I 
© never ſuſpected a miſunderſtanding here 
© (replies Madam ae Cleve) aiter I had been 
©an Bunch of the care her Majeſty took 
©o ſolace him 1n his Confinement , the joy 
© ſhe was pleaſed to expreſs at his inlarge- 
© ment ; and eſpecially after ſhe had treated 
©him in the famuliar phraſe of Goſſip with 
©the King. If you (hall meaſure (ſays Ma- 
© dam de Chartres) things by their appearan- 
*ces, you will often lye under a miſtake + 
*you muſt know, that Hearts and Tongues 


* kcep here no correſpence together. 


Give 
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| © Give meleave to aſſume my ſtory of the 
F< Ducheſs (fays Madam de Charrres ) and 
© proceed ; You muſt underſtand that ſhe is 
8 © called, The Diana of Poictiers ; her Fami- 
Z © ly is noble, ſhe is deſcended from the an- 
*< cient Dukes of Acquitaiz, her Grand- 
3< father was the Natural Son of Zewss the 
*< Eleventh; in fine, her whole compoſition 
| © is made up of greatnels ; her Father had 
© unfortunately engaged in the quarrel of the 
$ © Conſtable of Bovrtoz, of which you have 
2 © ſooſten heard ; he was condemned to loſe 
> © his Head, and in order to it was conduGed 
+ © to the Scaffold; his Daughter, who ..ad 
© a charming Beauty, and which had alrea- 
* *dy kindled a Flame in the Kings Breaſt, 
# © interpoſed her intereſt , and obtained' his 
- © pardon. *Twas brought him in the fatal 
© <moment he expected the bloody ſtroke ; 

© the fear and terror he lay under had ſo far 
© diſordered his thoughts, 'S was not ſenſ(i- 
* ble of his Majeſties Grace and favour, ſo 
* that the day following put a period to his 

life. His Davghter appeared at Court as 
*the Kings Miſtreſs : the Expedition for /tahy, 
*and the Kings Impriſonment, gave ſome di- 
* verſion to this paſſion, After his Majeſties 
* return from Spaiz, and that Madam the 
*Qucen Regent went to meet him at Bayonne, 
: ſhe took all her Daughters with her,amongſt 
which 


PR. 4. oe " LOT» 
COPE DN ERTIES acre, >» 
__—— 7 Fa = Fa * a4, __ p mY 


— a — 
l + Ts " . = - "> 
2. IX 4 Lv dt 
. by 2 


46 The Princeſs of Cleve, 


*which number was Mademoiſelle de Piſſe- | 
©leu,, afterwards Duchels of d' Eſtampes. | 
©The King law her, and became her prize; 
* ſhe was much 1nferiour, both in her Qua- * 
<lity, Wir, and Beauty, to Madam de Vale n- 3 
© zois, and the had nothing but her youth ro 3 
*©recommend her to his Mayeſties favour: I | 
© have often heard her ſay, that ſhe was born 7 
©the ſame Day the Dziana of Poidtiers was {2 
* married; but her mallice, not the truth, | 
© obliged her to ipeak it: For, if Iam not 
© miſtaken, the Ducheſs of Yalentinois mar- * 
© ried Monſieur de Breze, Grand-Preſident of |” 
© Normandy, at the ſame time the King had ©. 
« firſt a paſſion for Madam 4” E/fampes, There ©* 
« was never a greater picque in Nature than 
c hetween thele two Ladies : The Duchels of :: 
© palentinois could not in her heart pardon *' 
© Madam 4e Eſtampes, notwithſtanding ſhe |: 
© had divefted her of the Title of The Kings 
© Miſtreſs, Madam de Eſlampes had an inve- 3 
©teracy againſt the Ducheſs, becauſe the 
* King ſtill kept her company. This Prince 
< was not always conſtant to his Miſtreſles ; 
© there was one, 'tis true, which wore the # 
© Title and the Honour of it, but the Ladies # 
© of the leſſer Faction, - as they ſtile them, 
thad the happineſs ſometimes to take their 
© turns in his favour. The death of the 
©Dauphin, who dyed at To#ryon, and not | 
© with- '» 
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! < without a ſuſpition of poyſon, gave him no 
| £ {mall Diſquiet : He had not that tenderneſs 
c and affection for his ſecond Son, our preſent 
- 8 < King: He diſcovered nor 1n him thoſe uincl- 
2 < nations to vigour and courage: He was 
2 < plealed to complain to Madam Yalentizois, 
Z < and told her, he would endeavour to create 
7 <a paſſion 1n him for her, thar ſhe might infuſe 
; 3c 1nto him ſomething more noble and gener- 
# < ous, It had the ſucceſs, you lee, *ris up- 
> < wards of twenty years this paſſion had its 
-. *« Birth, and yet has ſtood the ſhock of all dit- 
f + ficulties and alterations. 
4. © His decealed Majeſty endeavour'd to op- 
e © © poſe itin its infancy, and notwithſtanding 
n © he had a kindneſs for the Ducheſs, either 
f ..< prompted by his jealouſie , or Madam 4 
n $6 Eſtampes (who was now upon the point of 
e ©:< deſpair, ſeeing her Enemy in the Dauphin's 
5 < Arms) was pleaſed to look npon this paſ- 
> lion with ſome indignation ; of which he 
© was not wanting to give his ſymptomes g 
*X< his Son neither regarded his Anger nor his 
3< Hatred ; nothing could oblige him either 
23 ©toleſlen the value he had for her, nor yet 
* hide it: At laſt his Majeſty was forc'd to 
* conmve ; the Dauphin's ſtubbornneſs muck 
© abated of his Royal favour, which he con- 
* ferred in 8 greater meaſure upon the Duke 
8 < of Or/eaps, his third Son': He was a Prince + 
on 
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4s The Princeſs of Cleve. 
<0n whom Nature had been laviſh of. her 
© Grace; but he was ſwelled with ſo much 
© heat and ambition, and of a {pirit ſo fierce, 
©that it wanted a Curb, He had been a 
© Prince of great worth and honour, had his 
© Age been lo kind as to have ripened his 
© underſtanding, 

© The quality the Dauphin held, and the fa- 
© your the King was plealed to ſhew the Duke 
© of Orleans, had created fo great an envy 
< between them, it almoit amounted to a de- 
f gree of hatred: It took its being from their 
* infancy, and has continued to this day, The 
© Emperour, when he came through France, 
*oave the precedency to the Duke of Oyle- 
© 25, Which ſo much incenled the Dauphin 
© that he would have obliged the Conſtable 
©to arreſt him without his Majeſties Com- 
©mand. The Conſtable durſt not obey ; the 
*King blamed him that he took not his Sons {# 
© advice, and when he banniſht him the - ! 
Court, his reaſons for it wanted not their dif- ; 
© ferent Interpreters, 

The difference between theſe two Bro- 
< thers gave freth though:s to the Ducheſs 
© de Eſtampes, to endeavour to prop her ſelf 
© with the intereſt of the Duke of Qrleans 
£ againſt the Ducheſs: Ir had its ſuccels : 
© This Prince, without having the leaſt pal- 


©ſion for her, did as zealouſly eſpoule her 
* quazrel 
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* quarrel, as the Dauphin had done the Du- 
 E©cheis. This created two Cabals in the 
* Court, fuch as you may ealily imagine. 
© Thele Intrigues were not limited within the 
* management of the weaker Sex, 
* The Emperour who had a great reſpect 
* for the Duke of Or/eans, had often offer'd 
© him the Duchy of 24az, and in the Arti- 
* <clesof the Peace that was afterwards ' con- 
= .*cluded, he gave him the hopes of the le- 
{ © yenteen Provinces , and his Daughter in 
© marriage with them: The Dauphin neither 
* inclined to the Match nor it ; he employ'd 
©the Conſtable, whom he ever lov'd, to 
© make the King ſcnlible of what importance 
© it would be, to leave his Succeſlor a Brother 
<{opowertul as the Duke of Orleans mult be 
*with the advantage of the Imperial Ally- 
© ahce and theſe Countries, The Conſtable 
© yielded more eaſily to the Dauphins deſign, 
*1n that it was oppoſite to that of Madam 
* @ Eſtampes, who was his declared Enemy, 
# © and who lo paſſionately deſired the Dukes 
; © advancement, | 
+ *<The Dauphan at that time commanded 
© lus Majeſties Army in Champagne, and 
* had reduc'd that of the Empire to thoſe ex- 
* tremities, he had certainly ruin'd it, if the 
* Ducheſs 4” Effampes (fearing thele great ad- 
* vantages might retard the Peace and the ho- 
E ©nout 
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* nour of the Dukes Allyance with the Em- 
c 16? 

perour) had not advis'd the Enemy to ſur- 
* priſe Eſpernay, and the Caſtle of Rzerry, 
* which was their Magazine, they attempt- 
*ed it, and {ucceeded, by which means they 
*prelcrved the Army. 


* This Duchels did not long enjoy the ſuc- | | 


*ceisof her Treaſon : Immediately after dy- 

Ee he | ua / N | - f 
ed the Duke of Orleans at Farmontiers of 4 

* contagious difeale, He was enamoured 


*with one of the greateſt Beauties of the 


* Court, who was plealed to entertain the 
© flime. T thall forbear to name her, tor ſhe 
© hasſince lived under ſocloſe a retirement, 
*and has with ſo much prudence diſguiſed 
"the paſſion ſhe hid for him, we ought 1n 
© juſtice to be tender of her honour. The 
* death of her Husband and the Duke bore 
&even date together, which gave her the free- 
© dom to thew thoſe open marks of her grief 
© and forrow, which otherwile ſhe had been 
© enforc'd to hide, 

* The King did notlong ſurvive the Prince 
© is Son, for he dyed within two years after. 
© He recommends to the Dauphin the Cardi- 
© nal of Tourn0n,and the Admiral a Annebault, 
c without the leaſt mention of the Conſtable, 
© whom he had confined to Chantilly ; not- 
1withitanding his Fathers commands, he calls 
© him home, and makes him the grand Mint- 
© ſter of State, Madam 
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© Madam 4 Ejtampes was diſcarded, and re- 
© ceived all the 1ll Treatment ſhe could EX- 
« pet from ſo powerful and inveterate an E- 
6 12my. The Ducheſs of YValextinois was 
© not {a:ished till the had glutted her felt with 
© her revenge upon this Duchels, and the reft 
< who had faln under her diſpleaſure, Her in- 
| <tereſt has been more ablolute over the King 
1 © {ince he came to the Crown, than when he 
4 © wasthe Dauphin. Theſetwelve years ſince 
1 © he has reign'd ſhe has been the uncontroula- 
> <ble Miſtreis of all his A&tions, ſhe has had 
® <thediſpolal of all Governments and Afﬀeairs, 
2 © ſhe has obliged him to banniſh the Cardinal 
i <of Tournon, the Chancellour, and Yilleray ; 
4. Pha that have endeavour'd to eclyple her 
© power have periſht ih the attempt. The 

; © Count de Taix, Grand Maſter of the Artil- 
4 <lery, who had no kindneſs fer her, taking 
» ©the liberty to reflect upon her Gallants, and 
k particularly the Count ae Brijjac, of whom 
y.cne King had a jealouſie , the fo ſubtilly 
= <plaid her Cards, thar he: Was In diſgrace 
F< and diveſted of his emply: and what ren- 
1 ders the thing more ſtrange, the procured 
'þ it for the Count de Briſ[ac, who by her means 
{had the honour to he lince created a Marſhal 

J< of France, The Kings jealoulte began ro 

' F< (well to that degree in him, he could no 
7 M< longer endure the reft of it : but that which 
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4; 52 | The Princeſs of Cieve. 
£11 another would have appeared more ſharp 
« and violent, was ſtrangely corrected in him, 
by the great reipect he had for this Lady ; 
<In ſo much that he durſt not (tt we may 
©preſume to ule this ſaucy Diale&t with a 
© Prince) remove his Rival, but under the 
« pretence of preferring him to the Govern- !' 
© ment of Piedmont, He has lived there fe- 
© veral years, and only return'd this laſt Win- 
© terf, under a pretext of recruiting the 
© Troops under his command; and for other 
* neceſlary ſupplies for the Army. The am- 
6 | * bition to ſee the Ducheſs of Yalentinois, 
4 © andthe fear of being forgotten, had certain- 
| © ly the greateſt ſhare in that Journey. The 
BA * King was obſerved to receive him coldly 
: * the Family of G«z/e, who loves her not, 
© but yet dares not declare the caule, imploy'd 
* the Viſcount, his mortal Enemy, to obſtruct 
| * the Grant of what he deſign'd himſelf by 
l * his Journey, *Twas no hard matter to {! 
th © compaſs it; the King hated him, and his -? 
BY * preſence gave him no {mall diſquiet ; inſo- * 
* much that he was forc'd to return, without 
* having had the happineſs to reap the fruits * 
*of his Voyage , which was only to give 2} 
| * him an opportunity to re-kindle the Flame 
* his pattion had made in the heart of the 
* Duchels, which he feared his abſence 
* might extinguith: His Majeſty wanted no 
7 other |* 
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* other ſubjects of his jealouſie, but they not 

 ©being known gave him no provocation to | 
* complain. 

* I know not, Daughter, (ſays Madam 
© de Chartres) it you may not find that I have 
© inſtructed you in ſome things more, than 
© ygu are willing to know. Iam lo far from 
complaining, (replyes Madam ae Cleve) 
© that did I not fear to be troublelom to you, 
*I would deſire you to enlarge upon ſeveral 
Circumſtances which Iam ignorant of. 

The paſſion that Monſieur de Nemeurs had 
for Madam de Cleve was fo violent 1n its O- 
riginal, that it ſeem'd to have robb'd him of 
all his content , and the very thoughts of 
thoſe he had a kindneſs for z nay, even ſuch 
with whom he converſt during/her abſence ; 
was his care to frame excules to dilingage 
himlelf from them 5 he could not allow 
himlelf the patience to give Earto their Com- 
plaints, nor make returns to their reproaches, 
Madam /z Dauphin, for whom he had inclina- 
tions not ordinarily paſhonate, yet he wzs 
{carce able to confine them within his Breaſt , 
Madam ae Cleve. had made that impreffion 
there, His impatience for England began 
to cool, he ſeem'd not to purſue with much 
Zeal his neceſſary diſpatches for that Jour- 
ney. 

He ofren made his viſits to the Dauphin- 
E-2 Queen, 
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Queen, that he might have the happineſs to 
pay his reſpects to Madm de Cleve, who was 
trequently there ; neither was he concern'd 
at the liberty ſome took to imagin (what 0- 
thers thought) of the paſſion he had for that 
Princeſs. Madam de Cleve was of that Va- 
lJue with lum, he was reſolved rather to hade 
trom her the ſentiments of his heart, than cx- 
poſe her honour to the publick, He forbore 
even 10 communicate it to the Viſcount dz 
Ghartres, who was Iis Confſident, and to 
whom his Boſome lay ever open, He uſed 


a Conduct fo prudent, and which he mana- 


ged with to much carc, that the Argusr's of 
rhe Court could not dilcover the leaſt ſymp- 
tome of any kindneſs for th;s Lady, ng in 
the Chevalier ae Guiſe, Madam de Glee 
her felt h2d continued a ſtranger to them, 
had not the inclination ſhe had tor that Prince 
obliged her to keep a clole Watch on all his 
Adtions, which at laſt convinc'd her. 

_ She {cem'd not to have the ſame diſpoſiti- 
onto mike an Overture of this adventure 
to her Mother, as ſhe had already done by all 
the reſt, ſhe was relolved ro lodge it in no 
other Breaſt but her own » but alas, ſhe was 
miſtaken ; Madam de Chartres was as ſenſible 
of it as of her Jove. for this Prince, the 
knowledge of which gave her no ſmall dif- 
quiet, She underſtood the danger this poor 

young 
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young Lady was expoſed unto, by the at- 
te&tion ſhe had for a perion of this Prince's 
' Merit: Her jealoufie was afrerwards unhappt- 

ly confirmed by a paſlage which ſuddenly en- 
ſued. 

The Marſhil of St. Andre, who courted: 
all opportunities to make his ſplend'd Treats, 
humbly begg'd of his M jjeſty, that he wouid 
with the two Queens do him the honour to 
take a Collation at his houſe, which was 
newly fiaiſht, *Twas thought he did it colou- 
rably, that Madam de Cleve might ſhare 1n 
the greatneſs of this Entertainment, in which 
no man could poſſibly be more prodigal or 
profule. 

Some few days before that which was ap- 
pointed for the Supper, the Davplun King, 
' who had not his health, was indiipoled and 
5 


admitted of no viſits. The Qneen, his La- 
* dy, had ſpent the whole day with him , the 
* Dauphin being better 1a the Evening, the 
3 perlonsof quality, who came to watt upon 
= him, were introduc'd into his Bed-Chamber. 
* TheQueen was pleaſed to withdraw into ano- 
ther Chamber, where ſhe found Madam 4e 
C/eve, and ſome other Ladies, with whom ſhe 
was moſt familiarly plexfed to converie. 

It being now late, and her Majeſty not 
dreſt, {he went not to wait upon the Q 1cen, 
but obliged them to excuſe her « ſhe gives or- 
E 4 der 
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der for her Jewels to be brought to her, that 
ſhe might give Madam de Cleve her choice of 
them to wear at the Ball the Marſhal was to 
make. In the interim in comes the Prince 
of Copae, his quality gave him a free entrance 
every where, Yeu come (lays the Queen to 
him) from the King my Husband, pray what 
news have you there? They are maintaining, 
2A iaarm, (replyes the Prince} a ſtrong Argu- |. 
ment againſt the Duke of Nemours, amd he 
aefenas the Theſis with that heat and obſtina- 
ey, as if be hinfelf were the ſubjeft of it. 
1 {elieve he has a Miſlreſs that may be uneaſie 
fo him at a Ball, that he thinks is ſo trouble- 
fore aA thing r0 fig her there. How, (lays 
che Daupiiin-Queen) wil! Aonſienr de Ne- 
mours be fo unkiaa as to ipoſe npor his 14t- 
[ireſs? This Power methinks might better ſute | 
with the authority of 4 Husband, than the \ 
obſequionſneſs of a Servant, Monſieur de * 
Nemours (anſwers the Prince) finds by expe- 
rience, that they are the moſt in(upportable 
things in Nature to a poor Lover , for if he 
be fo happy that his Miſireſs has a paſſion for 
him, be W271! be fare to [land the Teſt ana 
Tryal of her jrowns fot ſeveral days together. 
Tre ſays there's not a Lady of them all but will 
be jo diverted with the vanity of the Habit ſhe 
mans appear in; ſhe cannot be at leijurt as 
724ch as to ailow a thought towards him: And 
COm- 
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concludes the folly epidemical : Nay he does wot 
reſt here , he is ſenſible that when they are at 
theſe Balls, they have no other thoughts but to 
pleaſe in general: and if once they begin to 
ſet a value on their own Beauties, he fears the 
Servant has the leaſt ſhare in their admiration 
of it, He argnesyet farther, if it be a mans 
unhappineſs to le negletted, his torment is the 
greater in one of theſe Aſſemblies, where his 
Miſtreſs takes no notice of them ; for the 
more they are honoured in publick, the more mi- 
ſerable does a man think himſelf that's [ſighted 
bj them: They are jealous that their Beauty 
gives Birth to paſſions to their prejudice : And 
affirms there is no greater torment than to ſee 
her there, 

Madam ae. C/eve though ſhe had given 
> Ear.to what the Prince had ſaid, yet fſeem'd 
7 to take no notice of it. She was ſenſible 
3 what intereſt the had 1n the opinion of Mon- 
3 fieur de Nemonrs, and above all the uncafie- 
3 nels the preſence of his Miftrels would give 
3 him there where he could nct be, the King 
was diſpatching him to the Duke of Fer- 
raya, - 

The Dauphin-Queen could not forbear to 
{mile, as well as the Prince who condemned 
the Dukes opinion, There 32s only one occaſi- 
on (lays the Prince) i» which Monſiear de 
Nemours caz diſpence with her preſence there, 
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and that neither but when'tis given by himſelf; 
and he was pleaſed to tell us, that the laſt year 
he pave one to your Majeſty; and ſays, his 
Miſtreſs did him the honour to come, under 4 
pretence to wait on you, *Tis an obligition 4 
Miſtreſs lays upon a Servant, when ſhe 1s pleaſ- 
cd to delizht in the Divertiſcments he makes 
her. And your Majeſty muſt think it n0t 4 
little pleaſing to a Lover, that his Miſlreſs 
fees bim Faſter of a Place, the Conrt is pleaſed 
to do him the honour to compoſe,and which gives 
her an opportunity to be an Eye-witneſs of the 
Gallantry with which he acquits himſelf. Mon- 
fiear de Nemours (lays the Dauphin-Queen) 
had reaſon to allow it there, where the numbers 
were fo great of thoſe who wear the Titles 
ef his Miſtreſſes, that had they not been there, 
the Ball had beep but thin, 

The diſcour{e the Prince of Conde uſed in 
o1ving her Majeſty the {cntiment of Monſieur 
ae Nexonrs concerning Balls, diverted Ma- 
dam ae Cleves thoughts from that intended 
by the Marſhal de St. Andre. She was eaſily 
convinc'd it was unhandſome to receive a 
Treat from one that lov'd her; and was 
glad of the opportunity to decline it to oblige 
the Prince, She accepted notwithſtanding 
of the favour of the Danphin-Queen ; and 
in the Evening ſhe ſhew'd them to her Mo- 


ther; ſhe told her ſhe had no deſign to ule 
' them, 
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them, and that ſhe was ſenſible the Marſhal 
d: St, Andre made this ſplendid Entertain- 
ment, to give himſelf the occaſion to ſhew 
the honour he has for her, and queſtioned 
not but he would have the vanity to boaſt his 
happineſs, that he made her a ſharerinits 
© and I hear (ſays ſhe) under that unhappy pre- 
© text he may involve me in ſome trouble and 
© INCONVENIENCE, 

Madam ae Chartes was pleaſed: to oppoſe 
her Daughters Opinion, as being ſingular ; 
but diſcovering her obſtinacy, ſhe yielded to 
it; and adviſed her to feign her ſelf indifpoſed, 
for ſhe believed no other excuſe would be al- 
lowed but that, which ſhe was obliged to 
diſguiſe with privacy and diſcretion too, leſt 
it ſhould reach the knowledge of the Com- 
pany, and expole her to its cenſure. Madam 
ae Cleve conlents to pals the time away with 
her Mother, ſhe had no inclination for the 
place, ſhe thought not happy without the 
Princes preſence, who leaves the Court be- 
on the day that brought her heart to the 
teſt. 

Monſieur de Nemonrs returns the day after 
the Ball, and was informed the was not there ; 
but not knowing whether ſome might not 
report to her the diſcourſe he maintained in 
the Dauphins Chamber, he began to queſti- 
on if he was fo happy as at fitlt he thought 
Iumſelf, The 
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The day after his arrival he waited upon 
the Queen, and as he was diſcourſing with 
Madam the Dauphin,came in Madam ae Char- 
tres, and Madam ae Cleve, her Daughter, to 
pay their Reſpects to their Majeſties. Ma- 
dam ae Cleve was 1n a careleſs dreſs, that ſhe 
might the better palliate the indiſpolition ſhe 
had borrowed ; but ſhe had this unhappinels, 
her Face did not correſpond with the Coun- 
tericit, You look ſo well (lays Madam the 
Dauphin) 1o:hing can coxvince my thoughts 
that you have been otherwiſe, 1 fear the 
Prince of Conde's repetition of the Argument 
Afouſieur de Nemours held in the Dauphin s 
Bea-Chamber in prejuaice of Balis, has had 
an ill influexce upon you; you thought you ſhould 
ao the Marital too great an honour in ſharing 
in the noble Treat he gave the Court, and 
therefore vonchſafed us not your Company, Ma- 
dam az Cleve could not forbear to bluſh, for 
the was ſenſible of what Madam the Dau- 
phin gueſt {o well at: And the more, becauſe 
the was pleated to hint 1t to her 1n the Prin- 
ces prelence. 

From hence her Mother judg'd the reaſon 
why the declined the Ball, and to prevent 
Monſieur de Nemours apprehenſion of it ; 
was pleaſed to reply to the Dauphin-Queen. 
Madam, (\ays the) your Majeſty does my Daugh- 
ter a preater honour than ſhe deſerves, She 

was 
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was unfeionedly ill, but 1 think had 1 not in- 
terpoſed my authority,ſhe had expoſed her health 
to wait on your Majeſties, to have had the 
pleaſure to ſhare in the laſt Nights Divertiſe- 
ment the Marſhal was pleaſed to pgrve you. 
Madam the Dauphin was ſatisfied with what 
Madam ae Chartres told her , but Monſieur 
de Nemours was not a little concerned, that 
there was a colour forit. Notwithſtanding 
that the bluſhes of Madam ae Cleve delerved 
to juſtifie the truth: Madam de Chartres was 
ſenſibly offended that ſhe had given Monſieur 
de Nemonrs the vanity to believe he had pre- 
vented her appearance there , and Madam 
ae Cleve on the other ſide could icarce c1i- 
guiſe her reſentment, that any ſhould harbour 
that opinion of her. 2. 
Notwithſtanding that the Congrels at C7- 
rean was broken up, the Negotiations for a 
Peace ſtill continued, things at laſt were fo 
happily diſpoſed, rhat towards the end of 
February they met again at Catean Cambreſis. 
His Majeſty was pleaſed to commiſſion the 
lame Plenipotentiaries he had before, The 
ablence of the Marſhal of St. A2are removed 
a Rival, who was to be feared, nor io much 
for the impreſſion his Merit could make upon 
4 the heart of this Lady, as for the guard his 
g watchiul Eye kept upon all thoſe that made 
& their addreſles to her, 


Madam 
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Madam ae Chartres was not willing her 
Daughter ſhould underſtand ſhe had diſco- 
vered her paſſion for the Prince, to prevent 
her Jealouſie of thole things the had an inten- 
tion to diſcourſe her in, ſhe took an occaſion 
one day to enJarge (and paſſionately too) up- 
on his Worth and Merit, but could not for- 
bear to mix ſome Venome with his Praile, to 
make her f{ick with him. She told her he 
had ſo great a ſtock of Prudence, it would 
not allow him the vanity to be amorous, and 
that his Converſation with Ladies was only 
his divertiſement. *T7s thought (lays ſhe) he 
has a paſſn for the Dauphin-Queen, 1 meet 
him oftenthere , and I adviſe you to decline his 
companys for the Court, being an Eye-witze(s 
of the kindxeſs hzr Majeſty 1s pleaſed to ſhew 
you, will be apt to give you the Title of a Con- 
fident; and you ought to be ſenſible what Re- 
putation that will purchaſe you. 1f this Re- 


' port continue long, my adviſe is farther, that 


you pay not ſuch often viſits to that Queen, leſt 


you find your ſelf embroil'd in one of the Gallan- 
tries of the Conrt, 

Madam ae Cleve (which was a ſtranger to 
the Amours of the Dauphin-Queen and 
him) was ſurpriſed at the knowledge of it ; 
and when ſhe perceived how much the was 
abaſ(ed in her ; cates of this Prince, ſhe 


could not forbear to diſcover it in her Coun- 
CENAance x 
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tenance ; which ſhe did not well diſguiſe, 
but her Mother took notice of it. There 
came {ome Ladies to give Madam de Chartres 
a viſit, Which interrupted the diſcourſe, and 
Madam ae Cleve retired into her Cloſet. 

Iam notable to exprels the ſorrow and re- 
gret ſhe had at this Relation, and particular- 
ly when it refle&s upon the folly that gave 
birth to her paſſion for Monſieur de Nemoars. 
She durſt not hitherto diſcover 1t to her Mo- 
ther : She was ſenſible the kindneſs ſhe had 
for him was the ſole ambition of Monſieur 
de Cleve ; and you cannot blame her, if ſhe 
could not forbear to quarrel with her fond 
inclinations, that {ſhe ſhould harbour that 
love for another, which was only due to the 
Merit of her Husband. She was ſenſibly 
toucht with a Jealouſie that Monſteur de Ne- 
mours did only interpole his pretence to her, 
4 to facilitate his addrefles to the Dauphin- 
3 Queen; the apprehenſion of it encouraged 
her to communicate it to her Mother, 

In the morning ſhe enters her Mothers 
Chamber, to execute the reloJutions of the 
3 nightbefore, but finding her indiſpoled, ſhe 
4 deferred it to another opportunity, Her di- 

* ſtemper was ſo inconſiderable, that it divert- 
ed not Madam 4e Cleve from waiting upon 
the Dauphin-Queen in the Afternoon, Her 
Majeſty was retired into her Cloſet with two 
Or 
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or three Ladies who had the greateſt ſhare 
in her Bolome. we are, Madam, (lays the 
Queen, diſcovering Madam ae Cleve ) a:[- 
cour(iag of Monſieur de Nemours, and equally 
admire the change we find in him ſince his re- 
turn from Bruxelles. Before his Fourney he 
had an infinity of Miſlreſſes, and he can only 
blame himſelf for it, for he was pleaſed to 
divide himſelf equaily between thoſe of Me- 
rit and thoſe of noxe; but ſince his return, 
there is ſo vreat a Metgmerphoſes, he vouch- 
ſafes neither to regard the one wor other, 1 my 
ſelf percerve it in his humonr, it has loſt its u- 
ſaal gayety, 

Madam de Cleve returns no anſwer : She 
began to think, and not without ſome 1n- 
dignation, that they had taken up this dil- 
courle of the alteration 1n this Prince, only to 
diſcover, it ſhe was not miſtaken, ſome 
marks of her paſſion for him: This began to 
create in her an antipathy againſt the Queen, 
that ſhe ſhould impoſe upon her the reaſons 
of a thing which was beſt known to her ſelf, 
She was not able to hide her reſentment from 
her Majeſty ; the Ladies retiring, ſhe took 
the liberty to addreſs her ſelf to the Queen, 
ſaying, Madam, are you pl:aſed topoint at me, 
when you alone are the ſubject of this change in 
the Prince? You are unkind, (replies the Dau- 


phin-Queen) yow mnſt be ſenſible 1 can keep 
nothing 
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wothing from you. Iconfeſs the Duke before he 
went to Bruxelles, might have ſome intention 
ro let me know he did not hate me , but ſince 
his return, I believe he has forgotten his reſo- 
| lution, 1 declare Iam impatient to know the 
Author of this change, 1 admire he ſhould 
hide it from the Viſcount de Chartres, who 
keeps the Key of his heart, Had he a Paſſion for 
a Perſon 1had a Power over, I might be ſo hap- 
py. as fo underſiand this Alteration, The 
. Dauphin - Queen delivered it in a. Diale&t 

7 Madam deCleve could have 1ll reſented, bur 
'7 that ſhe would not cloud the Debonairneſs of 
* the humour ſhe firſt recerved it 1n. 

Upon her return home to her. Mothers; 
ſhe found her in a worle condition than' when 
ſhe went to Court : Her Feaver was ſo vio- 
lent, that it daily increaſed upon her , Inſo- 
much her Phyſitians judged it would be of 
{ome continuance. Madam ae Cleve was ſo 
ſenſibly afflicted, ſhe quitted not her Mothers 
Chamber. Mounſieur de Cleve paid his vi- 
* ſits daily to Madam de Chartres, notſo much 
# for the intereſt he had in that Lady, or to 
divert his Wites Grief and Sorrow, as to have 
the happineſs to injoy her company z: for his 
Paſſion had abated none of -its primitive Heat 
and Vigour. - 

Mounſteur de Nemoars, who had a kind-_ 
neſs for Mounſieur de Cleve ; took all occaſi- 
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ons to demonitrate it to him, ſince his return 
from Brexelles ; during the diſtemper of Ma- 
dam de Chartres, The Prince found ſeveral 
opportunities of ſeeing Madam ae Cleve, un- 
der a pretence of her Husbands company to 
go abroad with him ; he came not thither, 
but at {uch hours he knew him not to be there; 
and under an excule of waiting for his re- 
turn,he ſpent ſome hours in the withdrawing 
Room, where ſeveral Perſons of Quality 
came daily to pay their Complements of con- 
dolence to the Daughter, upon her Mothers 
indiſpolition. The affliction ſhe lay under 
ſeemed to Mounfieur 4e Nemours to have 
made no alteration in her Beauty, He endea- 
voured to make her ſenſible of the intereſt 
he had in her Grief; but in a diale& fo 
paſtonate, 1t convin'd her that Madam 74 
Dauphin, was not the ſubject of his Change. 
She could ſcarce forbear to diſcover her 
indignation in her countenance ; notwith- 
ſtanding the took pleaſure in his company. 
But when he forbore to vilit her, and that 
ſhe conſidered the Charms her Perſon carried 
with 1t, had given the firſt Flame to his 
Paſſion, the was ſcarce able to forbear to 

hate her ſelf, upon the apprehenſion of it. 
Her Feaver got ſuch footing of her daily, /| 
that her Phyſitians began to deſpair of her | 
Health, ſhe received the fatal Tidings with 
d 
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a Courage worthy of her Piety and Vertue. 
Aﬀter they had taken their laſt leaves of her, 
and the Chamber was cleared of the Compa- 
ny, the calls her Daughter to her. 

we muſt part Daughter (lays Madam ae 
Chartres) taking her by the hand. The dan- 
ger that 1 leave you in, and the occaſion you 
have for me, add to the regret 1 have to leave 
you, TI am ſenſible you have a Paſſion for 


Mounſicur de Nemours, I ask you not 30 con- 
11 me in it, 1 am m0 longer able to make 


uſe of your ſincerity, in your future condutt, 
1 have loug ſince diſcourſed your inclination, 
* but Thave hitherto forborn to ſpeak to you of it, 
3 that 1 might grue you 70 jealouſie, that 1 un- 
aerſtood it, Tow muſt needs be [enſible, that 
you are upon the point of the Precipice, There 
ought to be powerful endeavors uſed to ſtop 
you in your carrear. Refleit upon the Duty you 
owe your. Husband, and forget not alſo that 
that's dye to me, Conſiaer you are going 4- 
bout to Shipwrack the Reputation you have 
gotten, and which 1 have [o paſſionately wiſht 
you, Take up ſtrength and courage to quit the 
Court z Deſire your Husband to take you thence, 
Fear not to purſue thoſe Paths which at firſt 
may ſeem bard and uncaſie to' you. How un- 
pleaſant ſoever they may appear to you in the 
beginning, you will find more ſwartneſs in 
them in the end, than in the Vanities of the 
Court, F 2 if 
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If any other Motives, than thoſe of Piety and 
Obedience, could oblige you to embrace the 
thing 1 wiſh, I woulda tell you, if any thing 
can diſiurb my happineſs ins a better world, 
2t will be the conſtaeration of your Fall, But 
if this miſchief be inevitable, 1 ſhall welcome 
Death with joy, that 1 am not the unhappy 
witneſs of it. 

Madam ae Cleve bathed her Mothers 
hand, which ſhe had inclofed in her own, 
with a flood of Tears. Aadue (lays ſhe) my 
Child, let us put a Period to the diſcourſe, that 
will diſſolve us both into Grief and Tears : 


Forget not (1 beſeech you) the laſt Legacy of | 


your Mother, | FL 

_ Having concluded this ſhort admonition ; 
ſhe turns her ſelf upon her Pillow, and com- 
manding her Daughter to call in her Women, 
the would not aliow her the liberty to reply. 
Madam de C/eve left the Chamber ; and you 
may eaſily conjecture 1n what condition too, 
Madam ac Chartres, gave up all the thoughts 
of the little Remnant of her life, towards a 
preparation for a happier being. She ſpun 
out two days longer, in which time ſhe 
would not admit her Daughter into her pre- 


lence; though ſhe was the only thing of va- 
fue ſhe left behind her. 


Poor Madam de Cleve was diflolved in- 


to trouble and tears, Her Husband never } 
left 
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left her, and as foon as her Mothers eyes 
were cloſed, he conducts her into the Coun” 
try, to remove her from a place which gave 
herno other obje&ts, but of grief and ſorrow. 
"Twas wonderful to obſerve, that notwith- 
ſtanding the memory of her Love and ten- 
derneſs to her, ought to have had the great- 
eſt ſhare in her dilcontent ; the neceflity of 
her Mothers Conduct, toarm her againſt this 
Prince's Charms, had allo its part in it. 
She begins to ſee her unhappineſs ro be thus 
forlorn, 1n an Exigent wherein ſhe was 10 
little Miſtreſs of her thoughts, and in a ſeaſon 
ſhe ſo much wanted one in whoſe Breaſt 
the might depoſit her complaints. The re- 
{pet of Monſieur de Cleve's carriage to her, 
obliged her to wiſh more than ever, that 
ſhe might not be failing in any thing that 
might anſwer her love and duty. She en- 
deavoured to repair her former errour, by 
greater evidences of her kindneis to him, 
rhan ſhe had ſhewn before, She could not 
indure he ſhould part from her, the ſeemed 
(as 1t were) forcibly to fix her (elf upon him 
that he might ſhelter her from the trouble- 
ſome Addrefles of the Duke of Nemonrs. 

The Duke came to give a viſit to Mounſi- 
eur ae Cleve in the Country, with deſign to 
Pay another to' his Lady ; which ſhe refuſed. 
And being ſenſible ſhe could not avoid his 
F 3 Court: 
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' & @ ſubject worthy our Pity, when we con(1der 


4 * 


Courtſhip, ſhe had taken a reſolution to pre- 
vent the occaſion, and not lee him, 

_ Mounſieur de C/eve came to Paris to com- 
pleat his Train, and promiſed his Lady to 
return the next day; but he diſappointed her, 
for he came not till the day following, 7ex- 
pected you all yeſterday (lays Madam de Cleve) 
And 1 ouoht to chiae you for your breach of 
Faith, You muſt believe, if I were capable of 
any new afflittion in the condition I am in, | 
the Death of Madam de Tournon, which * 
was brought me this very Morning, had cer- * 
painly orven it me. Thad been leſs concerned, 


had I mot had the happineſs to know her ; jhe | 


that a young Lady of her Beauty ſhould dye 
ſo ſudenly, asin two dayes, But it troubles 
me moſt, when 1 refiett upomw her as the only | 
Perſon in the world, that was acar to we for © 
her merit and diſcretion, F- 
7 am very ſorry Thave diſappointed you, an- 3 
ſwers Mounfieur de Cleve ; My preſence was Þ 
ſo neceſſary to contribute to the conſolation of | 
4 pooy unfortunate Gentleman, that I could not 
iz bonour leave him. As for Madam de Tour- © 

non, be mot affiicted at her boſs, if” you re- | 
gret 1+ as of 4 Lady, whoſe prudence was ac- | 
ſerving your value and eſteem, Yon make me 
admire you, (lays Madam de Cleve) for I have |; 
often heard you ſay, that there was wot 4 Lady (+ 
in 
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>. || 2» the Court , for whom you had 4a preater 
Honour, 'Tis trae, (replies Mounſieur de 
Cleve,) but you women are incomprehenſible , 
axa when 1 have ſeen them all, I find my ſelf ſo 
happy in you alone, I cannot ſufficiently value 
my own content, You are pleaſed to eſteem me 
more than 1 deſerve (lays Madam de Cleve 
fetching a ſigh,) and if Ihave not hitherto 
tearnt the method to indear my ſelf, give me the 
Leſſon Madam de Tournon has taught you, 'Tis 
long ſince that 1 learnt it, (replyes Mounſieur 
de Cleve) and I was ſenſible ſhe had a paſſuor for 
the Count de Sancerre, ts whom [he gave ſome 
hopes, 1 cannot believe ({ays Madam ae Cleve) 
that Madam de Tournon, after the great an- 
- 3 tipathy ſhe had expreſt for Marriage, when 
; 3 ſhe was a widdow, and the publick declara- 
; & 7tons ſhe made, never to have 4 thonpht for it, 
- & (bould flattter Mounſieur de Sancerre, Had 

* ſhe been ſo juſt (replies Mounſieur de Cleve) 
as to have bounded her folly there, ſhe had not 
given the Court the ſubjeit of ſo mnch diſcourſe 
zo her diſadvantage ; but that which ſurprized 
 & 2t, was, at the ſame time (he gave an equal af- 
3% ſurance to Monſieur Eſtouteville, Axud 7h 
| 2iveyou the relation of it. 


The End of the firſt Book, 
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/OU are not a ſtranger to the Friend- 
ſhip between Saxcerre and me, Yet, 
oreat as it was, when about two years ſince 
he fell in love with Madam de Tournon, he 
made it his buſineſs to conceal it as cloſely 
from me, as from others , and had the dex- 
terity to keep it ſo private, that I never ſul- 
pected any ſuch thing. Madam Tourney 
aftected a way of living 1o extremely retir'd, 
and appear'd afflicted to that degree, for the 
death of her Husband, that it was the gene- 
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cal opinion, there was no comforting of her 
after a loſs ſhe ſo much lamented. She 
ſcarce admitred a viſit from any perlor, but 
Saxcerre's Siſter, nor viſited any other ; and 
at his Siſters Lodging, Saxcerre tell in Love 
with her. 

One Evening there was to be a Play at 
Court ; and all things being ready, the 
Actors waited the coming of the King 
{ and Madam ae Yalentinois , when News was 
! * brought, ſhe was not well, and the King 
| would not come : Every one gueſs d her 
indiſpoſition was really nothing elle but ſome 
quarrel with the King : and though all the 
Court knew how jealous he had been of the 
Marſhal of Br:iſac, while he continued at 
Court, yet the Marſhal being ſome days be- 
fore return'd for Piexznr, we could not 
imagine the caule of their falling out: As I 
was diſcourling of 1t to Saxcerre, Mounſieur 
d"Axville came into the Hall, and whiſper'd 
me in the Ear, that the King was ſo vex'd 
and fo angry it would make any one pity 
him: that when the jars he lately had with 
the Ducheſs of Yaleztinois, about the Mar- 
ſhal Briſac, were compos'd a few days ago, 
the King had given her a Ring, and pray'd 
her to wear it. That as the was a drefling to 
come to the Play, the King miſs'd the Ring 
onherFinger,andask'dwhat was become - = 
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She appear'd aſtoniſh'd ſhe had it not, and 
call'd to her Women for it ; who unluckily, 
or for want of inſtruction to the contrary, 
preſently an{wer'd, 1t was four or tive days 
lince they ſaw it. 

*Tis preciſely {o long, continues Moun- 
fieur 4" Anville, fince the Marſhal Briſac left 
the Court, and the King makes no doubt, but 
as the bid him adieu, ſhe gave him the Ring. 
The thought of this cut the King to the 
quick, and kindled afreſh his late jealouſie in- 
to {o ſudden and violent a flame, that it put 
him 1n an extraordinary paſſion, and made 
him break out into ſharp expreſſions, and very 
reproachful Language againſt her. He is new- 
Iy gone into his Lodgings extremely afflicted, 
but whether more with the thought of the 
Puchels having made a ſacrifice of his Ring 
to the Marſhal By:ſac, or with tear of having 
dilpleas'd her by his paſſion, I cannot reſolve 


you. 
Mounſjeur a' Anw:i/le had no ſooner made 


an end of telling me the News, but I went 


to Saxcerre to acquaint him with it, I told 
it him as a ſecret, newly intruſted with me, 
and charg'd him not to ſpeak of it. 

The morrow betimes I went to my Siſter- 
in-Law's, and found at her Bed-ſide Madam 
de Tournon, who had no great Kindnels for 


Madam de Yalentinois, and knew well enough 


my 
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my Siſter-in-Law had {ſmall reaſon to think 
well of her : Sancerre, when the Play was 
done, went to Madam ae Toxrnon's, and gave 
her an account of the quarrel between the 
King and the Ducheſs, which Madam 4e 
Tournon was then come to relate to my Siſter- 
in-Law, not knowing Saxcerre had had it 
from me. 

Aſſoon as I came up to my Sifter-in-Law, 
ſhe told Madam de Tonurnon I might be truft- 
ed with the Relation ſhe had newly made, 
and, without further expecting permſſion from 
Madam de Toarnon, my Siſter-in-Law told me 
word by word, all Ihad told Saxcerre the 
night before. This,you may believe, ſurpriz'd 
me very much: I looked upon Madam 4e 
Tournon, ſhe appear'd diſorder'd: Her diſor- 
der rais'd a ſuſpition in me: I had not told 
any but Saxcerre the News: as we were 
going from the Play he had quitted me, 
without telling me the reaſon : It came into 
my mind I had heard him ſpeak much in 
_ commendation of Madam de Torurnon : All 
this together open'd my Eyes, and made me 
eaſily to diſcern an intrigue of Gallantry 
between Saxcerre and her, and that when 
he left me, he went to ſee her. | 

I was fo vext to find he kept this Adventure 
from me: Tlet fall ſome expreffions that 
made Madam de Toarnep ſenſible how 1n- 

_ diſcreet 
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diſcreet ſhe had been : I brought her to her 
Coach, and told her at parting, Ienvy'd his 
happineſs who had given her the News of | 
the quarrel between the King and Madam ae | 
Valentino, 

I went preſently in ſearch of Saxcerre, re- 
proached him with his unkindnels, and (with- 
out acquainting him how I made the diſcove- 
ry) I told him, I knew the paſhon he had for 
Madam de Tournen: He was forc'd to contels 
it, and then I told how I came to know it, 
and he as frankly gave me an exact account 
ef their Adventure ; adding, that though he 


were a younger Brother,and could not pretend 


to ſo great a Match, yet he had encourage- 
mentenough from the Lady to try tis fortune. 
You cannot 1magi1ne the ſ(urprile I was in at 
his diſcourſe: I advis'd him to haſten the 
concluſion of the Marriage, and told him he 
mult provide for the worlt, having to deal 
with a Woman that did fo neatly 1mpoſe up- 
on the publick, by a&ting with thar artifice a 
part ſo diftercat from what he knew ſhe really 
was : He an{wer'd, the death of her Husband 
had really troubled her : but the inclination 
ſhe had tor him diſſipated that trouble, and 
ſhe was unwilling the world ſhould on the 
ſudden be witnels of the Change. He ad- 
ded other rea{ons 1n excule of her,which gave 


me light enough to ſee how deeply he was in 


Loye, 


. 
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Love. He aflur'd me he would procure her. 


conſent, to let me know the paſhon he had 
for her, fince ſhe had made the firſt diſcove- 


{ ry towards it : nor was he worle than his 
# word, though ſhe was very loath to give way 
! to an open acknowledgement : angthence- 
| forward I was their Contident to a very high 


meaſure, 
Never did I ſee a Woman carry her ſelf 


| with a Civility ſo ſuitable to the Exigences of 


her Servants condition, yet I confels I won. . 
der'd the ſtill affected tro appear troubled for 
the death of her Husband. Sancerre was ſo 
deeply in Love, and lo pleas'd with her kind 
ulage of him, that he durlt not preſs the 
concluſion of the Marriage, for fear of making 
her ſuſpect he Courted her more for intereſt 
than for Love, Yet he ſpoke to her of it,and ſhe 
appeared willing to be marry'd to him: With 
that the began to quit her ſolitude, and appear 
abroad to the World : She viſited my Siſter- 
in-Lawat ſuch hours ſhe was ture to find ſome 
of the Court at her Lodgings. Saxcerre 
came (eldom thither : but thoſe who were at 
my Siſter-1in-Laws every Night , and ſaw 
Madam ae T o#rz07 frequently there, thought 
her very amuable,  Þ 

She had not long quitted her ſolitude, but 
Sancerre fancy*d the coold in her paſſion for 


«. 
» ? 


him, He often told me lo ; though 1 made 


very 
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very light of it. At laſt when he informed 
me, that inſtead of concluding the marriage, 
ſhe put it off, I thought he had ground e- 
{1 nough for apprehenſion. I anſwer'd, it was no | 
f [ | wonder a pyſſ9n two years old ſhould be @little 
| abated ; and were it ſtill as high as ever,poſſi- 
bly it was not {trong enough to oblige her 
to marry him, yet he had not juſt cauſe of Þ 
complaint, being fatisfy'd ſuch a Marriage * 
would (as to the Publick) be much to her * 
prejudice, not only for that he was not acom- © 
petent Match for her, but that it would reflect | 
upon her Reputation : that all he could deſire, |: 
was, ſhe ſhould not deceive him, by giving 
him falſe hopes, I added, that if the had nor 
the power to marry him, or if ſhe declar'd the 
ir was in Love with another, he muſt not be '? 
# angry nor complain, but continue the eſteem, |! 
and perſevere to pay her the reſpect he had for | 
her : 7 give you, ſaid I, the Counſel 7 would | 
take in the like Caſe , for 1 am ſogreat a Friend | 
ro ſincerity, that I believe ſhould my Miſtreſs | 
or my Wife confeſs to me ingeniouſly, another |! 
better pleas'd them than I, it would trouble me | 
without makiny me angry): 1 Would lay by the |: 
Perſonof a Lover or a Husband, to be at liberty f 
only to adviſe htr and to make my Complaint. 
Madam de Cleves bluſh'd at theſe Words, 
wherein ſhe diſcern'd ſomething ſo nearly re- 


lateing toher preſent condition,that verymuch 
ſ\ur- 
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| ſurpriz'd her, and put her into a diſorder, out 
of which it was not in her power to recover 

her ſelf for ſome time. 
| _ Saxcerre, continues Mounſieur de Cleve, 
dcquainted Madam de Tournen with the ad- 
vice I had given him. But ſhe took that care to 
ſatisfie him, and appear'd ſo much offended 
at his ſuſpitions, that ſhe left him fully affur'd 
of the reallity of her kindneſs for him, How- 
ever ſhe put off the Marriage till after his re- 
turn from a Long Journey he was to take, 
| yet ſhe carry'd her lelf ſo well till his depar- 
> ture, and appear'd fo afflicted at it, that I 
thought as well as Saxcerre ſhe really lov'd 
him. He hath been gone about three months, 
and you have fo wholly taken me up ever 
ſince, I ſcarce had the opportunity to ſee 
Madam ade Tournon 1n his ablence, and knew 
only that Sarncerre was ſuddenly expected, 
 Twodays ago, when I came to Parr, hear- 
/ | ing of herdeath; Ilent to gancerre'sLodgings, 
to enquire what News of him: they ſent me 
Word he was arriv'd the Night before,being 
the very ſame Madam de Towrnon dyed on : || 
went immediately to ſee him, doubting very 
much what condition I ſhould find him in, 
but the trouble I ſaw him under exceeded my 
imagination, 

Never did I ſee ſorrow {o deep, and fo 
Tender: Aſſoon as he ſaw me, he burſt 


into 
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into Tears,and imbracing me, 7 ſhall never [ez 
her more, '{ays he, 1 ſhall never ſee her mxe : 


Jhe is dead ; I was not worthy of her, but 1 ſhall 


quickly follow ber, p 
Having ſaid this, he held his peace : - at- 
terwards from time to time, repeating, ſhe 


1s gone, I ſhall ſee her no more : He fell again 


Mto Tears and Lamentations ; he was like F 
a Man diftracted : He told me he had receiv'd t 
but few Letters from her 1n his abſence, |: 
but that he knew her ſo well he wonder'd not | 
at it, being ſufficiently aflur'd the was al- | 
ways very ſhye of {cnding Letters: yet he | 
made no doubt but ſhe would have been mar- 
ry'd to him at his return. He took her for the 
moſt amiable and moſt faithful Perſon 1n the 
World, and thought ſhe lov'd him with a | 
great deal of tenderneſs, and loſt her. at the 
time he hop'd to have made (ure of her for 
his own for ever. Thele thoughts plung'd 
him into deep affliction, which, I confels, 
mov'd my pity, and made me look upon him 

as an object worthy ſerious Commuteration, 
I was forc'd to leave him to go to the King, 
but promis'd to return 1n a very ſhort time, 
and accordingly didſo, I was never ſo ſur- 
priz'd, as when at my return I found him 
quite another Man : He was in his Chamber 
with fury in his face, ſometimes going, ſome- 
times ſtanding till, as if he had been mad. 
Come, 
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Come, come," lays he to me, Come ſee the 
rſt deſperate of Men: Iam a thouſand times 
more unfortunate than I wis a while apo, and 
what T have yewly heard of Madam de Tournon 
is worſe than ber death: f | 

I look'd on this diſorder as an effet of his 
grief, -and could not imagine any thing 
could be worfe than the death of a Miſtrels 
one loves, and who loves him again. ' I 
cold him, while he kept within bounds, I ap- 
prov'd his pafſion, and pity'd his ſorrow, but 
he was not to expe I ſhould bemoatr hrm 
afy longer, if he gave'himfelf up to deſpair, 
and would run out of his Wits, Happy had 
it 'beex for me, cvwys he, had 7 long ſince 
run out of my Wits, ana 'ty life Foo: Madam 
de Tournofi was falſe ro 19e, and I am ſo nn- 
fortunate, as mot to have diſcover'd her Zit- 
fidelity till the morrow after her death, af a 
time when my heart is at once full of the moſt 
Paſſionate Love Man is capable of, and pierc'd. 
throuzh and through with grief the ſmarteſ! that. 
ever wasfelt;Iretain atthis moment in my fancy 
the impreſſion of her Image as the mode! of per- 
feion, not in myEves only,but inthe Fui:ment 
of all Mankina, when the ſame inſtant I ſee 
my ſelf decein/d, and find jhe deſerves not my 
ſorrow, Yet I am as much troubled at her 
aeath as if ſhe had been true to me, and'reſent _ 
her infidelity as if ſhe were Living: Had I © , 
heard of her inconſtlancy before le had dy a, 
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anger, jealouſic, and rage would have harden'd 
my heart againſt a ſenſe of the loſs of her, but 
the miſery of my condition ts ſuch, 1 am inca- 
pable of comfort, yer know not how to hate her, 

Judge you wherher I was not ſurpriz'd at 
Sancerres expreſhons. I ask'd him how he 
came to know the had been falſe ro him. He 
an{wer'd, I was no ſooner gone out of his 
Chamber, but E/toureville his intimate friend, 
but altogethor a ſtranger to his Love for Ma- | 
dam de Tournon, Came 1n to fee him; 'that as Þ 
ſoon as he ſat down he fell a_ crying, and | 
begg'd his pardon for having conceal'd from 
him what he was now come to tell him, that 
he intreated his pity., thas he was come to 
open his very heart to him, and that of all 
the menin the World, he was the moſt griev'd 
at the death of Madam de Tournon, 

I was ſo ſurpriz'd at his nameling her, that 
though I was juſt upon an{wering,l was more 
orievdat it than he, yet I had not the power 
to lay ſo. He went on with his ſtory, and 
told me he had been fix Months in love with 
her: that he was ſtill for making me acquaint- 


ed with 1t, but ſhe had expreſly. forbidden 


it, and with lo ſtrict a charge he' durſt not 
diſobey her. That he had had the good 
fortune to pleaſe her afloon almoſt as he had | 
fallen in love with her: that they had con- 

ceal'd their paſſion from all the World: that 


he had never been publickly at her houſe, yy 
| c 
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he had the pleaſure to lee himlelt effecually 
capable of making her kay aſide her forrow 
for the death of her Husband, and that juft 
as the dy'd he ſhould have marry'd-her,. and 
that their Marriage, which. really was an 
effect of love, was to have paſt inthe world 
as a pure effect of duty. and obedience : :thiat 
in order to this ſhe had prevail'd with her Fa- 
ther to command her to marry him; to. pre- 
vent the Cenſures of the World, and ftop 
the Mouths of thole who would have cry'd 
out at the great alteration of her Conduct, 
which had appear'd ſo. averle from the 
thoughts of a fecond Marriage. | 
While Exffouteville was ipeaking,. conti- 
hues $axcerre, I believ'd all he laid ; lis:dif- 
courſe ſeem'd fo probable, and the more for 
that about the time he ſatd he firſt fell in 
Love with her, I firft obſerv'd a change in 
her. But the next moment I thought him & 
Lyar or a Mad-man. Lwas going to tei{-hin 
ſo, but was' prevail'd upon by the defire T 
had of a fuller diſcovery, to queſtion hing_ 
further, and to throw 1n objections againſt 
what he ſaid, I proceeded {o far towards 
convincing my felt of my misfortune, that 
he ask'd me if I knew Madam ae Tournon's 
hand-writing: With that; he threw on my 
Bed four Letters of hers, and her Picture; 
At that very inſtant my Brother came m; 
G 2 Eſlon- 
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Eſtoutevilie was ſo blubber'd with crying, he 
was forc*d to go out to avoid being ſeen: 
telling me he would come again in the E- 
vening, to fetch 'what he left with me, 1 
ſent away my Brother, pretendihg: my felt 
ill > ſo impatient was I to read thoſe Letters, 
in hopes to find ſomething there, to make me 
diſ-believe-'what #ſtoutewilie had ſaid. But 
alas, what found T there ? what tendernets, 
what Oaths, whit afſfurances of *marrying; 
tim. Never hadthe 'Writ ſuch Letters to 
me : Thus, adds he;''am I aſſaulted at once 
with grief tor her death, and vexation- for: 
her ftallneſs : Twotevils often compar'd, but 
{ſeldom felt by the ſame perſon at once. To 
my-ſhame be it ſpoken, the loſs of her till 
troubles me more than her inconſtancy, and 
I cannot find in my hear: to think ſhe deſerv'd 
death for her Treachery, Were dhe living 
I ihould take pleaſure 1nreproaching her, and 
taking my Revenge. of her, by letting her 
know how unjuſt ſhe was ; But 1. ſhall never 


ſee her more, lays he again, 7 ſhall newer ſee 


her more, This is the preateſt misfortune : 
Othat 7 could reſtore ber to life though with the 
loſs of my ow ! yet what do I wiſh for? were ſhe 
alzve again, ſhe would be Eſtonteville's: How 
happy was 1 yeſterday, crys he, how happy 


was 1 when the moſt ſorrowful of Men: Tet 


wy ſorrow appear d reaſonable, and it was. 4 


ple a- 
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pleaſure to think it my'\duty never to be com- 
forted : To 'day every thing 1 do methinks is 
unreaſonable't 'T pay a'Paſſion ſhe only feigwd 
for me, that tribute of prief' 1 thought juſtly 
due to a ſincere affection. It is not #n my pow- 
er to hate or to love the memory of her : I am 
incapable of comfort, yet know not' how to 
orieve for her, However. \{ays he, turning 
ſhort towards me, 7 conjure you, take care 
Eftouteville come wot in fight of me, I abhor 
the very name of him. I know well enough 
1 have no cauſe to complain 'of-him, it was my 
fault not to tell him I lod Madam deTournon. 
Had he known it, perhaps he would aever have 
made an addreſs to her, mor ſhe' have been 
falſe to me. He maae it his buſineſs to” find me 
out, to communicate his ſorrows tome, 1 can- 
mot but pity him, Ha, cryes he, has he 
not reaſon to be ſorry, he loVwd Madam de Tour- 
non, was beloved of her, and ſhall never ſee her 
more ; yet I find by my ſelf 1cannot chuſe but 
hate him, However, 1 conjure you once more, 
let me not ſee him. 

Saxcerre after this tell a crying again, he 
was ſorry for .Madam de Tonrnon, he'ſpoke to 
her, and gave her the kindeit expreflions ima- 
ginable : ' preſently he hates her, he com- 
plains 'of her, he Reproaches -and - Curſes 
her : When I obſerved his Condition 
I knew I ſhould want | ſome . help to 
quiet him, I ſent for his Brother, 
G 3 whom 
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whom I had newly left with the King {I 
gavehimthe meeting in the Anti-chamber,to 
ove himan account of Saxcerres condition : 
We gave order to prevent his ſeeing Eſtoute- 
viſle,and ſpent part of theNightin endeavour- 
ing to bring him tos himſelf. This morning 
I tound him more troubled than ever : I lett 
his Brother with him and came to you. 

Iam extremely ſurpriz'd at the News, lays 
Madam de (/eves, 1 thought Madam de Tour- 
non capable either of Love .or Deceit, Tis 
ot poſſible any one, replyes Mounſienr de 
Cleve, ſhould carry her ſelf with greater diſ- 
{mulation or cunning, Obſerve, that when 


Szncerre thought her alter'd as to him, the 


really was {o ; and began to love Eftouteville, 
telling him he was the only Man could make 
her forget the death of her Husband, and for 
whoſe ſake ſhe quitted her Retirement, when 
Saxcerre thought the while it proceeded from 
no other Caule but a Reſolution to appear 
le(s afflicted than formerly : ſhe made it mat- 


| ter of favour to Eſfouteville that ſhe conceal'd 


their correſpondence, and ſeem'd oblig'd by 
her Father to marry him, which ſhe pre- 
tended proceeded purely from the care of 
her reputation, when it was in truth a 
trick to put off Saxcerre, without leaving him 
juſt cauſe of complaint : 7 muſt needs return, 
continues Mounſieur de Cleve, to ſee my un- 


for- 
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fortunate friend,and 1 think you may dowel! togy 
with me to Paris : 'Tis high time for you to ap- 
pear abroad, and Receive thoſe viſits you cannot 
well diſpence with, 

' Madam 4e Cleve's agreed to the propolal, 
and return'd on the Morrow : ſhe found her 
ſelf more at eaſeas to Mounſieur de Nemours 
than ſhe formerly had been : what Madam ae : 
Chartres (aid on her death-Bed, and -lorrow / 
for the loſs of her, had ſo ſulpended her 
thoughts of him, that ſhe thought ſhe ſhould 
be no more troubled with them. 

The ſame Evening ſhe arriv'd, the Queen 
Dauphin gave her a viſit, and having told 
her how. much ſhe ſhar*d in her afflictions, ſhe 
ſaid, todivert her from thoſe ſad thoughts, 

* ſhe would inform her of all that had paſt at 

Court 1n her abſence, and accordingly gave 

her an account of ſeveral particulars. But 

that I bave moſt mind to acquaint you with, 
adds ſhe, zs, that it is moſt certain Monnſieur 
de Nemours zs paſſionately in Love, and that 
he tis ſo far from making any the moſt intimate 
friend he has his Confident in the caſe, there is 
20t 036 can gueſs wha it is he is in love with : 

Though he be ſo deeply in Love it makes him 

neglect, if not quit the hopes of a Crown : 

with that ſhe gave her an account of what 

concern'd the matter of England : what 7 

have told you, ſays ſhe, 1 had from Mounſieur 

Ga d'An- 
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785 dAnville, who zold me this morning the Kins 
H _ bad yeſterday, ſent for Mounſieur de Nemours, 
por Letters receiv'd from Lignerolles, who de- 
ſires leave to return, as not able any longer to 
excuſe to the Queen of England the delays of 
Monnſienr de Nemours, that the Queen begins 
to tate it ill,and that thoughſhe had wot made 2 
poſitive promiſe, ſhe had ſaid enongh to encourage 
the hazarding a Voyage,TheKing read this Let- | 
ter to Mounſieur de Nemonrs, who, inſtead of | 
ipeaking ſeriouſly, as he had done at firſt, fell | 
a laughing and ſcofhng at Li2nerolles hopes ; 
laying, all Exrope would condemn his 1mpru- 
dence,ſhould he undertake a Voyage for Exe- 
/and,' as pretending to Marriage with the 
Queen, without aflurance of ſuccels. 4 
Beſiaes, adds he, 1 could not time my buſineſs | 
| worſe, than to take my Journey at this Fun- 
ture, when the King of Spain makes addreſs 
zo that Oneen for Marriage. In matter of Gal- 
lantry, I confels his Catholick Majeſty were 
no very conſiderable Rival, but in a Treaty 
of Marriage I cafinot think your Majeſty 
would adviſe me to ſtand in competition with 
him. *©Iwould on this occaſion, replys the 
*King, for I know he 1s otherwiſe inclin'd ; 
© and were he not, Queen Mary took lo little 
© pleaſure in the Yoke of $paiz, I cannot be- 
3 lieve her Siſter will undergo it, or ſuffer her 
<ſelf to be blinded with the Glittering of ſo 
© many Crowns on one Head ; If ſhe yield not 
to 
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© tothe ſplendor of ſo many Crowns, ſays 
< Mounſieur de Nemours, *tis probable ſhe 
© will ſeek her happineſs in Love :' She hath 
for fome years''lovd my Lord Courte- 
© xey: Queen Mary too was In love with 
© him, and: would have marry*d him,and with 
* publick conſent of her Kingdom, but that 
© ſhe knew him more taken with the youth 
© and beauty of her Siſter E/:z4/eth, than am- 
© bitious of reigning. Your Majeſty knows her 
©Tealouſie of them made her clap them upPri- 
© ſoners, and afterwards baniſh my LordCoarre- 
©yeyand prevail'd with her at laſt ro reſolve to. 
© marry with the King of Spain. Elizabeth, 
© who now poſſeſſes the Throne of her Siſter, 

{ <will, I believe, ſhortly call home my Lord 
* <© Conrteney, and will rather make choice of 
© him for her Husband, whom ſhe hath Iov'd, 
© and who is really amiable, and hath been a 
© oreat ſufferer for her, than of a Man ſhe hath 
© never ſeen: Were Conrtexey alive, ſays the 
* King, I ſhould be of your -mind, -bur I 
© have been certainly inform'd ſome days fince 
© that he is dead at Padra, whither he was 
baniſhed : But I ſee, adds the King as he 
© left Mounſieur de Nemours, your marriage 
© muſt be made up juſt as the Dauphins was, 
©andEmbaſſadorsmult be ſent to eſpouſe the 


© Queen of E247. 

© Mounſieur a Arville and the YVidame, who 

were'with the King when he '{poke to e- 
monrs, 
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71#urs, are clearly of opinion, nothing could 
diyert him from ſo greata deſign,but the paſſi- 
on he is ſo deeply ingagd in, The Yidame, þ 
who knows him beſt of any man living, hath | 
told Madam de Martignes, he finds fuch a 
change in Mounſieur ae. Nemonrs, he ſcarce 
knows him. And, which he moſt wonders 
at, he cannot obſerve he hath any pri- 
vate Correſpondence ; nor can he diſcover | 


any ſecret haunts he hath, or that he is muſ- | 


fing at any time, which makes the 7;dame be- | 
lieve he holds not correſpondence with the 
erſon he loves: and this is the reaſon he 
thinks himſelf ſo much miſtaken in Moun- 
ſieur de Nemours, to tec him 1in love with a 
Woman that does not love him again. 
What a poylonous diſcourſe was this for 
Madam ade Gleves! How could ſhe chooſe | 
but know her ſelf the Perſon whoſe Name 
was not known? How could ſhe but be deep- 
ly aftected with gratitude and tenderneſs at 
the News ſhe received, by a way not at all 
liable to ſuſpition, that this Prince ſhe had ſo 
reat an inclination for, conceal'd his paſſion 
rom all the World, and {lighted for love of 
her the hopes of a Crown : it 1s impoſſible 
to deſcribe her ſentiments on this occaſion, 


and repreſent to the life the trouble it rais'd 
in her, Had the Queen-Dauphin ey'd her 
more cloſely, ſhe would have eaſily; diſco- 


ver'd ſhe was concern'd at the diſcourſe ; But 
as 
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as ſhe had not the leaſt ſuſpition of the truth, 
ſhe proceeded without taking notice of her ; 
Mounſieur # Azville, adds ſhe, who, as I 
told you, acquainted me with all theſe par- 
ticulars,thinks I know the buſineſs better than 
he, and hath ſo great an opinion of my 
Charms, he believes me the {ole perlon ca- 
pable to caule ſo extraordinary alterations in 
7 Mounſicur de Nemonrs. 
* Theſe laſt Words rais'd another kind of 
- | trouble in Madam 4e Cleve's, very different 
2 & from that ſhe was formerly in. ©I am of his 
> | © mind, (anſwers ſhe,) and 'tis very probable 
© that no leſs than ſuch a Princeſſe as you 
| | <could make him deſpiſe the Queen of Enz- 
! ©/and, Iwould confeſs it, did I know it, re- 
* < plys the Queen-Dauphin, and I ſhould cer- 
# © rainly know 1t, were it true: Paffions of 
* this Nature ſeldom eſcape the diſcovery of 
© thoſe who occaſion them : They are the 
< firſt that diſcern them, Mounfieur de Ne- 
* mours never expreſt for me other than ſlight 


© and ſuperficial complaiſance : yet I obſerve 1! 
* ſo great difference between his preſent and v3 
© former deportment towards me,lI dare aſſure | 


— 
—_— 


* you TI am not the caule of that indifference he 
* ſhews for the Crown of Ezg/and : But Iam 
<ſo taken with your company, I forget my 
< ſelf, and mind not the obligation I am under 
* of ſeeing Madam : you know the peace 1s 


* in a manner concluded, but 'tis poſſible it 
« may 
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92 The-Princeſs of Cleve. 
*may be News to you, that the King of 
© Spazn refuſes to Sign the Articles, but upon 
*condition he ſhall marry that Princeſs,inſtead 
© of the Prince Don Carlos his Son, The King 
* was loath to conſent to it, but hath done 
*Itat laſt, andis newly gone to carry Ma- 
<dam the News: I believe it will much 
* trouble her : what pleaſure can ſhe expect 
* from Marrying a Man of the age and hu- Þ 
* mour of the King of Spain, eſpecially ſhe ſo i} 
« jovial, ſo young, and fo beautiful a Lady, | 
* who expected to Marry a young Prince, for | 
* whom unſeen ſhe had a ſtrong inclination. 

I queſtion whether the King will meet 
with the obedience he deſires in her. He 
hath charg'd me to ſee her, becauſe he knows 
ſhe loves me, and that I have ſome power 0- 
ver her: I ſhall from thence make another | 
viſit (of a very different Nature, ) to congra- 
tulate the Kings Siſter for the concluſion of 
her Marriage with the Prince of Savoy, who 
1s expected in few days: Never had per- 
jon of the age of this Princeſs lo great caule 
ro rejoyce at her Marriage. The Court will 
be more Numerous and Glorious than ever, 
and 1n ſpight of all your affliction you mult 
come and help us to let the Strangers ſee we 
are furniſh'd with no mean Beauties. 

Having ſaid this, the Queen-Dauphin left 
Madam 4 Cleve's, and on the morrow the 

_Mar- 
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f £ Marriage of Madam was 1n every ones Mouth, 


n © The day after the King and Queens went to 
d F{:c Madam de Cleve: Mounſieur de Newonys 
7 # who had waited her retura with extreme um- 
© iff patience, and witht paſſionately: he might 


- Þ {ſpeak with her. in: private, pur: off gozng 
| i to her, till the time all company broke 
 #F up, and probably none would: return thither 
7 that night, Ir fell out. as he had wiſht, and 
| If he came inasthe lift Viliters were taking 
! their leaves. > 1205 
{ The Princeſs was on her Bed, the, weather 
| hot, and the ſight of Mounſiteur de Newonrs 
put her to a bluſh, that made her more amia- 
ble. He ſat over againſt her,with a re{pe& and 
fearfulneſs incident only to a genuine Paſhon, 
he was ſpeechleſs for ſometime : Madam de 
; Cleve's was as mute as he, , ſo that they,were 
both ſilent a pretty while: At laſt Mounſieur 
de Nemours .complemented her, condoleing 
her affliction. Madam de Cleve's very glad 
of diſcourſe on (that ſubje&t; ſpoke a good: 
while of the loſs ſhe had had: and told +him 
at laſt though time might abate the violence 
of her grief, the thould ſtill retain-ſo deep an 
impreſſion of it,-1t' would ;alter her humour : 
©*'Tis true, Madam, replyes:M. de Nemonrs,. 
oreat troubles and violent paſſions; | octaſion- 
great alterationsin-our.tempers: though T was; 
never actually ſenſible of it, but ſince my :re- 
turn 
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© turn from Flazaers : Many have obferved iri 
©me a very great change, and the Queens 
* Dauphin her ſelf [poke ro me of it yeſterday. 
« She has indeed taken notice of it, ſays Ma- 


© dam de Cleve, and1I thinkT have heard her 


© ſpeak of it. I am not diſpleas d Madam, 
<:n{wers Mounfieur de Nemours, that ſhe hath 


perceiv'd it, but ſhould be very glad ſhe were ' 
not the only Perlon that did ſo. There are | 
© Perſons in the World to whom we dare give 


© no other evidences of the paſſion we have for 
© them, but by things that concern them nor; 
* yetwhen wedare not make it appear we love 
them,weare willing at leait ro Jet them feewe 
© deſire not the Love of any other, weare wil- 
© ling to ler them know we look with indiffe- 


© rence on all orher Beauties, though in the | 
© higheſt ſphere,and that a Crown may be too | 


© dear, if to be purchas'd with no lels a price 
© than abſence from her we adore. Ordinarily, 
Ladies judge of the paſſhon had for them, . by 
the care their Servants take to attend and 
t6pleaſe them : bur be they never (o little a- 
miable thoſe are eahie tasks ro perform, There 
is no great difficulty in giving our ſelves the 
pleaſure to-wait on them : But to avoid their 
cormipany for fear of diſcovering to the World, 
aftd- almoſt to themſelves, che paſſton . we 
have for them, that's a difficulr point : the 
crueſt evidence of being really in ___ 
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i Þ when we become quice other men than we 
: | were, when we renounce our . ambition: and 
our pleaſures, having all our Life purſu'dthe 
one and the other. As Sun lltiioN 
Madam 4e Cleve's ealily underſtood how 
far ſhe was concern'd 1n this diſcourſe, ſhe 
thought it her duty to cur it off by an anſwer. 
* Preſently her mind alter'd, and ſhe wasof o- 
7 pinion it was better make as if ſhe underſtood 
# 1t not, and give him no cauſe to think the 
took it to her {elf ; ſhe thought ſhe ought £0 
ſpeak, and: thought the ought to be filent, * 
this diſcourle did in a manner - equally pleaſe 
and diſpleaſe her. Ir convine'd her of the 
wu all the Queen-Dauphin 'made her 
think of him, ſhe could not bur look upon- it 
as full of gallantry and reſpe&, but withall 
ſomewhat bold and alittle too plain andintelli- 
oible: The inclination ſhe had for that Prinee 
put her into a diſorder it was not in her pow- * 
er to-maſter : the darkeſt expreſſions of a Per- 
ſon we love move more than the cleareſt de- 
clarations of a perſon we have no inclination 
for. She made him no anſwer, Mounſieur 
de Nemonrs took notice of her filence,and per- 
haps would have taken it for no ill Omen. But 
Mounfteur de C/eve's coming in, put an end 
to their diicourle and his vilir, 
The Prince of C/eve came in to give his 
Lady a further account of Sazcerre, but ſhe 
0 was. 
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[ -was not very curious to:-know the Iflue of 
| that Adventure. Her thoughts were ſo ta- 
ken up with what (he had newly heard from 
3 Mountieur de Nemours, ſhe could ſcarce hide 
a the diſtraction ſhe was-under.* Aſſoon as/ ſhe 
x: was at liberty to Muſe of what was paſt, ſhe 
ſaw clearly how much ſhe had been-deceiv*d, 
when ſhe thought her ſelf indifferent as-to | 
Mounſieur de Nemours ; his diſcourſe thad 
made as deep. Imprefſion on her as he could 
with, and fully: convinc'd her of the truth of | 
.his paſſion, his actions agreeing too well 
bi 3 with his words to leave her the leaſt ſhadow | 
| of doubt. She no longer flatter'd her ſelf 
with hopes of not loving him , all her care 
= | was not to let him Know it : ſhe knew' chis 
V_ would prove a very hard task, having already * 
had experience of the difficulty . of' it :. the | 
knew there was no way of doing it, but by 
avoiding the preſence of that Prince : Her 
F being inMourning gave her occation of living 
more retyr'd than ordinary; and ſhe took that 
#0 pretence not to frequent places where ſhe 
might ſee him: very lad and diſconſolate ſhe 
| was, but the death of her Mother appear'd to 
(1 be the cauſe of it, and no ſuſpition was had 
4 of any other. 
| Mounſfieur de Nemours was almoſt diftrac- 
ed he could not have a fight of her,and know- 
ing there was no finding her 1a Company, 


and | 
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and that ſhe appeared not at any Divertile- 
ments at Court, he could not prevail with 
himſelf to be there, but pretended a great 
love for Hunting, and made Matches for that 
e | Sport upon the days the Ladies and the reſt 
e | of the Court us'd to meet at the Queen's 


| Lodgings. A flight indiſpoſition ferv'd him 
o ® 2 long tume tor a pretence to keep home, and 
4 3 abſent himſelf from thoſe places he knew 
4 | there were no hopes to ſee Madam ae Cleve. 
e | Monſieur de Clewe was ſick much about 
| & the lame time. During his illneſs Madam 
i 2 ae Cleve ſtirred not out of his Chamber : 
f # Bur when he grew better, and admitted Viſt- 
e | ters, particularly Monſieur ae Nemours, who 
g | under pretence of being not yet fully reco- 
y © ver'd ſpent there the greareſt part of the day 
# the found ir was not in her power to ſtay 
there, yer at his firſt coming the could not 
quit the Room. "Twas ſo long ſince ſhe had 
{een him, ſhe could 2ot quickly reſolve to fee 
him no more. Monſlieur de Nemours had the 
addreſs by diſcourles that appear'd altogether 
general, (bur ſhe underſtood well enough 
by the relation they had to what he had pri- 
vately ſaid to her 1n her Chamber.) to let her - 
know he went a Hunting only for more li- 
berty to think of her ; and that the reaſon 
he quitted Meetings at Court, was her not 
being there, 
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At laſt, but with very much ado, ſhe put 
in execution the reſolution ſhe had taken to 
quit her Husband's Chamber when Monſieur 
de Nemours was there, who quickly per- 
ceiv'd ſhe ſhunn'd him, and was very much 
troubled at It. 

Monſieur de Cleve did not preſently take 
notice of his Lady's conduct 1n this particu- 
lar, but became ſenſible at length ſhe went 
out of his Chamber when company was 
there. He told her of it : ſhe anſwer'd, the 
thought it not decent for her to be there eve- 


ry, Evening in company with the youngeſt of F 


the Court, that ſhe intreated him to allow 
her to live more retir'd than ſhe had done hi- 
therto: that the virtue and preſence of her 
Mother, while the l1v'd, had given her privi- 
ledge in ſome things ſhe thought no longer 
fit ro be made ule of by a Woman of her 
age. 
Saſienr ae Cleve, who naturally had a 
great deal of kindneſs and complaiſance for 
his Wite, exprelſt it not on this occaſton, but 
told her he could by no means conſent ſhe 
ſhould alter her Condu&t, She was upon the 
point of telling him, it was the general re- 


port Monſieur de Nemours was in Love with | 
her, but ſhe had not the power to mention | 


his Name ; beſides the thought it diſ-1ngenu- 


ous to diſguiſe the truth, and make ule of 
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pretences to a Perſon who really had a yery 
g00d opinion of her. | 

A few days after, the King was at the 
Queen's Lodgings about the time of going to 
take the Ring ; the diſcourle was of Horo- 
ſcopes and Predictions : The Company was 
divided in opinioniwhat credit. to be fy 
them. The Queen maintained, that. after io 
many things foretold, and afterwards come 
accordingly to paſs, it was not to be doubted 
but there was ſome certainty 1n that Science: 
others inſiſted, that of an infinite number of 
Predictions fo very few prov true, that the 
truth of thoſe few muſt be look'd upon as a 
meer effe& of Chance, - | 

© I have heretofore, ſays the Xing, been ve- 
©ry curious andinquiſitve of the future ; but 
© they have told me things ſo falſe and impro- 
© bable, that I am! convinc'd they know no- 
© thing certain, Not many years ſince there 
*came hither a Man famous for Aſtrology ; e- 
*very one went to ſee him, andI among the 
reſt, but did not let him know whol was : 
*I took with me Monſieur de Guiſe andDeſcays, 
*and made them go 1n firſt: Yet the A- 
*{trologer addreſt himſelf to me, as if he had 
*judg'd me Maſter to the other two, and per- 
* haps he knew me ; bur if he did, he told me 
* a thing no way ſuitable to me : His Predicti- 
* ont was, IT ſhould be kill'd in Duel; Herold 
H 2 © form: 
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© Monſieur de Guiſe he ſhould die of a Wound 
«given him behind z and Deſcars, that he 
© thould have his Brains knockr out with the 
kick of a Horſe, Monſieur de Guiſe was 
© offended at the Prediction, as it it 1m- 
© ported he would run away : Deſcars was not 
< well pleas'd to hear he thould end his days 
© by 1{o unfortunate an Accideat. In a word, 
* we went out all three very 1! ſatisfied. with 
*the Aſtrologer. What may happen' to 
£ Monſieur de Guiſe and Deſcars I know not, 
© but 'tis very improbable I ſhall be kill'd in 
* Duel : The King of $p42:z and I have new- 
©ly made peace ; and had we not done {o, I 
< queſtion much if we ſhould have fought, 
*or I have ſent him a Challenge, as the King 
© my Father did to Char/es the Fifth, 

When the King had given this account of 
the misfortune foretold ſhould happen to 
him, thoſe who before defended Aftrology 
deterted it, and agreed there was no credit at 
all to be given to it. For my part, ſays 
© Monſieur de Nemours aloud, I of all Men 
* living have leaſt cauſe to credit it , and 
turning himſelf cowards Madam ae Cleve, 
near whom he ſtood, <It has been told me, 
© ſays he to her very fo oftly, T ſhould be hap- 
©py in the Kid of a Perſon, for whom1T ' 
© ſhould have the moſt violear, and the moſt 
© reſpectful Paſſion imaginable. Judge you, 

Madam, | 
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*Madam, 1f I have cauſe for any Faith in 
© Predictions. 

The Queen-Dauphin having heard. what 
Monſieur de Nemonrs had ſaid aloud, thought 
what he ſaid ſoftly had been ſome falſe Pre- 
diction told him, and ask'd him what it was 
he had ſaid to Madam de Cleve? Had his 
Wit been leſs ready, the Queſtion might have 
{urpris'd him, but he aniwer'd without any 
heſitation, it had been foretold him he ſhould 
be exalted to a Fortune ſo high he durſt not 
pretend to. © If this be it hath been fore- 
* told you, ſays the Queen-Danphin, (miling 

© and thinking of the Affair with England, I 
' would not 2dvile you to run down Aſtrolo= 

© gy,tis poſſible you may have reaſons to give 
© in defence of it, Madam de Cleve under- 
ſtood the Queen-Dauphin's meaning, but 
knew withal that the Fortune Monſieur ae 
Nemours (poke ol, was not that of being King 
of England, 

It was now a long time lince the death of 
her Mother, and Madam de Cleve muſt ap- 
pear abroad, and make her Court as the had 
us'd. She had a ſight of Monſieur de Ne- 
mours at the Queen-Dauphins, ſhe had a 
ſight of him at Monſieur ae C/eve's, where- 
he frequently came with other Perſons of 
Quality of his age, that no notice might be 
taken of it ; but where-ever ſhe ſaw him, it 
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gave her trouble, and put her into ſome dif 
order which he eaſily perceiv'd. 

As careful as ſhe was to ſhun his looks, and 

ſpeak leſs to him than any other, ſhe could 
not prevent ſome {udden eſcapes of her paſſi- 
on, that gave Monſieur de Nemours Caule to 
believe ſhe had more than indifferent 1ncl1- 
nation for him, A Man perhaps lels diſcern- 
ing than he could not have perceiv'd it, but 
he had been already ſo often belov'd, it was 
ceaſie for him to know when one lov'd him. 
He knew the Chevalier de Guiſe was his Ri- 
val, and the Chevalier de Gniſe as clearly 
ſaw Monſieur de Nemours was his. Not one 
of the whole Court but the Chevalier 4e 
Guiſe had made the diſcovery, his intereſt 
render'd him more clear-{ighted than the reſt : 
The knowledge they had of one anothers de- 
ſigns, made them crols one another in all 
things, and they could not forbear exprel- 
ling their ſpight on every occaſion, though it 
broke not out into open enmity. At the 
Runnings at the Ring, at Combats, at the 
Barrier, and all Divertiſements the King 
cald them'to, they were always of different 
Parties, and their emulation was fo great it 
could not be hid. : 
Madam ade Cleve could not forbear think- 
1ng frequently of the Aﬀair with England, 
ſhe believ'd Monſieur de Nemowrs would - 
7 Fo | | rel 
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- | reſiſt the King's Advice, and the Inſtances of 
Lignerolles, it troubled her to lee Lignerolles 
was not yet return'd, and the expected him 
| every hour with the greateſt impatience : 
- © Her inclinations ſway'd her ſtrongly to in- 
> | form her ſelf exaQly of the ſtate of that At- 
- EF fair; but the ſame thought that rais'd her 
- = Curiolity, immediately ſuggeſted to her ſhe 
| was oblig'd to conceal it, and {he enquir'd on- 


DO 


ly of the Beauty, the Wit and Humour of 

; Queen E/:z4abeth, The King had one of her 
- & Pictures brought him. Madam ae Cleve 
thought it far handlomer than ſhe hop'd to 
have tound it, and ſhe could not torbear ſay- 
ing the Picure-drawer had flatter'd the 
Queen, in drawing her ſo beautiful. 7 do zot 
think ſo, (ays the Queen-Dauphin, zhat 
= Princeſs is reputed extraordinary handſome, 
| and witty; and T1 am ſure (he hath been pro- 
pod to me for an Example all my Life: ſhe 
muſt be very lovely, if like Anne Bullen her 
| Mother: Never had a Lady ſo charming 4 
|= Perſon, or ſo bewitching a ſweetneſs and lov- 
* lineſs in her humour : I have heard ſay ſhe 
had a ſingular ſprightlineſs in her Conntenance, 
and not like the common Fngliſh Beauties. I 
* think, ſays Madam Cleve, T have been told 
| © ſhe was born in France, They that fancy ſo 
| are miſtaken, replys the Queen-Dauphun, 
| ana 1 will tell you the Story of her in a very 
| few woras H 4 She 
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She w.:5 of 4 good Family in England, 
Heary the 8th had beep in love with her Mo- 
ther Ng Siſter; and it was ſuſpeted [be 
might be his Daughter, She came into France 
with Henry the 7th's Siſfer, who was mar- 
ryd to Kings Lewis the 12th, This Prin- 
ceſs bets youthful and pallant, was loth to 
leave the Court of France at the death of her 
Hyusbaznd : Anne Bullen, whoſe love for the 
yas Court was equal to her Miſtreſſes, re- 

[td not to quit tt, The late King fell in 
F with her, and ibe was made Maid of Ho- 
pour to Queen Claudia : This Queen dying, 
the [ Lady MI Margaret, the King's Sifter, Dachets 
of Alanſon, a6 ſ1ace Queen of Navarr, took 
hier "into he 'r Service, where ſhe recetu'd ſome 
Tiniture of the reformea Relioion.  After- 
wards ſne return'd into England, and charm'd 
all that ſaw her, ſhe ſang weil, and danc'd ex- 
cellently: They maae her one of Queen Ka- 
therine's Maids of Honour, and Henry the 
8th fell deſperately in love with her, 

Cardinal wolſey, his Favourite and prime 
Miniſter, was 1ll fatisf'd with the Emperour, 
for not having tavour'd his preteniions to the 
Papacy ; and to be reveng d of him, reſolv'd 
to unite the King his Maſter to the French, 
To effe& this, he ſuggeſted to Henry the 8th 
that his Marrriage with the Emperour's Aunt 


was Null ; and propos'd fora Wite to _ 
the | 
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the Ducheſs of 4/a»ſo», whoſe Husband 
was lately dead, Ae Bullen had Ambiti- 
on enough to look upon the Diyorce of King 
Henry from Katherine, as a means to make 
way for: her into the Throne: She began to 
give the King ſome Impreſfions of the Zu- 
theran Periwation, and engag'd the late Kin 
here, to favour at Rowe the' Divorce 0 
Henry, in hopes of his marrying the Ducheſs 
of Alazſon, Cardinal wolſey, to have op- 
portunity to treat of this Aﬀair, prevailed 
with King Henry to ſend him into France on 
other buſinels ; but he was fo far from giving 
him power to propoſe that Marriage, that he 
ſent him expreſs Order to Calais not to ſpeak 
of 1t. 

At his return from France, Cardinal wol- 
ſey was receiv'd with honours equal to thoſe 
they would have done to the King: Never 
did Favourite carry on Pride and Vanity to 
ſo high a Pitch: He mannag'd an Enter- 
view between the two Kings at Bullozzne. 
Francs the 11t would havegiven the upper- 
hand to Hexmry the 8th, but he would not 
take it : they treated one another by turns 
with extraordinary Magniticence, and pre- 
ſented each other with Habits equal to thoſe 
they had caus'd to be made for themſelves : 
I have heard it ſaid, thoſe the late King lent 
the King of Engiazd were of C Rs: 

G- 


— 


106 The Princeſs of Cleve: 
beſet all over with Pearls and Diamonds, 
and a Robe of white Velvet embroider'd 
with Gold. Atrer ſome days ſtay at Fullozgre, 
they went to Call;s, Anne Bullen was Lodg'd 
in Hezry the 8th's Court, with the Train of 
a Queen, and Francs the 11t made her the 
ſame Preſents, and did her the ſame Honour, 
as it ſhe had been actually ſo. Art laſt, after 
2 Paſſion of nine years continuance, Herry 
the 8th married her, withour ſtaying for the 
diflolution of his firſt Marriage, which he 
had a long time demanded at Rowe, The 


_ Pope haſtily thunder'd Excommunications 
againſt him, which provok'd the King lo 


highly, that he declar'd himſelf Head of the 
Religion, and drew En9/andafter him into the 
Change ye now lee. 
Anne Bullen enjoy'd not her Grandeur 
long ; for when ſhe thought it ſureſt by the 
death of Queen Xatherize, one day as {he 
was {ceing, with the whole Court, a Match 
made by the Viſcount Rochfort her Brother, 
to run at the Ring ; the King was {uddenly 
ſtruck with ſo furious a jealouſie, that he ha- 
ſtily left the Show, and went ſtraight to Zox- 
don, having left order for arreſting the 
Queen;7 the Viſcount Rochfore, and leveral 
others whom he thought Lovers or Conti- 
dents of that Princeſs: though in appear- 
ance this jealouſie of the Kings leem'd to owe 
It's 
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its Birth to that moment, the truth is, it had 
been inſpir'd into him ſome time before by 
the Viſcounteſs Rochforr, who was not able to 
bear with patience the great intimacy be- 
tween the Queen and her Husband the Vl1- 
count, repreſented it to the King as crimi- 
nal and inceſtuous : So that he being already 
in love with Faxe Seymour, thought no more 
of Anne Bullen, but to get rid of her. In 
leſs than three Weeks he caus'd the Queen 
and her Brother to be try'd, had them both 
beheaded, and marry'd Fane Seymour, He 
had afterwards ſeveral other Wives, whom 
he put away, or put to death ; and among 
the reſt the Lady Katherine Howard, whole 
Confident the Countels. Rochfort was, and 
ſhar'd in her Fate, having her Head cut off 
with her Miſtreſs's: Thus was ſhe puniſh'd for 
falfly accuſing Anzec Bullen , and Hemry the 
8th dy'd, being grown prodigioully big and 
fat. 

All the Ladies preſent thank'd the Queen- 
Dauphin for the account the had given 
them of the Court of Englazd, and among 
the reſt Madam de Cleve, who could nor 
forbear asking her ſeveral Queſtions about 
Queen Elizabeth. : 

The Queen-Dauphin had Pictures in little 
drawn for her of all the Beauties of the 


Court, to be ſent to the Queen her Mother. 
> Ohs 


ih! aF x08 The Princeſs of Cleve, ; 
"11 One day as that of Madam de Cleve's was 
' 1} finiſhing, the Queen-Dauphin ſpent the Af- 
k + ternoon with her. Monficur de Nemours, 


Wet who let {lip no opportunity of ſeeing Madam 
' de Cleve, (yet without letting it appear he 
ſought it,) faild not being there : She was 
thar day fo beautiful,it would have made him |? 
1 in love with her, had he not been ſo; yet he |7 
durlſt not fix his Eye upon her as her Picture |! 

was 2 drawing, being fearful notice might | 
be taken of the pleaſure he took to view her | 
4 i now and then as ſhe ſat. 
Wl The Queen-Dauphin ask'd Monſieur 4z 
; Cleve for a Piture in little he had of his | 
Wife, to compare it with that which was Þ 
[2 newly drawn of her: Every one paſs'd their Þ 
i | Judgment of the one and the other, and Ma- |? 
* | dam ae C/:ve orderd rhe Picture-drawer to 
/ | mend [omething in the Draught of the Head- 
geer of that which Monſienr de Cleve had 
brought in, The Picture-drawer, to (atisfie 
| | her, took it out of the Caſe; and having 
| | mended it, laid it on the Table. 
| Monſieur de Nemours had long wiſh'd for 
a Picture of Madam de Cleve : when he ſaw 
that of her, which was Monſieur de Cleve's, 
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'Tif he could not reſiſt the longing deſire he had | 
'TE to ſteal it from a Husband he believ*d ſhe 


tenderly lov'd; and thought among ſo ma- 
ny Perſons in the Room he nught be as _ 
tic 
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tle ſuſpeRted ro have done it as another. 

The Queen-Dauphin was ſet on the Bed, 
and whiſper'd to Madam de Cleve, who itood 
before her: Madam de Cleve, through the 
Curtains which were but halt drawn, iſpy'd 
Monſieur de Nemours with his Back to the 


Z Table at the Beds-teet ; and percetv'd him, 


without turning his Face, ſteal ſomerhing 


# ſlily that was on the Table: She quickly 
! guels'd it might be her Picture, and was fo 
| troubled at it, that the Queen-Dauphun per- 


ceiv'd ſhe heard her not, and ask'd her a- 


; loud what it was ſhe look'd at. At thoſe 


words Monſieur de Nemonrs turn'd abour, 
and ſaw Madam ae Cleve's Eye till fix*d 
upon him, and thought it not impoſſible bur 

ſhe mighr have ſeen what he had done. 
Madam de Cleve was not a little perplext-: 
Reaſon would the thould ask for her Picture, 
yet to ask for it publickly, was to tel] all the 
World the kindneſs that Prince had for her 
and to ask for it privately, was to engage hum 
to declare to her the Paſhon he had tor her : 
At laſt ſhe reſolved it the beſt courle to ler 
him carry it away, without taking notice of 
It, and was glad to grant him a favour with- 
out knowing whether the had done it, Mon- 
lieur de Nemours having oblerv'd her difor- 
der, and gueſfling at the Cauſe, came up and 
whiſper'd to her; 1f you have (een "ou I 
ave 
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8: have ventur'd to do, Madam, be ſo good to let 

[ / 1%h me believe you are ignorant of it, which is all I 

TI87 dare beg of you: Wirh that he withdrew, 

BB without expecting her Anlwer, 

-iff The Queen-Dauphin went out a walking, 

WH attended with all the Ladies, and Monſieur 
y de Nemonrs went home to lock himſelf in 
1 his Clolec. to enjoy the pleaſure he took in 


= having a Picture of Madam de Cleve's, 
| which fll'd him with joy too great and too 
; delicate to be exprels'd in publick : It gave 
him a taſte of the higheſt ſweetneſs Love 
| can afford, he was in love with the moſt 
amiable Perſon of the Court, and ſaw ſhe 
lov'd him though againſt her will, and eaſi- 
W 1; ly diſcover'd 1n all her Actions that trouble 
lk | and diſorder which Love produces 1n the in- 
| | nocence of Youth. 
þ That Evening great ſearch was made for 
the Picture: Having found the Caſe it was 
Z us'd to be kept in, they never ſuſpected it 
|| had been ſtollen, but thought it might have 
| been fallen out by chance. Monſieur de 
Fs Cleve was much troubled at the loſs of it, 
and when they had long ſearch'd, and with- 
z out finding it, he told his Wife, (but in ſuch 
FE a manner as made It appear he did not think 
I} ſo,) That the had without doubt ſome pri- 
vate Lover, to whom ſhe had given that Pi- 
Rure, or who had ſtole it ; and that _— 
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ther but onein love would not have been 
content with the Picture without the Caſe. 
Thele words, though ſpoken 1n jeaft, made 
a deep impreſſion in Madam 4e Cleve , they 
troubled her extremely, and made her reflect 
with regret on the violence of her Inclina- 
tion for Monſieur de Nemoars: ſhe found ſhe. 
was no longer Miſtreſs of her Words, or her 
Countenance: She thought LZ!gnerolles was 
return'd, that there was no further fear of 
the Aﬀairwith England, nor any caule to ſu- 
{pet the Queen-Dauphin-; that, in a word, 
there was not any thing to help her againff 
the violence of her Pafſſhon ; and that there 
was no lafety to be expected, but by abſent- 
ing her ſelf from Monſieur de Nemenrs, But 
leave being requeſted to be obtain'd for her 
abſence from Court, where her Hus band re- 
fided, and a pretence wanting, ſhe was in ve- 
ry great extremity, and ready to fall into that 
ſhe thought the worſt of misfortunes, to let 
Monſieur de Nemours {ee the inclination ſhe 
had for him. She thought of all Madam 4e 
Chartres on her Death-bed had ſaid to her, 
and the Advice ſhe had given her, to undergo 
any difticulty, rather than engage in an In- 
trigue of Gallantry. She remember'd u hat 
Monſieur d& Cleve had ſaid to her of an in- 
genuous ſincerity, when he ſpoke of Ma- 
dam ae Tournor ; and ſhe thought it her du- 
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ty to confeſs to him the inclination ſhe had 
for Monfieur de Nemours. Thele thoughts 
poſſeſs'd her a conſiderable time, at length 
ſhe was aſtoniſh'd ſhe could entertain any 
that appear fo fooliſh, and relaps'd into her 
former perplexity ; not knowing what courſe 
to take. 

The Peace was ſign'd, and the Lady E1/jz4- 
beth, after much reſiſtance, retolv'd to obey 
the King her Father : The Duke of Atv had 
been appointed to Marry her in the Name of 
His Catholick Majeſty, and was ſhortly ex- 
pected. They look'd every day for the Duke 
of Savoy, who had newly marry'd the King's 
Siſter ; the Nuprals being appointed to be 
kept at the ſame time the Lady E/izabeth 
ſhould be marry'd to the Proxy of Sp4:z. The 
King's greatelt care was to Grace thele Mar- 
ri2ges with Sports and Divertiiement3, 
wherein he might make appear the Addrets 
and Magmticence of his Court. Great Pro- 
polals were made for Balletts and Come- 
dies, but the King thought thole Divertile- 
ments.too private, and relolved to have {uch 
25 ſhould be more Splendid and Noble. 

That which he made choice ot was, a So- 
lemn Tournament, to which Strangers might 
be invited, © and the People be SpeRators. 
The Princes and young Lords approv'd high- 
ly the King's deſign, eſpecially the Duke of 


Ferrara, 
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Ferrara, Monſieur de Guiſe, and Monſieur 
de Nemours, who were the moſt excellent at 
theſe ſorts of Exerciſes ; and the King made 
choice of them to be with him the four Cham- 


| pions of the Tournament. 


Proclamation was made throughout the 


: Kingdom, that the 15th of Fure, at Paris, 
| His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, and the Princes, 
: Alphouſo a'Eſt, Duke of Ferrara, Francis of 
' Lorrain, Duke of Guiſe, and Fames of $4- 
! voy Duke of Nemours, would hold an o- 
* pen Tourney againſt all comers: The firſt 
> Combat on Horſeback in the Liſts, doubly 
| Arm'd, to break four Lances, and one for 
* the Ladies: The ſecond Combat with 
* Swords ; one to one, or two to two, as the 
} Maſters of the Camp ſhould order: The 
* thirdCombat on Foot , three Puſhes of Pike, 


and fix Hits with the Sword : The Champt- 
ons to furniſh Lances, Pikes, and Swords, 


{ at the Aſſailants choice : Whoever mannag'd 
* not his Horſe in the Carreer, to be put out 
* of the Liſts: That there ſhould be tour Ma- 
Z ſters of Camp, to give Orders ; the Afail- 


ants who ſhould break moſt Lances, and per- 


* form beſt, ro carry the Prize ; the value 


whereof to be at the diſcretion of the Jud- 
ges: Thatall the Aflailants, as well French 
as Strangers, ſhould be oblig'd openly, to lay 
Hand on one, or more, (at their choice) - 

I the 


j 
| 
f 
: 


the Shields that ſhould hang at a Pillar at 


the end of the Lifts, where an Officer of 
Arms thould be ready to receive them, and 
Inroll them according to their Quality, and 
the Shields they had handled: Thar the A(- 
{failants ſhould be bound to caule their Shields, 
and Arms, to be brought by a Gentleman, 
and hung up at the Pil}ar three days before 
the beginning of the Tourney, on pain of 
not being received without the ſpecial leave 
of the Detendants, 

A great Liſt was made, reaching, trom the 
Chateaude Tourne!ls, crols S. Anthopny's Street 
to the King's Stables. There were on both 
{ides Scaftolds, and Theatres, with cover'd 
Galleries very pleaſing to the fight, and that 
would hold an infinite of People. The 
Princes and great Lords, made it their buſt- 
nels to provide what might be neceſlary, to 
appear there in Splendor, and to have in their 
Cyphers and Devyes, lomething of Gallan- 
try relating to the Ladies they lov'd. 

A few days before the Duke 4 Alva ar- 
tiv'd, the King 
with Monſicur de Newonrs, the Chevalicr de 


Guile, and the Vidame ae Chartres, The 3 


Queen, attended with the Ladies of the 


ing ended, as they went out of the Tennis- 
Court, 


ade a Match at Tennis | 


Court, and (among the reſt) Madam ae | 
Eleve went to fee them play : The Game be- F 
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and thought him worſe hurt : She was lo 
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Court, Chaſtelart came up to the Queen- 
Dauphin, and told her he had by chance hit 
upon a Letter of Gallantry fallen out of Mon- 
ſieur de Nemonurss Pocket, This Queen, 
who always had a Curioſity tor any thing 
that concern'd Monſieur de Nemoxrs, bid 
Chaſte/art give it her: He did lo, and the fol- 
low'd the Queen her Mother-in-Law, who 
was £0109 with the King to fee them work 
at the Liſts. They had not been long there, 
but the King fent for ſome Horles he had 
lately caus'd to be ralken 1n, and though they 
were not throughly mannagd, the King 
would Mount one of them, and order'd' his 
Attendants to Mount the reſt : The tiery'{t 


; and higheft-mettPd of them fell to the King's 


ſhare, and Monſieur as Nemonurs's: Their 


: Horles would have preſently fallen fowl on 
' one another. Monficur 4c Nemours for fear 
| of hurting the King, recoll'd briskly, and 
; ran back: his Horſe againſt a Poſt, with thar 
violence it made him ſtagger : The Compa- 
' nyran in prefently to Monſieur 4 Newmonrs, 


thinking him grievouſly hurt. Madam 4e 
C/eve was more lenlible of it than any other, 


- much concern'd, ſhe never thought of ht- 
# ding the apprehenſion and trouble it pur her 
In ; ſhe weat to him with the Queens, but 
- © with a Countenance fo chang'd, one leſs 
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concern'd than the Chevalier de Guiſe might 
have eaſily percerv'd it. He quickly oblerv*d 
it, and minded more the condition the was 
in then, than that of Monſieur 48s Nemonrs's. 
The violence of the Juſtle had (o ſtunn'd the 
Prince, he ſtood a while leaning his Head on 
thoſe that ſupported him : When he held it 
up, he preſently |py'd Madam ae (Cleve, and 


 diſcover'd in her looks the pity the had of 


him ; and look'd on her 1n ſuch a manner, 
as made her eaſily comprehend how ſenſible 


he was of it. Afterwards he thank'd the |; 


Queens tor the goodneſs exprelſs'd towards 
him, and excusd the condition he had been. 
in before them, This done, the King com- | 
manded him to go to reſt. 

Madam ae Cleve being recover?d of the 
fright the had been 1n, reflected quickly on |: 
the Evicence the had gwen of 1t. The Che- | 
valicr ae Guiſe preſently put her out of the 
hopes the had ns body had taken notice of | 
it, giving her his Hand to lead her our of ! 
the Liſts, 7 have more cauſe to complain, ſays | 
he, Madam, thaz Monſieur de Nemours : 
Pardon me if, for a moment, 1 forget the pro- © 
found reſpect 7 have always had for you, tolet 


Eyes have but now diſcover'd : "Tis the firſt ; 
time 1 have taken the boldneſs to ſpeak to you, 
and it ſhall be the laſt : Death, or an everlaſi-\ 


p—— — 


ing abſence, will remove me from a place Icay 
no longer live in, having now loſt the ſorry 
comfort I had, in believing all thoſe who aurſt 
look on you were as unfortunate as I, 
Madam ae Cleve anſwer'd, as if ſhe had 
not underſtood him : She would have been 
offended another time at any Declaration he 
ſhould have made of his affection tor#her, 
but that moment her thoughts were wholly 
drown'd in a deep aftlition for the Dilcove- 
ry he had made of her kindneſs for Monſieur 
ae Nemonrs, The Chevalier de Guiſe was fo 
throughly convinc'd of it, and lo heartily 
troubled at it, he took a reſolution never to 
think more of obtaining her love. But to 
quit an Enterprize that appear'd ſo difficult 
and glorious, he mult pitch on another great 
enough to fill the room the former had taken 
up in his thoughts:Hehad tormerlyentertain'd 
ſome thoughts of the taking of Rhodes , and 
when Death took him out of theWorld in the 
Flower of his Youth, when he had gain'd the 
Reputation of one of the greateſt Princes of 
his time; the only griet he expreſs'd for 
leaving the World, was, he had not been a- 
ble to put in execution ſo noble a Reſolution, 
the ſucceſs whereof he thought infallible, 
through the care he had taken for it. 
When Madam ae Cleve was gone out of 
the Liſts, ſhe went to the Queen's Lodgings, 
2 full 
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Cident, bur in appearance more gay and jo- |! 


Monſieur de Nemwonrs had dilcover'd them, 


tull of the thoughts of what had newly 7 


happen'd, Monheur ae Nemours Came in 
preſently after, in 2 very Magnihcent Habir, | 


and like one no way ſenſible of the late Ac- « 


vial than ordinary : His joy for what he}. 
thought he had lately dilcover'd, gave his |: 
Countenance an Air, made him appear hand- 
lomer, (if poſſible.) than tormerly, The 


Company was furpriz'd at Iis entrance, e- 
very one ask'd him how hedid, except Ma-| 


dam de Cleve, who ſtaid near the Chimney, | 


as if ſhe had not fcen him: The King com: | 


ing out of his Clolet ſaw him among the 
reit, and call'd him to have ſome diſcourle 
of his Adventure. Ro de Nemours 
paſſing by Madam de Cleve, 1aid to her very þ 


low. ; hr aqe this ay 255 Res '4 ſome 2F1rks of ' 


your pity, Madam ; but they were not ſuch as | 
{ 473 m0! wor thy f. Madam de C/erie doubt- 2 
ed before. that Monfieur de Nemours had ob- |: 
lerv'd the concern ſhe was in for him ,, and 
his words ſufhciently contirm'd the truth of |? 
her thoughts. Ir troubled her extremely the 
tad been. {0 little Miſtreſs of her Sentiments, 
as not to have been able to conceal them from * 
the Chevalier 4e Guiſe. It added to her griet j 


yet this grief was not 1o pure, but it had a 3 
mixture of pleaſure, : 
The | 


The Princeſs of Cleve. j 19 


The Queen-Dauphin, impartiently delirous 
to know the Contents of the Letter Chaſte- 
/art had given her, went to Madam az Cleve, 
Go read this Letter, lays the, tt is adareſsd 
to Monſieur de Nemours, and in all appea- 
rance w.ts ſent him by the Miſlreſs for whom 
he hath quitted all others : If you cannot read 
it at preſent, keep it, and bring it me at 
Night as 1 go to Bed, and tell me if you know 
the Hind, With that, the Queen-Dauphin 
left Madam ade Cleve, but fo ſurpriz'd and 
aſtoniſh'd, ſhe could not a while {tir out of 
her place: Ir put her into that impatieace 
and trouble, the was not able to ſtay at the 
Queen's Lodgings ; but went home, though 
long before her uſual hour of retirement. 
Her Hand trembled as ſhe: held the Letter, 
her thoughts were perplext, and extremely 
diſorder'd ; and the trouble ſhe was 1n no 
leſs new than inſupportable : As ſoon as the 
got into her Cloſet, ſhe open'd the Letter, 
and found it to this effect, 


The, LET TER. 


1 have lod you too well, to let you believe 
the change you obſerve in me 15 aneffeit of 
Lightneſs, 1 am going to tell you, your Infi- 
aelity is the cauſe of it , you will be ſurpriz'd 
T charge you with unfaithfulneſs; you have 

I 4 kept 
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120 The Prixceſs of Cleve. 
Kept ut from me ſo cunningly, and I have been 
at ſo much pains to conceal from you my know- 
leage of it, you have reaſon enough to be aſto- 
ziſtfd at the diſcovery, 1 wonder at my ſelf 1 | 
have been able ſo long, not to let you know | 
ſomething of it. Never was affliction equal 
fo mine, 1 believ'd you had for me a violent 
Paſ/10n - [1 ſcrupFd as little the 0Wn1ng that 1 
had for you, The wery time 1 made you a full | 
aiſcevery of it, I found my ſelf deceiv'd, that 
you were in love with another, and in all 
appearance maae a Sacrifice of me to your new 
Aiſtreſs: 1 came to the knowledpe of it the | 
day you ran at the Rina, which was the canſe 
7 was not at the Sight : Tohide the diſorder 
of my mina, 1 feizn'd my ſelf fick, and quick- 
ly became really ſo , my Body being too weak to 
ſupport ana endure the violent agitations with- 
7 me: when 1 began to recover, 1 ſlill pre- 
tended my ſelf wery ill, to furniſh my ſelf | 
with an Excuſe for mot (eeing, or writing to 
you, 1was willing to have time to reſolve how 
zo deal with you ,, I took, and 1 quitted, twen- 
ty times the ſame reſolutions: At laſt I thought 
you unworthy to be made acquainted with my 
grief, and reſolw'd you ſhould not know it. 1 
was willing to bring down your pride, by letting 
you ſee my Paſſion (of it ſelf) prow weaker 
and weaker : I thought it the way to leſſen the 
walue of the Sacrifice you made of me, ana was 


loth 
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The Princeſs of Cleve: 121 
loth you ſhould have the pleaſure of appear- 


ing more amiable in the Eyes of another, by 


| ſhewing her how ateply I lov'd you: 1 _— 


my Letters to you ſhould be cold and indifferent, 
that ſhe you gave them to might percetve ( or 
imagine at leaſt) my Love at an end: 1 was 
unwilling ſhe frould have the pleaſure to find 1 
knew ſhe triumph'd over me, or the advan- 
tage to ſet off her triumph with my aeſpair, 
aud my reproaches: To break with you, 1 
thought too ſmall a puniſhment for you, and 
that it would have tronbled you but little to find 
Tlowd you no longer, when you had firſt for- 
ſakew me, Iknew it neceſſary you ſhould love 
me, to feel the ſmart of not being lov, which 


afflicted me ſo ſore, 1 was of opinion, if any 


thins could make you love me as you had 


done, it muſt be to let you ſee my affection was 
chang'ds but ſo to let you ſee it as if I would 
have hid it from you, and had not the power to 
own it to you, This reſolution 1 aaher'd to, 
1 found it difficult to take, and (when 1 ſaw 
you) 1 thought it impoſſible to execute, I'was 
an hunared times ready to break ont into Re- 
proaches and Lamentations : My indiſpoſitt- - 
on ſeruv'd me for a adiſyniſe, to hide [rom you 
the affliction and trouble 1 was in, By ae- 
grees 1 found pleaſure in diſſembling with you, 
as you did with me: But it went ſo much 4- 
gainſt the Grain, to tell you, or write to you, 

F148 


fril revenge F capable to beſiow : 


122 The Princeſs of Cleve. 


that I lov'd you; you quickly perceiv'd Thad no 
waina to let you ſee my affeition was alter'd : 
This touch'd you, you complain ; IT endea- 
vouPd to confirm you 11 an opinion of my con- 
ſeancy, but it w.ts ina way ſo ſtrange, and [0 
ford, it convine'd you the more I had no more 
love for you, J1naword, Iaid all I intended 
to have done : the further 1 fled from you, the 
z;zore eagerly you ſought me, ſo fantaſtical was 
your humour; this gave me all the pleaſure a 
It was clear 
#0 rae yore loud me more than ever, and 1 let 
yore ſee 7 had no love for you : you gave me 


| cauſe to belicue you had entirely abanaox'a her, 


for whoſe ſake you had forſaken me $ andT had 


Jenks reaſon to think you had never ſpoke to her 
of me, but Jour Repentance and Diſcretion 


Ms net make anus for your Liehtneſs ana 


{nconſtancy : your af «tion hath been divided 
verwecn me and anot KL and Jou have ate- 
cer a me: This is enourh to taxe away all the 
pleaſure of being lov'd by you, 4s 1 thought 1 


ticn 1 $M taken never t9 
fo much ſurpriſes you, 


aeſervd, and to ; make me Fe in the Reſolu- 


e you more, which 


Madam de Cleve read the Letter again 
and again, yet knew not what ſhe read: 


the perceiv'd only, Monſieur de Nemours 


was not lo in love with her as ſhe had thought, 
but 
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The Prince(s of Cleve; 12 2 


but lov'd others, who were no leſs deceiv'd 
in him than ſhe, What a Diſcovery was 
this for a Perſon of her humour, who had a 
violent Paſſion, who had newly given Evi- 
dence of it to a Man ſhe judg'd unworthy of 
It; and to another ſhe us ull for love of 
him! Never was grief {o cutting as hers ; 
ſhe imputed the ſharpnels of it to that days 
adventures, and that if Monſieur de We- 
ours had not had occaſion to believe ſhe 
lov'd him, ſhe would not have car'd for his 
loving another : Yet ſhe did but deceive her 
{elf, the Ditcale ſhe was ſick of, and thought 
{0 intollerable, was Jealouſie, with all its hor- 
rible Attendants : This Letter dilcover'd to 
her a piece of Gallantry Monſieur ae Nemonrs 
had long been engag'd in, She law the La- 
dy who had written the Letter, was a Perſon 
of Wit and Merit , ſhe thought her one that 
deſerv'd his love, and of more courage than 
her ſelf; and envy'd the power the had to 
conceal her Paſſion trom Monſieur ae Ne- 
mours: The cloſe of the Letter gave her 
cauſe to believe that Perlon thought her ſelf 
lov'd; the was preſently of opinion the di- | 
icretion that Prince had made thew of to her, 

and the had been ſo taken with; was perhaps 
but the effte&t of his Paſhon for the other, 
whom he fear'd to diſpleaſe. In a word, all 


her thoughts were {ſo many torments, to 
heighten 
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The Princeſs of Cleve. 


and the Counſels her Mother had given her ! 


How did ſhe repent her not having perſiſted |! 


in her Reſolution of quitting the World, 
though without the leave of Monſieur 4c 


Cleve ; or her not having purſu4 the 1nten- | 


tion ſhe had of confefling to him the 1nclina- 
£10n the had for Monſieur de Nemours? She 
thought (he had better have diſcover'd it to a 
Husband, whoſe-goodneſs ſhe was afſur'd of, 


heighten her affliction, and occaſion deſpair. | 
What Reflections did ſhe make on her ſelf, | 


and who would have been concern'd to con-' 


ceal it ; than to have let a Man know it who 


was altogether unworthy of it, who decerv'd | 


her, and perhaps made a Sacrifice of her ; |' 


and car'd no more for her love, than to have 
matter thence to feed his Pride and Vanity. 
in a word, ſhe thought no greater miſchief 
could befall her, nor ſhe have done worle, 
tan to have given Monſieur de Nemours OC- 
cation to believe ſhe lov'd him, and to have 
{ince tound he was in love with another. All 
the comfort the had, was, to believe, that 
naving dilcover'd his falſeneſs, 1t would per- 
_ cure her of the inclination ſhe had for 
lin. 

She never thought of the order the Queen- 
Dauphin had given her, to be with her at 
her going to Bed z but went to Bed her ſelf, 
pretending ſhe was ill : ſo that when Mon- 


ſieur 


The Princeſs of Cleve; I25 


| fieur de Cleve came from the King, they told _ 
« him (he was aſleep; but ſhe was far enough 
© from being ſo well at reſt, aftlicting her elf 
7 all Night, and reading over the Letter the had 
2 1n her Hand. 
' Madam ae Cleve was not the ſole Per- 
2 ſon this Letter diſturbed, The Yidame de 
| Chartres, who 111 truth had loſt it, was 1n no 
' {mall trouble for it : He had palsd that E- 
: vening at the Duke: of Gzzſe's, who had 
: treated at Supper, his Brother-in-Law, the 
' Duke of Ferrara, and all the young People 

of the Court, As Fortune would have it, 
they diſcours'd at Supper of Letters, the 
Vidame told them, he had about him the 
fineſt that ever was writ : They pre(s'd him 
to ſhew it, but he deny'd. Monſieur de Ne- 
ours infifted he had no ſuch Letter, and that 
he talk'd vainly. The Y:dame aniwer'd, he 
put him very hard to't, yet he would not 
ſhew him the Letter, but would read part of 
it, which would give them caule to judge 
tew Men receiv'd the like. Having ſaid this, 
he would have taken out the Letter, but could 
not find it : He ſearch'd for it, but tono pur- 
pole ; the Company jear'd him as if he ne- 
ver had any luch ; but he w2s fo vex'd at the 
| Tols, that they forbore ſpeaking further of it. 
: Heretir'd before tbe reit of the Company, 
| and with great impatience went home, to 
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ſearch for the Letter he mils'd. 


in ſearch ot it, a Page of the Queens came to 


tell him that the Viicountels a Hjez had M8 


thought it necellary to give him lpeedy in- 
telligence, that at the Queens Lodgings they 
dilcours'd of a Letter of Gallantry dropp'd 
out of his Pocket as he was at Tennis: Thar 
they hadrecited part of what was written 1n 
it; that the Queen ſecm'd very defirous to 
{eelt; that ſhe had lent to one of her Gen- 
tlemen for it, but he anſwer'd he h2d given 
it Chaſtelart. 

The Page added other Particulars which 
heighten'd the Y:4ame's trouble, He went 
prelently to a Gentleman who was very 1n- 
timate with Chaſtelarr, and (though at a 
very unſcaſonable hour) made him get up 
out of Bed, to go ask Chaſlelart for the Let- 
ter, Without letting him know who enquir'd 
for it, or had loſt it. (hafte/art fully polleſt 
the Letter belong'd to Monlicur de Nemours, 
Queen- 
Dwphin, made no doubt but he had ſent in 
{earch of it, and with a malicious joy an- 


iwer'd he had deliver'd it to the Queen- 
Dauphin. The Gentleman brought the :- 


dame this Anſwer, which added to his trou- 
ble: After long debate what courle to take, 


he ſaw Monſieur de Nemours was the only 
Perion could help him out of the trouble he 
WAS 1, He 


As he Was z 
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The Prizceſs of Cleve: T27 


* He went to his Houle, and enter'd his 
' Chamber at peep of Day: The Prince was 
faſt aſleep, the kindnels of Madam ae Cleve 
'* the day before having given him ſuch plea- 
: ſing thoughts, that he reſted very {weetly 
> that Night. He was lurpriz'd to find him- 
3 ſelf awaken'd by the Yidame of Chartres. 
2? and askd him it it was to be reveng'd of 
2 him for what he had ſaid at Supper, that he 
* was come thus carly to break his reſt ? The 
| Vidame's looks gave him quickly to under- 
' ſtand his bulinels was very ſerious; © Iam 
- © come, ſays he, to truſt you with the moſt 
- *jmportant Afﬀair of my Life : T know very 


- ©*fidence, becauſe I do it in a time I ſtand in 
* *need of your help, but T am fatisfid with- 
> ©al I ſhould have loſt your eſteem, had I zc- 
*quainced you with what I am gong to tel! 
* fyou, without being forc'd to it by abſolute 
© ©neceſſity. I have dropp'd the LetterI ſpoke 
> *of yeſterday, 1t concerns me extremely, no 
* one thould know it was addrefs'd to me. 
* Several who were at the Tennis-Court ye- 
* ſterday, where I dropp'd it, have ſeen it. 
* You were there, and I beg the favour you 
* would own you have loſt it, Sure, ſays 
* Monſieur de Nemours, ſmilinz, you think 
* T have not ſuch a thing as a Miſtreſs in the 
: World, that you can make me a Propofal of 

* this 
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« this Nature, as if there were not a Perſon 
c living would fall out with me upon notice 
« of my receiving Letters of that fort. ©I 


© pray, Sir, ſays the YVidame, be ſerious: If 


< you have a Miſtreſs, (as I quettion not but 
© you have, though I know her not,) you 
© will eafily juſtifie your ſelf, and I will put 
<you 1n an intallible way for it : If you ſhould 
* not juſtiftie your ſelf, the worlt you can 
«* fear 1s a thort falling out : My caſe 1s much 


© worle ; by this unlucky Adventare, I ſhall 


© diſhonour a Perſon who hath paſſionately 
©lov'd me, and is one of the moſt Eneſtima- 
© ble Women of the World, beſides, I thall 
* procure my lelf her implacable hatred to the 
* certain ruine of my Fortune, and perhaps 
© ſomething more. *©TI underſtand you not, 
© anſwers Monſzeur de Nemours, but I be- 
© gin methinks to dilcover the reports we 
©have had of a great Princeſs being con- 
*cern'd for you, are not without ground. 
© They 
* with they. had been ſo, I thould not have 
© been then 1n the trouble you lee me in. 1 
* will tell you all, to conviace you what a 
*condition I am 11. 

© Ever ſince I came to Court the Queen 
©hath been pleas'd to uſe me with particular 
*favour, and hath given me caule to believe 
© the hath kindneſs for me: Yet lo, that I 

|; *never 


are not, replys the YVidame, but 1. 
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Toe Princeſs of Cleve; 129 

* never entertain'd any thought of her but 
© what was full of reſpe&. 1 was deeply in 
” < love with Madam de Themines, you who 
© have ſeen her, may eafily judge it was not 

* ſtrange any. one ſhould love her, 1t ſhe lov'd 

* him as ſhe did me, Near two years {ince, 

© the Court being at Fourtainbleay, I was two 

* or three times in diſcourſe with the Queen 

* when there was very little company: I 

' thought my ſenſe pleas'd her, and that ſhe 
*approv'd what-everT laid. One day the fell 
*1nto a Diſcourſe of Confidence; I told her 

* there was not aPerlſon in the World I could 

| *entirely confide in, that I found many had 
| *repented of having done it, and that I 
* knew ſeveral things I had never ſpoken of, 
>} © The Queen told me,ſhe efteem'd me the bet- 
| *ter for'r, that ſhe had not found a Perſon 
*1n.-Fraxce could keep a Secret; and that 
*nothing troubl'd her more, becauſe it de- 

* priv'd her of the pleaſure of having a Con- 
_*fident; than which nothing more neceſla- 
"ry, elpectally for thoſe of her Quality : 
'She fell ſeveral times after into the like dil- 
'courſe, and made me acquainted with very 
particular Paſſages : At laſt I thought ſhe 


<_—  — 


4 e— 


"had a mind to learn ſome Secret of mine, * 


"and to truſt me with hers :*'I was ſo ſenſi- 
* ble of this diſtinguiſhing favour, it engag'd 
- me ſtrialy to her, and I made my Court to 

| = «her 
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730 The Princeſs of Cleve: 

© her with more afliduity than ordinary, One 
<Evening the King, and the Ladies, went on 
© Horſeback into the Forreſt to take the Air , 
©the Queen went not, being a little indiſpos'd, 
<1Iftaid:to wait on her, the walk'd down to 
©the Pond fide, and to be at more liberty, 
© would not be handed by the Gentlemen- 


©Ulſhers : Having taken a turn or two, the 


©came to me and bid me follow her : 7 would 
ſpeak with you, {ays ſhe, and by what 7 [hall ſay 
fo you, you will find 1 am your Friend, She 
ſtopp'd there, and look'd earneſtly on me ; 
Tons are in love, favs the, and becauſe you have 
7n4ae 0 0ne your Confident, you think your love 
zs not known; but it is, and to Perſons who 
are conceryd at it: You are obſerva, the place 


where you ſee your Miſtreſs is diſcover'd, and 


#here is a deſign to ſurprize you: Iknow not 
your Miſtreſs, nor do F ask you who ſhe is ; bat 
would arm you againſt the Plots that are laid 
for you. © Obſerve, Sir, what a Snare this 
© was from-a Queen, and how hard to eſcape : 
©She had a mind to know it I was in love, 
© and not asking whom I lov'd, bur letting me 
© ſee her pure intentions of doing me a kind- 
©nels, ſhe put it out of my thoughts to ſuſpect 
*her of Curioſity, much lels of Deſign. 

© But againſt all probability, I came to 2 


© diſcovery of the truth, I was in love with þ 


© Madam de Themines ; but though ſhe lov'd 
- Me, 


The Princeſs of Cleve. I;21 
© me, I was not ſo happy to have particular 
© places to ſee her, or to fear a ſurprize, I 
© ealily ſaw 'twas not ſhe the Queen ſpoke of: 
© 1 knew well enough I had ſome concern of 
© Gallantry with a Woman leis handſome, 
<and leſs levere than Madam de Themires, 
* and 1t was not 1impoſlible the place I us'd to 
* meet her might have been diicover'd ; but 
* that was a buſineſs I fo little car'd tor, I 
*could eaſily prevent any danger, by tor- 
© bearing to ſee her: Thus I refolv'd not to 
* confels any thing to the Queen, but affurd 
*her I had long laid afide the delire of gain- 
*ing the love of Women, whgre I might 
* hope for luccels, having found them al- 
* moſt all unworthy rhe Engagement of an 
* honeſt Man, and that I was now altoge- 
*ther for ſomething above them.. You do 
not anſwer me truly, rexglys the Queen, 7 am 
aſſur'd of the contrary, The manner of my 
ſpeaking to you, ſhould oblige you to hide n0- 
thins from mt. 1 am welling, adds ſhe, yo 
l[hould be one of my Friends, but not willing 
(having taken you into that Number) to be ig- 
norant how you are engay'd, See whether the 
Place of beings my Friend be too dear at the 
Price of making me your Confident : I pive you 
two aays to think on't, but after that time 1 
expect your anſwer, and remember, if 1 find 
you aeceive me, I ſhall never pardon you. 


K 2 * Having 


132 The Princeſs of Cleve. 

Having ſaid this, the Queen left me; 

© withoutexpecting my an{wer : You may be- 

© eve ſhe had ſaid enough to employ my 

© thoughts: I did not think the two days ſhe 

© had allowed me too long a time tocome to 

 *Reſolution. 1 faw ſhe was willing to know 

©1f I was 1n love, and that ſhe did not much 

5 delire I ſhould be ſo. TI contider'd the Con- 

© iequences of the Engagement I was entring 

F into, My Vanity was tickl'd with the fan- 

*cy of having a doula latrigue with 2 

* Queen, and a2 Queen whole Perion 1s ex- | 

© tremely amiable : On the other (ide, I lov d & 

* Madain de@hemines, and could not find | 

*1n myHeart to break with her quite g though 

2 Grmnirred a Petty-Treaſon againſt her, by 

* my Engagement with the other I tormeriy 

© rold you of, 1 apprehended the danger I 

* ſhould expole my elf to, if I deceiv'd the 

: (Pn, and how hard it would be to do it : 

'f ©Yet I could not reſolve to refuſe what For- 

| * tunc offer'd me, but was willing to run the | 
| * hazard of any thing my 111 Conduct might | 
* bring upon me: [ broke with thit Woman | 

| © where I teard a diſcovery, and was in ſ 

il *Hopes to conceal the intelligence I held 

bl * with Madam de Themines. 

| * At the two days end Ienter'd the Cham- Þ * 

l * ber where the Queen was with all the La- Þ | 

a 4 * dies about her, the ſaid aloud, and with 2 / 

iſ: | © Gra- & 


"R 
6 : 
- 
F> 
k 
; 


- >  ——_— _— 


— —— __—_— 


The Princeſs of Cleve. 133 
© Gravity that ſurpriz'd me, Have you thought 
of the Buſineſs I gate you in Charge, and fonnd 
out th: truth of it? ©Yes, Madam, an- 
« ſwer'd 7, and 'tis as I told your Majeſty, 
Come in the Evening when I am 4 writing, re- 


plys ſhe, and ou ſhail have further order. 


© Having made a profound Reverence, I 


< withdrew without further an{wer, and tail'd 
<not to attend at the hour aſſign'd: I tound 
© her 1n the Gallery, with her Secretary and 
© one of her Women : As ſoon as the ſaw me, 
ſhe came to me and took me to the other 
© end of rhe Gallery : well, lays ſhe, fox ſe- 
cond thounhts, have you nothing t0 ſay to me? 
And my uſage of yon, doth it nit de(erve you 
ſhould deal ſincerely with me? My lincerity, 


© Madam, rep!y'd 1, is the cauſe I have no- 


©thing to ſay ; and I twear to your Majeſty, 
* with all the re{pect due to your Majeity, I 


* have no Eng1gement with any Woman of 


© the Court. 7 well believe it,lays the,becauſe 7 
wiſhir ſo; ana I wilh it, tecauſe 1 defire to have 


you entirely mine, and that it would be im- 


poſſible IT ſnould be ſatisfied with your Friendlhip 
if you are in love: there ir mo truſting thoſe 
that are ſo, there's no relying on their ſecreſie : 
the Partiality they have for their Miſlreſſes, 
who ſtill take up the firſt room in their thouphts, 


ſuits not with the manner 1 would have you en- 
gag'd tome: Remember then that npon your giv- 
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T 34 The Princeſs of Cleve. 
ins me your word you are not otherwiſe en- 


gag'a, I Chuſe you ſor my Confiaent : Remem- 


ber 1 would have you entirely mine, and that 
you muſt have wo Friezd of either Sex, but 
{ach as 1 pleaſe to allow you z and that you are 
Fo quit all cares, but that of pleaſing me. Ton 
ſhall not liſe your Fortune by it, I ſhall take 
more care of it than you can your ſelf; and 


whatever I do for you 1 ſhall think it well be- 


{fow'd, if you anſwer my expectation of you, I 
have made choice of you to make you acquainted 
with ail my Griefs. and to help me ont of theme. 
You may judge they are no mean ones: I en- 
aure in appearance, with very little pain, the 
King's Engazement with the Ducheſs of Valen- 
tinols, but "tis inſupportable, She Governs 
the King, ſhe deludes him, ſhe cheats him; 
the ſlights me, ſhe hates me, ſhe hath debanch'a 
my Servants, they are all at her beck : The 
Oucen, my Danghter-in-Law, is ſo proud of her 
Beauty, and the Credit of her Uncles, ſhe pays 
7ne no reſpect, The Conſtahle Montmorency #s 
aſter of the King, and his Kingdom : He 
hates me, and hath given proofs of his hatred 
I ſhall never forget, The Marſha! St. Andre 
is a fiery young Favourite, who uſes me no bet- 
zer than the reſt; you would pity me, ſhould I 
give youa particular account of my misfortunes : 
Till zow 1 never aurſt truſt any Man with 


them ; 1 truſt you, give me no cauſe to repent 
it; 
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The Princeſs of Cleve. 135 
it, and let me have comfort of you. © As ſhe 
« {41d theſe words, her Eyes redden'd : I was 
< ſo ſenſible of the goodneſs ſhe-had expreſs'd 
« for me, I was going to-throw my ſelf at 
© her Feet, From that day ſhe plac'd entire 
© confidence in me, and did nothing with- 
© out firſt adviſing with me; and I have 
ever ſince maintain'd a Correſpondence 
© which holds to this day. 


Ee er en On 


PRINCESSP 
CLEVAE 


Ulie as I was, and full of my new En- 
gagement to the Queen, I held tair 
* and firm with Madam de Themines, by a na- 
© tural inclination it was not in my power to 
* vanquith: Yet methoughts ſhe cool'd in 
_ her love of me ; and where, had I been 
© wiſe, I ſhould have made uſe of the change 
© obſerv'd in herfor my Cure; it doubled my 
love, and I mannagd it lo ill, that the 
© Queen had ſome knowledge of ir. Jealou- 
« fie is natural to thoſe of her Nation,and per- 
: haps that Princeſs had a greater affection for 
* ME 


c 
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* me than ſhe her ſelf could imagine. Ac laſt 
« che report of my being 1n love diſturb'd and 
* troubled her to that height, tNat I thought 
* my felt an kundred times ruin'd in my Cre- 
© dit with her : But diligence, ſubmiſſion, and 
© falle Oaths brought me again into favour : 
© Yet it would not have been in my power to 
* have decetv'd her long, had not Madam 4e 
* Themipes, lore againi{t my will, diſengag'd 
* me from her. She made it appear her love 
* for me was at an end, andI was fo con- 
*vinc'd of it, that I was forc'd to torment her 
© no further, but let her alone. A ſhort time 
' *after ſhe writ me the Letter I have loſt: by 
*1t I perceiv'd ſhe knew the Commerce I had 
*with that WomanT told you of, and that 
* her Change proceeded from thence, Thence- 
* forward the Queen was well ſatisfied with 
*me, being no longer divided as formerly : 
* But the Sentiments I have for her being not 
*of a nature to render me incapable of en- 
*gaging elſewhere, and Love being not a 
'rhing depends on our Choice, 1 fell in love 
* with Madam de Mar tigaes, tor whom I had 
*no ſmall inclination, when ſhe was Yillemon- 
*tar's ' Maid of Honour to the = 
*Dauphin, I had reaſon to believe ſhe did 
* not hate me. The diſcretion I made ſhew 
* of, (ſhe not knowing all rhe Reaſons of it,) 


* pleas'd her very well: The Queen hath _ 
*1U> 
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< ſuſpicion of me on that ſide, but has on 
<another account which proves no leſs trou- 
« blefome: Madam &4e Afartzgucs being every 
« day at the Queen-Dauphn's, I frequeat her 
< Lodgings oftner than ordinary : ch& Queen | 
© fancy's I am 1n love with that Princels, 
< The quality of Madam Za-Danphize being 
*equal to the Queens, and her beauty and 
*youth above hers, have made the Queen 
« jealous even to fury, and flld her with a 
© hatred ſhe can no longer conceal againſt her 
< Daughter-in-Law: The Cardinal of Lorrazn, 
© who (I have long thought) alpires the 
* Queen's favour, and ſees me poſlels a place 
* he would willingly bein, under pretence of 
* reconciling the Queens, 1s become con- 

« cern'd 1n the differences between them. I 
© make no doubt but he hath diſcover'd the 
© true Cauſe of the Queen's anger, and I 
©believe he does me all kinds of ill Offices, 
© without letting her ſee he doth it on deſign : 
© This 1s the ſtate of my preſent condition ; 
© judge you what effe&t the Letter I have loſt 
* may produce, which I unfortunately put in- 
*to my Pocket to reſtore it to Madam ae 
© Themines, Tt the Queen ſee this Letter, 
* ſhe Will know I have deceiv'd her ; and that 
© almoſt the ſame time I deceiv'd her by Ma- 
© dam de Themines, I deceivd Madam 4de 


* Themines by another ; Judge you what - 
Yu 
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<will think of me then, and whether ſhe 


© will ever truſt my words more. If ſhe ſee 


© not the Letter, what ſhall I ſay to her? 
< She knows it hath been given the Queen- 
< Dauphin, the will believe Chaſtelart knew 
< her Hand, and that the Letter was hers : 
« he will imagine her ſelf perhaps the Perſon, 
© the that wrote the Letter declares her ſelf 
© jealous of, In a word, ſhe hath occaſion 
© ro think any thing, and there 1s nothing ſo 
© bad but I have cauſe to fear from her 
©thoughts : beſides, I am heartily concern'd 
*<for Madam ae Martigues, the Queen- 
© Dauphin will certainly ſhew her this Letter, 
© which ſhe will believe lately writ; thus 
© ſhall I be embroyl'd with the Perſon, whom 
oof all the World ITlove moſt, no leſs than 
© with the Perlon, whom of all the World I 
© have moſt cauſeto fear, See now whether 
<I have not reaſon to conjure you to own 


© the Letter as yours, and to beg the favour 


*of you to get itout of the Queen-Dauphun's 
* Hands. 

©lam very well ſfatisf'd, anſwers Monſieur 
© de Nemours, you are ſufficiently perplex'd ; 
*and it cannot be deny'd but you very well 
* deſerve it. I have been charg'd with un- 
* faithfulneſs in my Amours, and being en- 
© gag'd at the ſame time in ſeveral Gallan- 


*tries; but you have ſo far out-done me, I 
«© durſt 
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140 The Princeſs of Cleve, 


© dur{t not have imagin'd what you have un- 
*dertaken: Could you pretend to hold fair 
* with Madam de Themires, and keep her 
< firm to you, being engag'd to the Queen ? 
< Could you hope to engage with the Queen, 
< and deceive her? She 1s an 1/a/zax, and a 
< Queen, and conſequently full of fuſpicions 
« of Jealouſie, and of Pride, When 
« c50d Fortune, rather than your good Go- 
< duct, had ſer you at liberty from the En- 
« gagements you were tormerly concern'd1n, 
© you enter'd into new ;” and fancy'd that 1n 
: the mid{t of the Court you could be in love | 
- with Madam de artizues and the Queen | \ 
< not know 1t : You could not have been too | , 
« careful of raking from her rhe ſhame of hav- || c 
«109 made the firft motion : ſhe has for you a || 
« violent Paſſion z you have more diſcretion | , 
« than to tell 1t me, and], than to ask you of | « 
<1t : Certain 1t 15 ſhe loves you, andintruſts | 
<you ; andthe truth ts, you are to be blam'd. | « 
© IS 1t your part, Sir, to chide me, ſays zhe | c 
© YViadame, interupting him ; and are not you | 
* concern'd to be indulgent to faults within Þ| « 
© your Experience? ©Iconfels I am to blame, Þþ « | 
« bur think, I conjure you, how to get mef « 
© out of this Abyſs: Ithink you muſt go lee ff « 
* che Queen-Dauphin as ſoon as ſhe awakes, |} « : 
* and as her for the Letter as if you had loſt} , * 
* it, © have told you already, replys Mon-l| ' © 


© fient 


The Princeſs of Cleve; 14r 
" © Geur ae Nemours, the thing you propoſe is 
* ſomewhat extraordinary, and there are dit- 
© ficulties 1n it, I am (upon my own ac- 
* count} very loth to engage in. But if the 
© Letter hath been ſeen ro drop out of your 
© Pocket, how ſhall I perſwade them it 
* dropp'd out of mine? *©fT thought I had 
*told you, ſays the YViaame, the Queen- 
* Dauphin hath been inform'd you had dropp'd 
*it. *How, replys Monſieur de Nemours, 
* haſtily, (apprehending the 1ll conſequence 
* the mittake might be of to him with Ma- 
*dam ae Cleve,) Have they told the Queen- 
* DauphinI dropp'd the Letter ? *© Yes, ſays 
* the Vidame, they have told her ſo: And 
*the reafon of the miſtake 1s, there were ſe- 
* veral of the Queen's Gentlemen 1n a Cham- 
* ber belonging to the Tenmis-Court, where 
* our Clothes were 'put up, and your Ser- 
*vants and mine went together to fetch 
*them: Then it was the Letter was dropp'd, 
* thoſe Gentlemen gather'd it up and read it: 
*aloud; ſome thought it was yours, others 
* thought 1t mine: Chaſtelart, who took it, 
*told me juſt now, as I ask'd him for it, that 
*he had given it the Queen-Dauphin as a 
* Letter of yours: And thoſe who {poke of it 
"to the Queen, have unfortunately ſaid it 
* was mine : You may eaſily do what I deſire, 
*and get me out of this trouble, 
Mon- 
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142 The Princeſs of Cleve. 
Monſieur de Nemours had ever been a 
great lover of the YVidame of Chartres, and 
his near relation to Madam 4d? Cleve made 
him love him the more, yet he could not pre- 
ſently reſolve to run the hazard of owning 
that Letter: He fell into a deep itudy, and 
the Yiaame gueſſing the cauſe of his medita- 
tion, © I lee well enough, ſays he, you are 
*afraid of a Broil with you Miſtreſs, and 
© would make me believe it is the Queen- 
©Dauphin ; but you have lo little jealouſie 
© of Monſieur a Arville, I cannot think it 1s 
*ſhe. However, "tis not reaſonable you ſhould 
* ſacrifice your Repole to mine, and I will put 
*you1n a way to convince your Miltrels the 
Letter was directed to me, and not you : 
© See here a Billet from Madam 4 Amvozſe, 
*who 1s a Friend of Madam ae Themines, 
© and her Confident in the Amours between 
*me and her: By this Billet Madam &' Am- 
< bez(e deſires me to ſend her her Friends Let- 
©ter I have loſt ; the Billet is addrelsd to me 
© by Name, and the Contents of it are an 
© infallible Proof the Letter the delires 1s 
© the ſame they have found. I am content 
* you ſhould take the Buller, and ſhew it your 
* Miſtreſs for your juſtification, 1 conjure 
© you not to lolea moments time, but go pre- 
* ſently to the Queen-Dauphin's Lodgings. 

Mon- 


— 
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Monſieur des N emoyrs promis'd to do fo. 
and took the Billet ; yet he defign'd not to 
fee the Queen-Dauphin, but thought he had 
bulinels concern'd him more : He made no 
doubt but the had told Madam de Cleve of 
the Letter, and he could not endure a Perſon 
he lov'd fo deſperately, ſhould have occaſion 
ro believe him engag'd with another, 

He went to her as ſoon as he thought her 
awake, and ſent her word he would not have 
defir'd the honour to ſee her at ſo unſeaſonable 
an hour, but that he had extraordinary buſt- 
nels, Madam 4e Cleve was a-Bed, troubled 
with the ſad thoughts ſhe had had all that 
Night : ſhe was extremely ſurpriz'd to hear 
Monſieur de Nemours ask*'d for her, that 
Nights trouble had made her to froward, ſhe 
preſently an{wer'd ſhe was not well, and 
could not ſpeak with him. 

Monſieur ae Nemours was not forry for the 
Repulſe; he thought it no ill Omen the ex- 
pre(s'd ſome coldnels at a time ſhe had occa- 
l1on to be jealous: He went to the Apart- 
ment of Monſieur de Cleve, and told him he 
came from his Ladys, and was much trou-- 
bled he could not ſpeak with her, upon buſt- 
neſs of conſequence that concern'd the Y7- 
aame of Chartres, He gave Monſieur 4c 

' Cleve a ſhort account of the Aﬀeair, and he 
took him along preſently to his Lady's Cham- 
ber. 
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144 The Princeſs of Cleve; 
ber. Had ſhe not been in the dark, ſhe could 
hardly have conceal'd her trouble and aſto- 
niſhment, to ſee Monſieur 4: Nemours led 
into her Chamber, by her Husband, Mon- 
ſieur ae Cleve told her the buſineſs was about - 


a Letter, wherein they wanted her help in 


behalf of the Y:idame, that ſhe was to conli- 
der with Monſieur de Nemours what was to 
be done, as for him he mult go to the King 
who had newly lent for him. 
Monſieur de Nemours had his hearts de- 
fire, to be alone with Madam ae Cleve, 
<am come to ask you, Madam, ſays he, if 
© the Queen-Dauphin hath not ſpoken to you 
© of a Letter Chaſte/art gave her yeſterday. 
She ſaid ſomething to me of it, anſwers Ma- 
dam de Cleve ; but 7 av yo? ſee how my Un- 
cle can be concern'd init, being not ſo much 25 
nam d init, © Tis true, Madam, replys Mon- 
© fieur de Nemours, he 1s not nam'd 1n it ; 
* but it was addrels'd to him, and it highly 
© concerns him you ſhould get it out of the 
* Queen-Dauphin's Hands, 7 canner con- 
cezve, ſays Madam de Cleve, how it ſhould 
concern him to have this Letter ſeen , and why 
it ſhould be ask'd for as his, *If you pleaſe to 
* oive me the hearing, Madam, replys Mon- 
. freur ae Nemours, I will preſently make 


*you acquainted with the truth, and inform 
\ © you of matters of ſo great importance to 


© the 


— <—_— 
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*the Vidame, that I would not have truſted 
© the Prince of C/eve with them, had Inot 
* needed his affiſtance to have the honour to 
© ſee you. 1 ſuppoſe what you tan [ay to me 
will be to ſraall purpoſe, ſays Madam de (eve, 
very unconcernedly,yos were better findout the 
Qneen-Danphin, and without going ſo far #- 
bout, tell her the intereſt you have in that Let- 
ter, for ſhe hath been inform'd it belongs tv 
on. | 
; Monſieur ds Nemonrs was never better 
pleas'd, than to obſerve ſome peeviſhnels and 
| frowardneſs in Madam de Cleve's diſcourſes it 
| delighted him ſo, he was not very haſty to juſti- 

fe Fimſelf: *I know not, ſays he, Madan; 
© what the Queen-Danphin hath beef in- 
E ©form'd, but am not at all concern'd id the 
* ©Letter, it was addrel(s'd to the Yidame: 7 
belzeve it, replys Madam de Cleve, but the 
Uucen-Danphin hath been told otherwiſe 5 and 
it will not appear very probable to her, 4 Let- 
ter of the Vidame's ſhould drop out of your 
[Pocket ; for that reaſon at leaſt you have #0 
| cauſe that 1 know of to conceal the truth from 
; (the Queen-Danphin: 1 adviſe yout to confeſs it 
> (fo her, ©I have nothing to confels to her, 
- Bf /ays he, the Letter was not addreſs'd tome x 
*and if there be any one I deſire ſhould be- 
*lieve ſo, 'tis not the Queen-Dauphin; Bur, 
> B* Madam, fince this buſineſs concerns'the Y-- 
e L : AaMe 


Jas The Princeſs of Cleve; 
© dame as much as his Fortune 1s worth, be 
* pleas'd to be made acquainted with Paſſages 
©1n themſelves worthy your Curiofity. Ma- ) 
dam de Cleve by her ſilence thew'd her rea- 
dineſs to hear him, and he with all poſſible | 
brevity gave her an account of what the 77- | 
dame had told him; though the Paſlages ; 
1 

; 

; 


were aſtoniſhing, and ſuch as dcic rv'd any, 
OIIES attention, Madam ac C.ete heard chem | 


with that coldnels and indifferency as if the | 
had not believ'd them, or ar leaſt not been! | 
& 


LY 


any ways conceri'd for them : the continu d| 
in that temper till Monſieur de, Nemours rold}s 
her of the Billet from Madam «” 4mbo;ſe to}: 
the Yidame of Chartres, which prov'd all he j 

i 


ſaid to be true, Madam ade Cleve knew that 
Lady was Madam 4e Themines Friend, and|? 
thought it probable, by what Monſieur 4: F 
Nemonrs (aid, the Letter was not addrels'd to/: 
him. That very thought ſuddenly, and in} 
ipight of her, put her out of that coldnels! 
and indifterency ſhe had till then been 1n. | 
The Prince having read to her the Billet to} 


juſtifie himſelf, preſented it to her, telling} 


her the might know «the Character. She! 
could not forbzar taking it, and examining}, 
the Superſcriprion,it addrels'd to the YVidame,þ 
and reading it all over,that ſhe might the bet-} | 
ter judge whether the Letter that was ask'd 1 


for were the ſame ſhe had. Monſieur de Ne } 
monrs | 


— 
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z2wurs added what he thought proper to COn- 
vince her, and eaſily convinc'd her (ota 
truth. ſhe was very deſirous to find) that he 
was not concern'd in the Letter. 

She began then to diſcourle with him of 
the trouble and dahger the Fidame was in, to 
blame his ill Conduct, and find means to help 
him. She was aſtoniſh'd at the Queens pro- 
ceeding, and confe(s'd to Monſieur de Ne- 
urs the had the Letter. In a word, asſoon 
as ſhe believ'd him innocent, ſhe poke with 
freedom and quietnels, of the things ſhe be- 
fore ſcarce vouchlafed to hear ; they agreed 
the Letter ſhould not be reſtor'd to the 
Queen-Dauphin, for fear the ſhould ſhew it 
Madam ae Martigues, who knew the Hand 
of Madam de T hemines, and was fo con- 
cern'd for the 7idame, the would eaſily gueſs 
it was addreſs'd to ' him. Beſides, they 
thought it not proper to acquaint the Queen- 
Dauphin with all that concern'd her Mother- 
1n-Law, the Queen. Madam de Cleve was 
not alittle glad of the Pretence of her Uncle's 
concern in the caſe, to be Monſieur de Ne- 
20urs's Confident of the Secrets he impaited 
to her. 

The Prince would not have contin'd his 
diſcourle to the Yidame's concern, but fromt 
the liberty he had to entertain her, would 
have taken a, boldne(s he never yet durft, 
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had not a Meſſage been brought her, the 
Queen-Dauphin had ſent for her : Monſieur 
de Nemonrs was forc'd to retire, and went to 
tell the Y:dame, that ajter he had left him he 
thought 1t more for the purpole to addreſs 
himſelf to Madam ae Cleve his Niece, than 
godirectly to the Queen-Dauphin. He want- 
ed not Reaſons to make him approve of what 
= had done, and put him in hopes of ſuc- 
CTIS, 

Madam ae Cleve the mean time dreſs'd 
her ſelf in all haſte to go to the Queen : ſhe 
ſcarce entred the Chamber, but the Queen 
callPd her up to her, and whiſper'd her ſhe 
had look'd for her two long hours, and was 
never ſo perplex'd about diſguiſing a truth as 
ſhe had been-that Morning. The Queen, ſays 
ſhe, hath heard ſpeak of the Letter I gave you 
veſterday, and believes it s the Vidame de 


Chartres /et zt fall, TYouknow ſhe may be ſome- | 


what concern'd on that account : ſhe hath beex 
2n ſearch of the Letter, and cauns'd Chaſtelart 
to be ask'd for it ; he told her he had given it 
me: they ask'd me fer it unaer pretence it was 


a pretty Letter the Queen had agreat mind to » 


fee, IT durſt not tell her you had it, leſt ſhe f 
ſhould imagine I had given it yiu on yeur Uncle | 


the Vidame's account ; and that there might be 


a Correſpondence letwen me and him, Iwas | 
ſatisfiid it was atroulle to her le ſaw me ſo | 
often, | 
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often,ſo that1 ſaid the Letter was in theClothes 
I had on yeſterday, and that thoſe who had them 
in keeping were gone abroad, Give me the 
Letter quickly, adds ſhe, that 1 may ſend it 
her, and read it before I ſend it, to ſee if I 
know the Hand. 

Madam de Cleve found her ſelf in a grea- 
ter perplexity than ſhe could have expected, 
' Tknow not what you ſhall ao, Madam, lays the; 
* for Monſieur de Cleve, to whom I gave it to 
' read, Math reſtor'd it to Monſieur de Ne- 
mours, who came early this Morning to deſire 
you tolet him have it : Monſieur de Cleve had 
ſo little wit to tell himbe had it, and the weak - 
2 preſs to yield to Monſicny de Nemours's 7e- 
* queſt of having it again, You put me into the 
'* preateſt trouble Tan bein, anſwers the Queen- 
; Dauphin, ad have avxe wery il! to give Mon- 
{ieur de Nemours the Letter you had received 
of me, and ſhould not have parted with with- 
out my leave : what would you have me ſay to 
the Queen, and what can ſhe imanine? She 
will. helzeve, and not without reaſon, the Let- 
ter concerns me, and that there is ſome preat 
matter between the Vidame and me : ſhe will 
never be perſwaaded the Letter belong'd to Mon- 
fieur de Nemours. 7 am very ſorry, replys 
Madamde Cleve, for the trouble 1 have caus'd 
7 you, and believe it great a5it s; but "tis the 
7 fault of Monſieur de Cleve, and not mints 
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'Tis your fault, ſays the Queen-Dauphin, zz 
giving him the Letter : No woman but your 
felf makes her Husband acquainted with all ſhe 
knows, [believe I didill, Madam, anſwers 
Madam de Cleve, but let is think of repair- 
zng the Fault, not of examiningit. Do not 
you remember, pretty near, what was in the 
Letter, ſays the Queen-Dauphin? Tes 1Ma- 
azm, replys Madam de Cleve, 7 do, having 
read it ſeveral times over, If ſo, lays the 
Queen- Dauphin, we muſt preſently have it 
written in a ſtrange Hana, ana ſepd it the 
Qneen, She will not [ew it thoſe who have 
"ſeenits; and if ſhe do, I will maintain it the 
ſame Chaſtelart gave me, and he aares not ſay 
etherwiſe, 

Madam de Cleve approved of the Expedi- 
ent, and the more, becaule it would give her 
occaſion of ſending for Monſieur de Nemonrs, 
£0 have the Letter again, to be Copted word 
for word, and pretty near the Hand it was 
written 1n, waereby ſhe thought the Queen 
xvould infallibly be deceiv'd. As ſoon as ſhe 
came home. ſhe told her Husband the trouble 
the Queen-Dauphin was 1n, and pray'd him 
to ſend for Monſieur de Nemours : He was 
ſent for, and came preſently. Madam 4e 
Cleve told him all ſhe had inform'd her Hus- 
band of, and ask'd him for the Letter. Mon- 
eur de Nemours anſwerd he had reſtor'd it 

| | r© 
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to the YVidame, who was ſo glad of it, that 
he ſent it immediately to Madam ae The- 
mines's Friend : Madam ae Cleve was now 
in freſh trouble ; having conſulted awhile, 
they reſolved to frame a Letter by memory, 
they lock'd themlelves up to do 1t; order was 
- given at the Gate no perion thould come in , 
' Monſieur de Nemours Attendants were all 
ſent home ; {uch an appearance of Conf 
dence was no ſmall Charm to Moniieur 4: 
Nemours , and even to Macoam 4e Cleve : 
' Her Husband's being by,and her Uncie being 
ſo deeply concern'd 1n the matter, iatish'd all 
her ſcruples : the ſight of Monſieur de e- 
monurs pleas'd her lo well, it gave her a joy 
{o pure and ſincere, ſhe never had the like ; 
This made her fo free, and 1ſo jovial, Mon- 
ſieur de Nemours had never {cen her lo be- 
fore, and was more paſſionately in love with 
her than ever : He never had a more plea- 
ſant time, which made him more lively and 
chearful ; and when Madam ae C/eve would 
begin to think of the Letter and write, he 1n- 
ſtead of helping her, in good earneſt did but 
7 Interrupt her, and ſpeak plealantly to her: 
+ Madam ae Cleve was gay as he, fo that the 
; were long lock'd up together, and two Mel- 
E ſengers were come from the Queen-Dauphin 
7 to bid Madam 4e Cleve haſten, before they 


7 had finiſh'd the Letter half. 
L 4 Mon- 
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Monſieur de Nemours was ſo willing to 
prolong time that pleas'd him ſo well, he for- | 
got his Friends Intereſt, Madam de Cleve © 
too was lo far from being tyr'd with her En- + 
tertalnment, ſhe forgot the intereſt of her : 
Uncle. At laſt with much ado the Letter : 
was [carce ready by four a Clock, and lo ill 
done, and the Character ſo unlike the Ori- |: 
oinal, that the Queen muſt have taken ſmall 
care to find out the truth of it, if they could |* 
have impos'd on her ſo: But as careful as |* 


they were, and earneſt to perſwade her, the |. 


Letter was addreſt to Monſieur de Nemonrs ; 
ſhe was not decety'd, but fully convinc'd it |: 
belong'd to the Yidame : Beſides, ſhe believ'd- |. 
the Queen-Dauphin concern'd in it, and that |: 
there was a Correſpondence between them : © 
This heightned her hatred againſt that Prin- | 
ceſs to that degree, that ſhe never pardon'd | 
Her , or ceas'd perlecuting her, till ſhe had ': 
driven her out of France, z 
As for the Y:dame it utterly ruin'd him ; | 
and whether the Cardinal of Zorrain had al- © 
ready hit the way to pleaſe her, or that the | 
adventure of this Letter, having made it ap- 
ear ſhe had been deceiv'd in the Yidame, | 
elp'd her to find out other tricks he had | 
Plaid her, certain it 1s, he never after could | 
recover her favour; their Correſpondence |! | 
was broke, and at length ſhe loſt him in the |! 
+5 19 Wovka OY DT Con- | 
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= Conſpiracy 6f Ambriſe, wherein he had a 
\ hand, | 
When the Letter was ſent to the Queen- 
+ Dauphin , Monſieur de Cleve, and Monſieur 
! de Nemours went their way. Madam 4e 
- Cleve being alone, and no longer ſupported 
: with the joy infus'd by the preſence of one 
© thelov'd, was like one newly awak'd out of 
: adream ; ſhe was aſtoniſh'd to conſider the 
| prodigious difference between her condition 
- the night before, and that ſhe was now 1n: 
ſhe remembred how ſharp and how cold ſhe 
had appear'd to Monſieur de Nemours, while 
: ſhe thought the Letter from Madam de The- 
' mines Was addreſt to.him , and what a calm, 
| what a pleaſure ſucceeded immediately, as 
© ſoon as he had perſwaded her the Letter con- 
-- cern'd him not : When ſhe refle&ted how ſhe 
©: reproach'd her ſelf as Criminal, for having 
_ © theday before given him only ſome marks of 
| her pity, and that by her ſharpneſs this 
© morning ſhe gave him caule to believe her 
© jealous (the infallible proof of paſſion ) ſhe 
| thought the was not her felt : when ſhe. con- 
lider'd further, Monſieur de Nemonrs ealily 
” ſaw the knew him in love with her, and 
| that notwithſtanding that knowledge , ſhe 
| had been ſo far from uſing him the worſe for 
| 1t, even in her Husbands company, that. on 
| thecontrary, ſhe had never look'd AY ſo 
3 bas avou- 
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favourably, which was the reaſon Monſieur 
de Cleve had ſent for him to paſs the after- | 
noon together in private : ſhe found ſhe had / 


ſomerhing in her held intelligence with 


Monſieur de Nemonrs, that ſhe deceriv'd a Huſ- © 


band who ot all men leaſt deſerv'd it, and 
ſhe was atham'd to appear to him that lov'd 


her, ſo little worrhy his Efteem , that which |: 
troubled her moſt, was the thought of her |! 
condition the night paſt, and what piercing |* 


griefs the was under while the thought Mon- 


fieur de Nemours was 10 tove with another, | 7: 
and that ſhe was decetv'd in him when the | 77, 


fancy'd her ſelf the object of his paſſion. 


Never till then had ſhe been acquainted |? 
with the mortal inquietudes of jealouſte and |: 
diſtruſt ; the had apply'd all her cares to ſave | 
her ſelf from being 1n love with Monſieur de |: 
Nemours, and had not begun to tear his be- |* 
ing in love with another : though the ſuſpt- |Jti 
tions the Letter gave her were vaniſh'd, yet |: 


they left her {en{ible ſhe might be deceiv?d, 


and gave her impreſſions of jealouſie and di- || 


{truſt,ſhe had till then been alrogether a ſtran- 
ger to: the was amaz d ſhe had not yet con- 
{iider'd how improbable it was a Man fo in- 
conſtant towards Women as Monſieur -de 
Nemonrs had always been, could be capable 
of a ſincere and durable ingagement ; ſhe 


thought it next to impoſlible ſhe could ous 
| 'c 
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r © be ſatisfi'd of the truth of his paſſion, Bur 
. \ if 1 ſhould, lays ſhe, what would 1 do? wonld 2 
| Jendure it ? would 1 anſwer it ? would I ingage 
| Tina piece of Gallantry? would 1 be falſe ts 
. 2 Monſieur de Cleve? would I be falſe to my 
elf? would 1, in a word, expoſe my ſelf to the 
deadly ſorrows, to the mortifying penitence 
Love is attenaed with? 1 am vanquiſh'd, 1 ans 
Jenquer's by an inclination which ſways me, 
\which drags me along in ſpicht of my heart ,, 
\my reſolutions are vain; 1 thought yeſterday 
lai 1 think now, and aft to day quite contrary 
to yeſterdays reſolutions , I mnſt withdraw my 
ſelf from the preſence of Monſieur de Ne- 

mours, 1 muſt go into the Country, how extra- 
ivapant ſoever my journey appear , and if Mon- 
/ieur de Cleve be obſtinate to the contrary, or 
Jro know the reaſon of it, will it be any harm 
"mr him or my ſelf to let him know it, She con- 
Jtinued in this relolution, and ſtaid all that E- 

Zvening at home, without going to enquire 
Jot the Queen-Dauphin,what was become of 
Uthe falſe Letter of the Yidame. 

? When Monſieur de C/eve return'd home. 

the told him the had a deſire to go into the 

Country, that ſhe was not very well, and it 

gwould do her good to take the air: Monſieur 

Ke Cleve, In whole eyes ſhe appear'd ſo beau- 

Xitul,that he could not imagine her indiſpoſ1- 

Kon conſiderable, laught at the propoſal, and 
4 all- 
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anſwer'd, ſhe forgot the Marriage of the Prin- 
ceſs, and the Turnament were nigh at hand ; 
and that ſhe had not too much time for pre- 
paration, to appear there with magnificence 
equal to that of other Ladies : Her Husbands 
reaſons alter'd not her mind, ſhe 1ntreated he 
would be pleas'd, while he went with the 
King to Compiegye, ſhe might go to Colox- 
z#iers, a fair Houſe then a building, within 
a days journey of Paris, Monſieur de Cleve 
gave his conſent , ſhe went thither with de- 
ſign not to return quickly ; the King took 
his Progreſs for Compiegne, intending a ſhort 
i ſtay there. 

M1 Monſieur de Nemours was much griev'd he 
had not ſeen Madam de Cleve ſince the Afﬀer- 
noon he had paſt fopleaſantly in her compa- 
ny, to the ſtrengthening of his hopes , he 
was under that impatience to ſee her again, 


that he could nor reſt ; ſo that when the 
King return'd to Par, he reſolv'd to go to 


— —_ oy 
py » 


Champagne , hard by Colonniers, He ask'd 
the Y:d4ame to go with him , he eafily con- 
Li ſented : Monſieur d& Nemours made the pro- 
R | poſal, in hopes to ſee Madam ae Cleve, by 


g01ng with the Yidame to her houſe. 

Madam 4e Merceur received them with a 
great deal of joy, and made it her buſineſs to 
(| give them all the pleaſures and divertiſe- 
j | ments 


his Siſters the Ducheis of Mercenr's in 
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ments of the Country : One day as they 
were a Hunting a Buck, Monſieur de Ne- 
»0ur5 loſt himſelf in the Forreſt 5 and enqui- 
ring the way, he was told, he was near Cs- 
 lonniers, Atthat word, without further con- 
lideration, or knowing on what deſign, he 
gallop'd away full ipeed towards Colopnrers. 
As he rode, he came to made-V Vays, and 
Walks which he thought led nm toward the 
Caſtle : At the end of thoſe Walks he found 
a Pavillion, with a large Bower on either 
{ide, one whereof open'd towards a Garden 
of Flowers, and was ſeparated from the For- 
reſt only by Pales, the other fac'd a great 
VValk in the Park. He entered the Pavillion, 
and would have ſpent time 1n obſerving the 
beauty of it, but that he ſaw in the VValk 
Monſieur and Madam 4e Cleve attended with 
a numerous Train of their Domeſticks : He 
expected not to have found Monſieur 4c 
Cleve there, whom he had left with the 
King :; this made him think of hiding him- 
ſelf, He entered the Bower openu g to the 
Flower-Garden, as having the converience 
of a door opening to the Ferret, at which, 
upon occaſion, he might get out : But ha- 
ving oblery'd Madam de C/: 5c and her Hul- 
band ſet under the Pavillion, and their Do- 
meſticks ſtaying behind in the Park, and ha- 
ving no way to come to him,witkout paſſing 
through 
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through the place Monſieur and Madam a 
Cleve were 1n, he could not forbear taking 
the pleaſure of a fight of the Princeſs, nor 
reſiſt the Curioſity of hearkening to her dit- 
courſe with a Husband who gave him more 
jealouſie than any of his Rivals. 

| He heard Mounſteur de Cleve lay to his La- 
dy, But why will you not return to Paris ? 
< what 1s 1t can keep you here 1n the Coun- 
*try? You have of late an inclination for 
© ſolitude that amazes me, and troubles me 
* extremely, becaule 1t occaſions our ſepara- 
© tion : beſides I ſee you are more melanchol- 
*ly than ordinary, and I am afraid you have 
* {ome caule of grief. ©I am not under any 
© trouble, ſays ſhe xs one very much perplex'd ; 
© but there 1s ſuch a buſtle at Court, and [uch 
* a multitude of people always at your Houle, 
© it 15 impoſſible but it ſhould tire both Body 
* and Soul, and I cannot bur delire a place of | 
© retirement and repoſe. © Repoſe, azfwers | 
* he, 15 not proper for a Perſon of your age, 
*you are both at home and at Court 1n a con- | 
* dition that cannot occaſion your wearineſs; | 
*Irather fear you have a deſire of living a- þ 
* part from me. © You would do meextreme 
* wrong, ſhould you think ſo, ſays ſhe, more 
*4nd more perpl:x'd , but let me beg of you 
* leave me here. © Could you ſtay here, and | 
* without company, I ſhould be very glad of | 
its | 
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The Princeſs of Cleve: 5g 
© it; if you could be content not to have about 
«© you that infinite of Viſitants that almoſt ne- 

© yer leave you to your ſelf, Ah! Madam, 
© crys Monſieur. de Cleve, your Countenance 
«and your Expreſſions tell me plainly, you 
© have reaſons to deſire to be alone, which I 
© do not know, but I conjure. yow to tell me 
*them: He preſs 'd her long, but could not 
«prevail with her to tell him, having long 
© deny'd him 1n ſuch a manner as ſtill increas'd 
© his Curiolity : ſhecontinued filent a « hile, 
with her Eyes to the Ground ; and then 
ſuddenly looking upon him, «Force me not, 
ſays /he,to confels toyoua thing Thave not the 
* power todeclare,though have often deſi 1gn'd 

© 1t: Think only *tis nor prudent a Woman of 
* my age, and Miſtreſs of her Condud&t. thould 
* remain expos'd 1a the middle of the Courr. 
© What a Proſpect have you given me, Ma- 
* dam, crys Monſieur de Cleve, Ido not tell 
© you what it 1s, for fear of giving you of- 
© fence? She. anſwer'd not a word, and her 
filence confirming the thoughts of her Hus- 
band. © You tell me nothing, ſays he: and 
* that tells me clearly I amnot miſtaken. Ah! 
* IC, ſays jhe, falling down on her Kaees, I 
© am going to inake a Confeſſion no Woman 
* ever made to her Husband, yet the inno» 
©cence of my Intentions and Condutt give 
© me power to do it: Tis true I have reaſons 
0 
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© to abſent from Court, and to avoid the dan- 
* gers Perſons of my age are in there: I have 
© never been guilty of giving any Mark of weak- } 
* ne(s, and I cannot fear Ieverſhall,if you allow / 
© me the liberty to retire from Court, or if I 
© had ſtill Madam 4e Chartres to affilt me in 
© my Conduct: As dangerous as is the courſe 
*I take, I take it with joy to preſerve my ſelt 
* worthy of you : I ask your pardon a thou- | 
© ſand times if I have any Sentiments diſpleaſe | 
© you, aſſure your ſelf my Actions never (hall. | 
* Think that todo as I dorrequires more kind- | 
*nels and eſteem for a Husband than ever 
*Wite had. Diſpoſe of me, dire&t me, 
* have pity on me ; and if you can, ſtill love 
* me. 

Monlteur de Cleve all the while ſhe ſpoke 
lean'd his Head on his Hand, almoſt beſides | 
himſelf, and never thought of making her | 
riſe up from the poſture ſhe was in, When | * 
ſhe had done ſpeaking, and he fix?d his Eyes | * 
on her and ſaw her at his Feet, her Face no | 
leſs drown'd in tears,than admirable for beau- 
ty, he was ready to dye for grief; and ta- |. 
King her up in his Arms, © Have you pity on | 
* me, Madam, ſays be, for I need and deſerve 
*1t; and pardon meif in the firſt Afault of 
* a grief ſo violent as mine is, I anſwer not as 
*T ought ſuch a proceeding as yours: I think 
tyou more worthy eſteem and yy 

cnalt | 
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* than any Woman that ever was ; and my 
© {elf the moſt unfortunate of Men. I have 
© been paſſionately in love with you from the 
© firſt moment I ſaw you : Neither your ſe- 
- ©vyerity, nor the enjoyment of you, was ever 
© able to abate it 1n the leaſt; it continues 
© {till at the height: It was never in my power 
' © to make you 1n love with me, and I lee 
 ©*now you fear you have inclination for ano- 
© ther: Who, Madam, isthe happy Man that 
* cauſes your fear ? How long hath he had 
© the good fortune to pleaſe you ; what was 
| ©ir he did to pleale you ; what way did he 
© find to gain your affection? It was ſome 

* comfort to me for my misfortune of failing 

© it, to think it was impoſſible for any one to 

* ©o9btain. Another the while hath done what 
| © havenot been able, and I have at once the 
| <jealouſie both of a Husband and a Lover. 
! ©But 'tis impoſſible to retain that of a Hul- 
: ©band, after a proceeding like yours ; it is 
* too noble and generous not to give me an 
 *entire aſſurance of your Virtue, it comforts 
: * meas a Lover: The confidence and fince- 
* rity you have expreſs'd for me, are of infi- 
*nite value: You eſteem me ſufficiently, to 
*believe I will not abuſe your Confeſſion : 
* You may, Madam, I will not abule it, nor 
* love you the lels for. it. You render me 
* unfortunate, by the cleareſt Evidence of Fi- 
M © delity 
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* delity that ever Woman gave a Husband': 


- 
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* But pertect what you begun, Madam, and 
*let me know who it is you would avoid, 
*T beleech you do not ask me, axſwers ſhe, 
© Iamreſolv'd not to tell you, andI think it 
- prudent not to give you his Name. © Fear 
' not, Madam, replys Monſieur de Cleve, I 
*am too well vers'd in the World; not to 
*know Men may be in love with a Woman 
* though ſhe have a Husband : We are to 
© hate thoſe that are ſo, but not to complain 
"of it; and once more I conjure you to 
*tell me who itis. *©*Tis to no purpole to 
* preſs me, Sir, ſays jhe, I have the power to 
* be ſilent where I think it my duty not to 
© ſpeak: impute not to any weaknels the 


* Confeſſion I have made to you. AndT had} 
© need of more courage to declare to you that | 


© truth, than to have conceal'd it. 


Monſieur de Nemours heard every word of | 
this diſcourle, and what Madam 4e Cleve} 
had ſaid, rais'd no leſs his Jealouſie than her}. 
Husband's: He was ſo deſperately in love| 
with her, he thought all the World was {oſt « 


LA 
- 


( 


(4 


too: Trueitis, he had many Rivals, yet heſ} « 


tancy'd them more; and he was wild top 


know who 1t was Madam de Cleve meant 


He had often thought ſhe had ſome kind 
neſs for him, but the grounds of his judg 


ment appear'd on this cccaſion fo {hght anc 
10 : 
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inconſ{iderable, that he could not imagine ſhe 
had ſo violent a paſſion for him, as to need 
recourle to ſo extraordinary a Remedy : He 
was lo tran{ported he ſcarce knew what he 
taw, but he could nor pardon Monhieur 4e . 
Cleve tor not having prels'd her home to tell 
him the Name of the Perſon the conceaPd 
from him. IT | 

Yet Monſieur de Cleve us'd his utmoſt en- 
deavours tov know 1t, but finding it vain to 
urge her further, defiſted from troubling her ; 
who preſently ſaid ; © Methinks you oughr 
© to reſt ſatisfh'd with my ſincerity , pray ask 
*me no more, and give me not caulz to re- 
© pent what I have done : Content your ſelt 
*with the aflurance I give you once more, 
* my Sentiments have never appear'd by any 
© Action of mine, and that no addreſs hath 
* been made to me that could give me ot- 
© fence, © Ah, Madam, replys Monſieur de 


 ©C/eve, on the ſudden, I cannot believe it : 
- ©I remember the trouble you were in the 
! *day your Picture was loſt ; you have given, 
' *<Madam, you have given away that Picture 
' © that was ſo dear to me, and ſo juſtly mine : 
| © You have not been able to conceal your at- 
| fiection, you are in love, it is known, your 


*Virtue hath hitherto ſav'd you from the 
*reſt, *©Is it poſſible, crys the Princeſs, you 


| *can imagine any diguiſement in a Conteſſi- 
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© on as mine 1s, which I was no way oblig'd 
©to. Take my word, Sir, I buy at a dear 
rate the confidence I delire of you; I con- + 
© jure you believe I never gave away my 
© Picture : True it 1sI {aw it taken, but would 
© not takenoticeI law it. for tear of expoſing 
*my ſelf on that occaſion to be told what 
*none ever yer durit ſay to me, *©* How 
*know you then you are lov'd, ſays he, | 
© what evidences has he given you of his pal- | 
*fhon? <Spare me the pains and ihe trouble, | 
© anſwers ſhe, of telling you particulars I | 
© amaſham'd to have oblerv'd, being ſuch as | 
©have too much convinc'd me of my weak- | 
*nels. © You have reaſon, Madam, 7eplys 
he , Tam unjuſt, and prels you too far; re- | 
© fuſe me when-ever I ask you ſuch Queſtt- þ 
© ons, yet be not offended with me for ask- |; 
: ing them. q 

Juft then came ſeveral of the Servants, |. 
(who had ſtaid in the Walks,) to acquaint |: 
Monſieur de (leve that a Gentleman was ar- | 
riv'd from the King, with Orders for him to 
be at Paris that Evening : Monſieur de Cleve þ 
was forc'd to go, and was not able to lay any | 
thing to his Wife, but that he defir'd her to 
come to Pars on the Morrow; and con} 
jur'd.her to believe that though he was trou- 
bled, he had for her a tenderneſs ard cfteem,ſ 
© 5 with which ſhe had reaſon to be abundant!yÞ 
If fatish'd, When] 
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When the Prince was gone, and Madam 
de Cleve, left alone, conlider'd what the had 
done; the thought of it fo trighted her, the 
could ſcarce believe the truth of it : She ſaw 
ſhe her ſelf had put her {elf out of the affecti- 
on and eſteem of her Husband, and plung'd 
her (ſelf into a Pit ſhe ſhould never get out of, 
She ask'd her {elf why ſhe had done {ſo ha- 
Zardous a thing, and perceiv'd ſhe had en- 
gagd 1n it, having ſcarce form'd the deſtgn. 
The ſingularity of her Confeſſion, which the 
conceiv'd without Preſident, gave her a full 
Proſpect of her danger. Oa the other ide, 
when the conſider'd this Remedy (as violent as 
It was) was the ſole effectual one the could 
make ule of againſt Monſieur de Nemonrs ; 
ſhe thought ſhe had no caule to repent, or to 
believe the had ventur'd too far. She pals'd 
that Night under a very great 1ncertitude, 
trouble, and fear: at lait her Spirits were 
calmed ; ſhe found pleaſure in having given 
that Evidence of Fidelity to a Husband who 
deſerv'd it fo well, who had fo great an e- 
ſteem and kindnels for her, and had given 
freſh proof of both, in the manner of his re- 
a the ſtrange Confeſſion ſhe had made 

Im. 
Monſieur de Nemours was in the mean 
time got from the place he had heard the 
diſcourſe in, into the middle of the Porreſt : 
M 3 What 
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What Madam ade Cleve had ſaid of her Pj- 
cture had reviv'd him, by letting him know 
he was the Perſon ſhe had inclination for, 
The thought of this ſwell'd him with joy, 
but the joy was ſhart-liv*d : for when he re- * 
tected that what mov'd her to declare ſhe | 
had inclination for him, convinc'd him the 
iame moment he ſhould never receive any 
Evidence of it, he thought it impoffible to 
engage 4 Perſon who made recourſe to lo 
extraordinary a Remedy ; yet he could not 
but be very much pleas 'd to have reduc'd 
her to ſuch an extremity: He gloryd in | 
himſelf that he gain'd the affection of a La- | 
dy ſo different from the reſt of her Sex. Ina 
word, he thought himſelf a hundred times 
happy. and unhappy all together. He was 
benighted in the Forreſt, and was much puz- 
led to find the way to his Siſters, the Du- 
cheſs of Mercenur: He arriv'd there about 
break of day, and was very much to ſeek | 
what account to give of his abſence: He j 
came off the beſt he could, and return'd the | 
{ame day with the YV:dame to Parr, f 
This Prince was ſo full of his paſhon, and |: 
jurprizd with what he had heard, that he | 
ic!) into the common 1mprudence of {peak- 
ing in general terms his particular Sent1- 
ments, and relating his own Adventures un- f 


der borrow'd Names, In his return he fell 
Into 


i 
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into diſcourſe of Love, and the extreme plea- 
ſure of being in Love with a perſon deſer- 
ving it, He ſpoke of the extravagant effects 
of that paſſion ; and not able to conceal the 
aſtoniſhment he was in at the action of Ma- 
dam ade Cleve, he made the YViaame acquaint- 
ed with it, without naming the perſon, or 
owning himſelf concern'd ; but he ſpoke 
with that heat and admiration, the Yidame 
eaſily ſuſpected him one of the parties 1n the 
cale, and preſs'd him to confels it : He told 
him he was well aſſur'd he had a violent pal- 
{ion tora Lady, though he knew not who, 
and that he had no realon to diſtruſt him, 
who had truſted him with his life: But 
Monſieur de Nemours was too deeply 1n love 
to confe(s 1t , and had ever conceaPd his 
paſſion from the Yidame, though he loy'd 
him beſt of any man at Court : He anſ{wer'd, 
that a Friend of his had told him this ad- 
venture; and not only made him promiſe 
not to ſpeak of it, but conjur'd him to fſe- 
crelie, The Yidame aflurd him it ſhould go 
no further, but Monſieur de Nemours repent- 
ed he had told him {o much. 

The mean time Monſieur de Cleve was 
gone to the King, but with a heart mortally 
afflicted : Never had Husband ſo violent a 
paſſion for his Wite, nor fo great an Eſteem, 
which was not diminiſh'd in the leaſt by 

M 4 what 
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what ſhe had told him, but chang'd into a 
ſort different from the eſteem he had former- 
ly had of her: His thoughts were moſt buſt- 
ed abour guefſing who it was had the ſecret 
to pleaſe her: He thought of Monſieur 4c 
Nemours, as the moſt amiable of the Court, 
and the Chevalier ae Gaiſe, and the Marſhal 
S. Aaare, as perions who had apply'd them- 
{elves to pleaſe her, and ſtill continued their 
endeavours ; ſo that he was perſwaded it 
muſt be one of the three. 
_ Hearriv'dat the Lowvre,and the King took 
him into his Cloſet, to tell him he had made 
choice of him to condutt Madam into Spain, 
and believed no man could perform it better, 
and that no Lady could do Fraxce more ho- 
nour than Madam de Cleve, Monſieur de 
Cleve receiv'd the honour of the Choice as 
he ought, and look'd on it as an occaſion for 
his Wives ablence from Court , without 
giving ſuſpition of any change of her Con- 
duct ; but the trouble he was 1n, needed a 
© Deedier r.medy than that Voyage (to be de- 
ferr'd for ſome Months) could afford him: 
He preſently writ Madam ae C/eve the news 
of what the King had laid to him, and ad- 
ded, he expected ſhe would not fail of re- 
turning to Paris, She came thither, accord- 
ing to his order; and when they ſaw one a- 
nother, they w rc both extraordinary fad. 
Mon- 
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: Monſieur de Cleve ſpoke to her like a man 
, of the greateſt honour in the world, and 
beſt deſerving the confidence ſhe had repos'd 
;n him: ©It is not your Conduct, ſays he, 
« gives me trouble, you have more ſtrength 
cand more vertue than you 1magine : nor 
* am I troubled with fears of what may hap- 
© pen hereafter ; that which troubles me 1s, 
© that I lee you have that affettion for ano- 
' <© ther, it has not been in my power to ralle 
' <©1nyou: I know not what to an{wer you, 
| ſays (he, T am mortally aſham'd when I ſpeak 
* ©to you, let me conjure you to ſpare this 
* cruel diſcourſe, order my Conduct, and let 
© me never {ee any body: This 1s all I defire 
<of you; but take it not 1ll from me, if | 
© ſpeak no more of a thing which makes me 
< appear lo little worthy of you, and which 
<I think ſounbecoming me: You have rea- 
* fon Madam, 7ep/zes he, I abuſe your good- 
*nels and your confidence in me, yet pity 
* the condition you have brought me to, 
* and think, though you have told me the 
 _<©ſubſtance of the matter, you conceal from 
F © mea Name that fills me with a Curliolity, 
* *<which, it not latisfi'd, will bring me to my 
* Grave : however, I do not deſire you to tell 
' E©1t me, bur I cannot forbear letting you _ 
' E©know, I believe the Man I am to envy is the 
© Marſhal $. Andre, the Duke de Nemours, > 
*thE 
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© the Chevalier de Guiſe, © I will not anſwer 
© yon, ſays ſhe, bluſ:ing 5 nor give you occalli- 
© on to Gdiminith, or raiſe your ſuſpicions : 
© But 11 you ſhould try by watching and ob- 
© lerving me, to diſcover the truth, you will 
*put me into a trouble all the World will take 
* noticeof, ©*A Gcds-name, continues ſhe, 


*orve me leave to pretend ſome Indiſpolitt- 


* on, and not to ſee any one, © No, Ma- 
* dam, ſays he, it will quickly be vdiſcover'd 
*to be a feign'd bulinels : Beſides, I would 
*not rely on any thing but your 'elt, my 
© Heart gives me that 1s the beft co .::c I 
*can take ; and my Reaſon tells me, con- 
©{idering the humour you are of, I cannot 
* put a greater Reſtraint upon you, than by 
leaving you to your liberty. 

. Monſieur de Cleve was not miſtaken : 
The confidence he made appear he had in his 
Wife, tortift'd her the more againſt Monſieur 
de Nemours, and made her take more (evere 
Reſolutions than any Reſtraint would have 
brought her to : She went to the Lowvre and 
the Queen- Dauphin's Lodgings as ſhe us'd 
to do, but avoided the preſence and fight of 
Monſieur de Nemours with ſo much care, that 
ſhe robb'd him of almoſt all the joy he had 
in thinking ſhe lov'd him, all her Actions 
perſwading him the contrary : He could not 


tell but what he had heard might have been 
In 
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| ina mo ſo little likelihood was there of 
| the truth o tit: The only thing ſeem'd to al: 
ſure him he*was not miſtaken, was the ex- 
treme ſadneſs of Madam 'ae Cleve, appearing 
in ſpight of all her care to conceal it: And 
peradventure, the*{weeteſt looks, and moſt 
obliging expreſſions, would not have fo 
© much heightned the love of Monſieur ae Ne- 
| 7204rs, 45 the leverity of her Condudt etfe- 
 Cctually did. 
| One Evening, as Monſieur and Madam de 
Cleve were at the Queens Lodgings, it was 
{aid there was a report the King would name 
another great Lord at Court to wait on A4- 
dam 1nto Span, Monſieur de Cleve had bis - 
eye fixt on his Wife, when it was further 
ſaid, the Chevalier de Guiſe, or the Marſhal 
ae S. Andre was to be the man: He oblerv*d 
ſhe was not at all mov'd at either of thoſe 
names, nor at the diſcourſe of their going a- 
long with her ; this made him believe he had 
no reaſon to fear the preſence of either of 
them : To clear his ſuſpitions, he went into 
the Queens Cloler where the King then was, 
Having ſtaid there a while, he return'd to 
hif Wife, and whiſper'd her, he had but new- 
ly been told Monſieur de Nemours was the 
perſon defign'd to go along with them into 
Spain, Madam ae Cleve was ſo mov'd at the 
name of Monſieur de Nemours, and the 
thought 
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chought of being exposd to ſee him every 
day, during a very long journey, in the pre- 
ſence of her Husband , that ſhe could not 
conceal the trouble the wasin , and to cloak 
it with other reaſons, No chozce, lays ſhe, 
could have been made more diſaoreeable for you, 
he will ſhare all your Honours, and methinks 
you are oblio'd to eadeavour to procure another 
choice: Madam, antlwers he, *tis not on any 
account of State you are unwilling Monſieur 
de Nemours [howld go with wie, the trouble it 


otves you proceeds from another cauſe , I learn 


from that trouble in you, what 1 ſhould have 
diſcover'd in another woman , by the joy he 
would have expreſt at the news : but fear not, 
Madam, what 1 told you is not true, it was an 
znvention of mine, to be aſſur'd of a thing 1 
ſtrongly beliew'd, Having: laid fo, he went 
out, being loth by his preſence to increaſe the 
trouble he ſaw his Wite 1n. 

Monſieur de Nemours came 1n at that 1n- 
ſtant, and preſently obſerv'd the condition 
ſhe was 1n : He went upto her, and told her 
ſoftly, He had that reſpe& for her, he durſt 
not ask her, what 1t was made her more 
thoughtful and melancholly than ordinary. 
The voice of Monſieur de Nemours brought 
her to her ſelt again, and looking on him, 
without having heard what he had juſt then 


{aid, (to full was ſhe of her own thoughts, 
and 
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: The Princeſs of Cleve. I73 
and of fear her Husband might ſee him with 
her) For Gods ſake, lays ſhe, let me alone : 
Alas, Madam, aniwers he, 7 do it toomuch , 
what is it you can complain of ? 1 dare not 
ſpeak to you, 7 dare not ſo much 1s look upon 
you, 1 tremble when 1 ceme near you ; where- 
in have 1 aeſern'a you ſhould ſpeak ſo tome? 
why do you make it appear thus, I am in ſome 
meaſure the cauſe of the trouble I ſee you in? 
Madam ae Cleve was very lorry ſhe had gt- 
ven him occaſion to declare himſelf more 
clearly than he had done before : ſhe left him 
without ſaying a word more, and went home 
more troubled than ever : her Husband per- 
ceiv 'd it, and that the was afraid he ſhould 
{peak to her of what was paſt ; and follow- 
ing her into her Cloſet, Do not ſhan me, Ma- 
dam, lays he, 1 will not ſay any thing (ball 
diſpleaſe you, 1 beg your pardon for the ſur- 


prize 1 put you to awhile, I am ſufficiently Pu- 


niſl/d by what 1 have learnt ly it , Monſieur 
de Nemours w.zs the man 1 moſt fear a of 4- 
ny: 1ſee the danger you are ins; have fower 
over Your ſelf for your own [ake, and if you can 
or mine; 1 a:k it not as your Hu:band, but as 
a man whoſe happineſs wholly 'igepena's on yen, 
and who hath for you a paſſion more violent and 
more tender than he whom your inclination 
prefers ltefore me. Monſieur ge Cicve melt- 


ed at thele words, he could ſcarce finyh 
them : 
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them : His Lady was fo mov'd, ſhe burſt in 
to tears, and imbrac'd him with a tender- 
nels and ſorrow, that put him into a condi- 
tion very different from hers : They continu- 
ed ſilent awhile, and parted, without having 
been able to ſay a word one to the other, 

All things were ready for the Marriage of 
Madam, the Duke of Alva was arriv'd to 
Eſpouſe !ir: He was receiv'd with all the 
Ceremony and Magnificence uſual on ſuch 
occiſions : The King lent to meet him by 
the way, the Prince oft Cozae, the Cardinals 
of Lorrain and Guiſe, the Dukes of Lorrazn, 


' Ferrara, Aumale, Bouilloy, Guiſe and Ne- 


2475: They had a great number of Geatle- 
men, and many Pages 1n Livery : The King 
in Perſon, attended with two hundred Gen- 
tlemen his Servants, with the Conſtable, at 
the head of them, waited the Duke of 41- 
v4's coming at the firſt Gate of the Louvre. 
When the Duke of A!wv4z was come up to 
the King, he would have imbrac'd his knees; 


| the King would not ſuffer it, but made him 


walk by his {f1de to the Queens Lodgings,and 
to 4:i1aw's, (for whom the Duke of Alva 
brought a magnificent Preſent from his Ma- | 
ſter. He went thence to the Lodgings of | 
Midam M-:rgaret the Kings Siſter, to Com- |} 
plement her on the part of Monſieur de S4- 


voy, and aſſure her he would arrive in few 
: days. 
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days. There were great Aſlemblies at the 
Louvre, to let the Duke of 4/va, and the 
Prince of Orazge, (who accompanied him,) 
ſee the Beauties of the Court, 

Madam de Cleve durlt not abſent her ſelf, 
for fear of diiplealing her Husband, who 
commanded her to appear there, though ve- 
ry loth to do ir. Yer the was the rather in- 
duc'd to it by the abſence of Monfieur de Ne- 
mours:; He was gone to meet Monfieur de 
Savoy, and after his arrival was oblig*d to be 
in a manner always with him, to aſhilt him 
in what concern'd the Ceremomes of his 
Marriage. This prevented her meeting him 
as often as ſhe us'd, which gave her {ome 
ſatisfaction, 

The Yidame of Chartres had not forgot 
the diſcourſe he had had with Monfieur de 
Nemonrs, [It ran in, his mind that the Ad- 
venture the Prince had told him,was his own ; 
and he watch'd him io narrowly, 'us very 
probable he would have found our the truth 
of it, had not the arrival of the Duke of 
Alva, and Monſieur de Savey filÞd the Court 
with ſo much buſineſs, that it took away the 
opportunities of a dilcovery of that Nature : 
The deſire he had to know the truth of it, or 
rather the natural diſpoſition we have to 
make thoſe we love acquainted with all we 
know, made him tell Madam de AMartipnes 

the 


Z I 
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the extraordinary Action of that Perſon, who 
had conteſs'd to her Husband the paſſion ſhe 
had for another: He aſlur'd her Monſieur 4c 
Nemours was the Man had inſpir'd ſo violent 
a paſſion, and conjur*d her to affift him in 
obſerving that Prince, Madam de Mart:- 
oues Was glad to hear what the Y7dawe told 
her, and the Curiolity ſhe had always ob- 
ferv'd in the Queen-Dauphin for what con- 
cern'd Monſieur ds Nemours, made her the 
more delirous to know the bottom of the 
Adventure. 
Þ+ A ſhort time before the day fix'd for the 
+ Ceremony of the Marriage, the Queen-Dau- 
F;  __ phin invited the King her Father-in-Law, 
i iÞ and the Duchels of Yalentinos to Supper. 
Madam ae Cleve had been fo buſlie a drefling 
her (elf,1t was late e're ſhe came to the Louvre : 
_ By the way {he met a Gentleman, who was 
1 coming 1n ſearch of her from the Queen- 
| Dauphin. As ſhe enter*d her Chamber, that 
Princeſs ſaid aloud to her, from on her Bed, 
where the then was; 7 have look'd for you 
with the greateſt impatience, ITbelieve it, 
Madam, an\wers ſhe, yet perhaps I am not 
0bli?'d to vou for it, the cauſe being doubtleſs Þ 
ſo nething elſe, and not your deſire to ſee me. Mi 
Tos are right, anſwers the 2uzex-Dauphin, If le 
yet you are oblig*d to me z for I will tell you an | 'W 


Adventure you will be very glad to know, el 
Ma: 
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Madam 4e Cleve kneel'd at: her Bed-fide, 
and (very luckily) with her Face from the 


* light: You know, lays the Queen Dauphin, 


how deſirous we were to find ont who had cans'd 


the great chaupge obſerv'd in Monſieur de Ne- 
! mours. 7 belzeve 1 know the Party ; you will 


be ſurpriz'd at the Story : He ts deſperatrly in 


| love with one of the handſomeſt Laays of the 


Court, and ſie loves him again. You may 
ealily imagine what grief Madam 4e Cleve 
felt at theie: words, which ſhe could not ap- 
ply to her ſelf, as being of o_ no Perſon 
knew of her love for. Monſieur de Nemours. 
] ſee nothing'in this, Madam, aniwers ſhe, 


1 that ſhould occaſion a ſurprize, if you conſider 
the age and the hanaſomneſs of Monſitur * de. 
| Nemours. Tyme, ſays the Queex-Dauphin, 
| but that which will ſurprize you, is, ta know 
1 that the Lady in love with Monſieur: de Ne- 
; mours hath never piven him any Evidence of 
| it; and ſo afraid jhe (hall not be able'to con- 
" tinue Miſtreſs of her palſion, that ſhe hath con- 


feſs'd it ro her Husband, that he may tahe her 
from Gourt , and "tis Monſieur de Nemours 
bath related what 1 ſay to you. 


Madam ae Cleve was griev'd at the begin- 
ning of this diſcourſe, when ſhe thought her 
ſelf not concern'd in the Adventure, but ſhe 
was at her wits-end when ſhe heart! the con- 


cluſton of it, which too clearly made out, it 
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178 The Princeſs of Cleve: 
related to her : She could not anſwer a word, 
but continued leaning her Head on the Bed 
while the Queen was ſpeaking ; which ſhe 
did with that earneſtneſs and concern, ſhe 
took not any notice of the confuſion Madam 
de Cleve was in. Thw Story, anſwers ſhe, 
ſeems very improbable, and 7 would very fain 
kow who it is hath told it you. *Tis Madam 
Martigues, ſays the Q»ucen-Dauphin , and ſhe 
had it from the Vidame of Chartres, You 
know he is in love with her, he told it to her | 
as & Secret, and he was told it by the Duke of | 
14s Nemours : *T# true. the Duke of Nemours | 
1 zold him not the Name of the Lady, mor would 
| } confeſs himſelf the other Party concern'd, but 
3 the Vidame makes no doubt of it, 
is As the Queen-Dauphin had done (peak- 
Ing, one came up to the Bed : . Madam ae 

Cleve had fo turn'd her ſelf about the could 

not ſee who it was, but was quickly fatil- 

| _ #f#dof the Perſon, when the heard che Queen- | 
| Dauphin cry out, with no leſs joy than fur- | 
# prize, Here he is himſelf, and I will know of 
him the truth of it, Madam ae Cleve need- | 
ed not turn about to know it was Monſieur | 
| de Nemours, as really it was, but went haſti- F 
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ly to the Queen-Dauphin, and told her ſoft- 
| ly, the muſt rake heed of ſpeaking of this 
ſ' Adventure which Monſieur de Nemenrs had 
j told the Yidame as a Secret, and perhaps it 

might 
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might make make them fall out.. You are 
too wiſe, {ays the Queen-Dauphin, laughing, 
| and turn'd towards Monſieur de Nemours, 
{ Hewasdreſt for the Court-meetingat Night, 
* and witha Grace natural to him, 7 belzeve, 
Madam, lays he, 1 may venture to think you 
were ſpeaking of me as 1 came in; that you 
had a ae(ire to ask me ſomething, and that Ma- 
dam de Cleve was againſt it, *Ti true, all- 
{wers the Queen-Dauphin, but I ſhall zot be 
ſo complaiſant to hey on this occaſion, as 1am 
#us'd to be, I would know of you, whether a 
Story 1 have been told be true, and whether 
you are not the Perſon 17 love with, and be- 
lowd by a Lady at Court, who endeavours to 
conceal her paſſion from you, and hath confe(s'd 
' tt to her Husband, IR nan 
| You cannot imagine the trouble and 
| | perplexity Madam de Cleve was in, the would 
. | have thought Death a very good exchange 
for it, Yet Monſieur de Nemours was it 
greater, if poſſible: The diſcourſe of the 
Queen (who he had reaſon to believe -hated 
- | him not) in preſence of Madam 4e. Cleve, 
r | 10 whom of all the Court the plac'd greateſi 
- | confidence, and had the greateſt ſhare of 
- | hers inreturn, put himinto ſo ſtrange. a con- 
SY fuſion of extravagant thoughts, it was not 
dfi in his power to be Maſter of his Counte- 
tÞ nance: The trouble he ſaw Madam 4e-Cleve 
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in by his fault, and the thought of his hav- 
ing given her juſt cauſe to hate him, ſur- 
priz'd him ſo that he could not anſwer a 
word. Madam Z4 Dauphin obſerving him 
mute, Look upon him, it ays ſhe to Madam ae 
Cleve ; look upon him, and judge if he be not 
concern'd in this Adienture, NEO 


The mean time Monſieur de Nemenrs hav- 


ing conſider'd how neceſlary it was to get out | 


of ſo dangerous a ſtrait, and recover'd his 
wit and his looks; 7 confeſs, Madam, lays 
he, zo ſurprize or affiiffion could be greater 
than mine, ct the infidelity of the Vidame 
of Chartres, 7» relating an Adventure 1 

ad in confidence imparted to him, of one of 
ny Priends : I know how to be reveng'd of him, 
continues he, (ſmiling very calmly, which 
rais'd the ſuſpicions the Queen-Dauphin had 


_ entertain'd of him,) he hath made me his 


Confident in matters of no ſmall importance : 
But 1 am to ſeek for the Reaſon, Madam, why 


you make me concern'd in ths Adventure : 


The Vidame wall not ſay it, for 1 have told 
him the contrary, I may very well be taken to 
be a Map in love, but I cannot believe, Ma- 
aam, you will think me of the number of thoſe 
who are lov'd again, Monſieur de Nemonrs 
was glad to ſay any thing to the Queen- 
Dauphin, that might relate to that affection 


he had declar'd for her formerly, to divert | 


her 


x - WY - Lad ad "EP 
Ne a > —_ 4 £62 — bs. ce ade ns 
: ks was. 7 F hs , Fu - I% FO, 3» 6. [wy +» # 
c | , IE by : Lf | p.Y « PSY 
= AC. ». 4. ax 1" IE — 
C "PC : 4 * ; K 


Cty l i KH 6 ” _ 4 
br 


yo 


- -*} © ThePrinceſso Cleve. IT 


her thoughts'from the matter in hand, -She 
underſtood: what he -faid, but inſtead of an- 
{wering,  continud teazing him for the 
change in his looks when the began to dil: 
courle him. 7 was troubled, Madam, 1ays 
he, oz my Frienas account ; and to think how 
juſtly he would reproach me for telling a Se- 
cret more aear to him than his Life, Yet he 
imparted it but half, having kept from me the 
Nams of the Perſon he loves : All I know, ts, 
he ts the moſt deeply in love of any Man liv- 
ing, and hath the moſt reaſon to complain, 
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Think you he hath any cauſe of complaint, re- 
plys the Queen-Dauphin, whez his paſſion is 
ſo well anſwer'd again? Can you believe it 
anſwer d, Madam, lays he ; or that a Lady 
baving a true paſſion could have aiſcover'd it 
to her Husband? Doubtleſs this Lady is not 
acquainted with Love, and hath taken (mall 
zotice of the kindxeſs had for her, My Friend 
cannot flatter himſelf with any hope, yet un- 
fortunate as he is, he eſteems himſelf happy at 
leaſt, to make her afraid ſhe ſhould fall in love 
with hins, and he would not change his condi- 
tion with that of the happieſt Lover in the 
world, Your Friend hath 4 paſſion very eaſie 
to be ſatisfi d, lays ſhe, and 1 begin to think 
you not concern'd in the Story; I am almoſt of 
the mind of Madam de Cleve, who majntains 
there's no truth init, 1 cannot think if true, 


N 3 lays 


all this while; ad conld it have been truc, 
how ſhould it have been known ? *Tis not pro- 
bable a woman capable of a Reſolution ſo ex- 
traordinary, ſhould have the weakneſs to ſpeak 
of it ; and ſurely her Husband would not have 
related it, or muſt have been very unworthy to 
have been ſo well dealt with, as he had been by 
his Lady in her unparallell'd Conduct, Mon- 
fieur de Nemours perceiving the ſuſpicions 
Madam de Cleve {eem'd to have of her Hus- 
band, did all he could to confirm them, 
knowing him the moſt formidable of his Ri- 
vals: Fealouſie, lays he, and the deſire of 
finding out what a wife bath, it may be, not 
thought fit to diſcover, are capable to make a 
Husband guilty of indiſcretion. 

Madam ae Cleve was at her laſt ſhifts, and 
not able to endure the diſcourſe any longer ; 
ſhe would have ſaid ſhe was not well, when, 
by good fortune for her, the Ducheſs of Ya- 
lentinois came in, who told the Queen-Dau- 
phin the King was juſt a coming, The 
Queen-Dauphin went into her Cloſet to be 
dreſt, Monſieur de Nemours drew up to Ma- 
dam de Cleve as the follow'd her, 7 would give 
2my Life, Madam, ſays he, for a moments 
aiſcourſe with you ; yet I have not hing of more 
amportance to tell you, than that if 1 have ſaid 
any thing to the Queen-Danphin wherein ſhe 

; i may 


* you fall 1ato ſo horrible an indiſcretion, 
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may ſeem comcern'd, 1 did it for Reaſons that 
relate not to her, Madam ae Cleve made as 
if ſhe heard him not, but left him without 
giving him a look, and follow'd the King, 
who was newly come in. There was a great 
deal of company, She trod on her own any 
and .u..Je a falle ſtep, which ſerv her tor a 
Pre. C1: 14 quit a place ſhe had not the pow- 
er t:, itay in; and ſhe returiu'd home, 

\onſeur de Cleve came to the Louvre, 
and was amaz'd not to find his Wite there ; 
they tcld him of the Accident befallen her : 
He went preſently home to enquire aiter her, 
he found her a-Bed, and eaſily knew her hurt 
was not conſiderable, When he had becn 
with her ſome time, he perceiv'd her fo ex- 
ceſſively fad that it ſurpriz'd him. © What 
*ails you, Madam, ſays he, methinks you 
*are troubled with other grict than that 
* you complain of. * Iam the molt afflicted 
* I poſſibly can be, axzſwers ſhe, for the uſe 
© you have made of that extraordinary, or (to 
* name 1t right) fooliſh confidence I have had 
©1n you, Did I not deſerve ſecrefie, or had I 
*not, did not your Intereſt engage you to it ? 
* Muſt your Curioſity of knowing a Name, 
<(it was my duty not to tell you,) oblige 
© you to make a Confident to aſſiſt you in the 
* diſcovery? Nothing elſe could have m; 
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© conſequences of which are as bad as bad 
* may be: This Adventure is known, andI | 
* have beer: juſt told the Story of 1t by them þ 
* who knew not I was principally concern'd 

*init, © Whar ſay you Madam, azſwers be? | 
* you accule me to have told what pals'd be- 
©<tween you and me, and that the matter 1s 
*known, I will not juſtifte my lelf not to 
© have ſpoken of it, you cannot believe I c- | 
* ver a1d ; and doubtleſs you have apply'd to | 
*your felt what was related of another. 
* Ah, Sir, ſays jhke, the World hath not an 
* Adventure like mine ; there's not another 
© Woman capable of ſuch a thing. The 
Story I have heard could not have been 1n-' 
* vented by chance, none ever imagin'd the 
*likez, an Action of this nature never en- | 
*ter'd any thoughts but mine: The Queen- 


©dauphin hath juſt told me the Story, the had 


<©1t from the Yidame of Chartres, and he 
© from Monſieur de Nemours. © Monſieur de 
© Nemours, crys Monſieur de Cleve, like 2 
* Man tranſported and deſperate ; Doth Mon- 
* fleur ae Newars know you love him, and 
* that I know it? You always Harp on that 
© String, and fix on Monſieur de Nemours be- 


_ © fore any other, 7eplys ſhe ; Thave told you 


<I would not anſwer your ſuſpicions : I am 
 128norant whether Monſieur de Nemonrs 


* knows that I am Cconcern'd in the Adven- 


© ture, 
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© ture, and the Perſon you told him of ; but 


E © he told the Yidame the Story, and ſaid he 
Z « had it froma Friend of his, who had 


© not nam'd the Lady : It cannot be bur that 
« this Friend muſt be one of yours, whom you 
« truſted the Secret with, in order to dilcoye- 
© ry of what I conceald. © ls there a Friend 
© i the World, ſays he, to be truſted with a 
© bu/inels of this nature? And would any 


7 < Man purchale the clearing his {uſpicions at 
2 <{odear arate, as acquainting another with 
7 © thar which he would have gladly had con- 
3 <ceald from himſelf? I think rather, Ma- 


<dam, who it 1s you have ſpoken to, *tis 


©more probable it came from you than me , 
** the trouble you were in was inſ{upportable 


©to you, and to eaſe your ſelt of the Burden 
© you have made ule of a Confident who 
* hath betray dyou. *©f Deſtroy me not quite, 
« ſays ſhe, and be not lo hard- hearted to ac- 
*cuſe me of a fault you have committed. 


© Can you ſuſpect me of {ſuch a thing, and 
7 ©becaule I told it you, could I tell it any 0- 


«ther ? 
The Confeſſion Madam de Cleve had made 


| to her Husband was ſo clear a proof of her 


fincerity, and ſhe deny'd ſo flatly ſhe had ac- 
quainted any with it but himſelf, he knew 
not what to think. On the other ſide, he 


was ſure he had never ſaid a word of it, it 


Vas 
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was not a matter to be guels'd at ; yet it was 
known, and it muſt be through one of them 
two : what troubled him moſt, was the cer. | 
tainty one or other was privy to the ſecret, * 
and in all probability it would be divulg'd. 
Madam ae Cleve's thoughts were much|! 
the ſame with her Husbands ; ſhe thought it: 
impoſſible her Husband would have Poke off: 
it, and as impoſſible but it muſt be he hadſ 
ſpoken i it ; the intimation Monſieur de Ne- 
mours had given what indiſcretion a Huſ-|: 
bands curiolity might make him guilty of | 
appear'd to hit Monſieur de C/eve fo pat, ſhe | 
could not believe it a thing ſaid by chance: 
this weigh'd with her ſo far, ſhe was fullyſ 
perſwaded Monſieur de Cleve had abus'd herſ 
confidence : Both were ſo full of their own| 
thoughts, they were ſilent a confiderableÞ 
times and when they ſpoke to one another, 
they did but repeat what they had OOO 
ſaid, and continued more alter'd and e-} 
ſtrang'd in opinion and affteaion than eve 
they had been. | 
You may eaſily imagine how they oaſth | 
that night : Monſieur de Cleve's patience was : 
exhauſted, to ſee a Lady he ador'd 1n lovyeſft : 
with another: he was quite heartleſs ; he 
had not the courage to reſent a matte! 
wherein his Reputation and Honour were {0 
deeply concern'd : he knew not —_ F 
CNN 


n 
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21S think of his Wife ; he was to ſeek what 
m |# Conduct he ſhould preſcribe to her, or him- 
r-# ſelf, he could diſcover on all hands nothing 
t, 3 but Precipices and Abyſles. After long irre- 
7 ſolution, conſidering he was ſhortly ingag'd 
* for Spain, he relolv'd to do nothing to 1n- 
itÞ} creaſe the knowledge or ſuſpition of his un- 
2 fortunate Eſtate: he went to Madam ae 
: Cleve, and told her, their buſinels was not to 
e-1; find out which of them two had diſcover'd 
{-[; the ſecret, but to endeavour to make it ap- 
{1,17 pear the ſtory was a Fable, and ſhe no way 
ell concern'd in it ; that it was 1n her power to 
e:Þ} perſwade Monſieur de Nemonrs, and others, 
lyſt to that purpoſe, by uſing him with that ſe- 
y verity and coldneſs ſhe ought to expreſs to- 
n 
F 


| wards a man pretending to be 1n love with 
1 her, that ſuch a proceeding would eaſily al- 
7 ter the opinion he had of her having 1nclina- 
ly tion for him ; thar ſhe was not to trouble 
e-[7 her ſelf for what he might have hitherto 
et} thought, for that if for the future ſhe avoid- 
y ed diſcovering any weaknels to him, his for- 
mer thoughts would vaniſh, and that eſpeci- 
_ ally ſhe muſt frequent the Zonvre and Court- 
meetings as ſhe us'd to do. 

Having ſaid this, he quitted her, without 
expecting her an(wer : ſhe thought him much 
in the right, and was ſo angry with Monſieur 
ae Nemours, ſhe believ'd it an cafie matter 

tO 
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to put in execution her Husbands advice : 
but it ſeem'd a hard task to appczr at the 
Marriage with that calm and tranquility, f 
that freedom and clearnels of ſpirit the occa- þ 
ſjon requir'd : But having been preterr'd be- |þ 
fore ſeveral Princeflzs (ambitious of cheÞo- | 
nour) to carry the Queen-Dauphins Train, þ 
ſhe could not pur it off without occationing | 
much noile, and enquiry what had movdſp 
her to it: She relolv'd to ſtrain her elf to 
perform it, but {pent the reſt of the day in 
preparing for the Solemnity, and thinking 
her own thoughts: ſhe lock'd her ſelt up 1n 
her Clolet: that which griev'd her moſt f 
was, the caule {the had to complain of Mon- 
fieur de Nemours, without an excule to al- 
ledge 1n his favour : the made no doubt but 
he had told the Y:d4ame the ſtory, he had con- 
feſt as much in her hearing, and ſpoke in 
that manner, ſhe could not queſtion but he | 
knew the. was concern'd ; what excuſe for 
ſuch an 1mprudence lo very unſuitable to the | 
diſcretion the admir'd him for ? while heÞ 
thought himielt unhappy, he continued di- | 
icreet ; he hath fanci'd himſelf happy, 
( though on very uncertain grounds) and 
hath ditmiſs'd his diſcretion : he could not 
imagine I lov'd him, but he muſt make the 
World acquainted with it : he hath ſaid all 


hecould; I made no confeſſion he was the 
man 


-- 
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man I lov'd, but he hath believ'd it, and pre- 
{ently declar'd his belief , had he been ſure 
of it, I muſt have expected he would have 
taken the ſame courle, and us'd me with no 
more reſpec than he hath now done : How 


| was miſtaken, to think him capable to con- 
| ceal any thing that fatter'd his vanity ! Yet 
' this 15 the man I thought ſo different from 
| the reſt, that for his fake I, who differ'd fo 


much from the reſt of my Sex, find my felf 
ſubje& to the weaknels of other Women : I 
have loft the affetion and eſteem of a Huf- 
band, who ſhould have been my happineſs. 
All the World will ſhortly look on me as a 
Woman under a fooliſh and violent paſſion: 
he for whom I have it is not ignorant of it, 
Tis, for avoiding theſe misfortunes I have 
hazzrded my Repoſe, and my life. Theſe 
fad RefleQions ended in a torrent of rears : 
but as great as her grief was, ſhe found it ſup- 
portable, if ſhe could be but fatisfi'd in Mon: 
lieur 4e Nemours. 

He was not in a much better condition; 
he was vex'd at the heart for his ndiſcretion” 
in ſpeaking 'as he had done.to the YVidame, 
and the. ill conſequences that attended it g' 
he was confounded to think what trouble, 
perplexity, and grief he had ſeen Madan de 
Cleve in. He could not excuſe himſelf for 
having faid to her, about this Adventure, 

things 
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things though innoceatly gallant in them- 
ſelves, yet on this occaſion too groſs and 
rude, ſince they made her ſenſible he knew 7 
ſhe was the Lady had that violent paſſion, | 
and he the Perſon for whom ſhe had it. All | 
he could have wiſh'd for, was to diſcourſe | 
f her z but now he thought himſelf more ob- | 
lig'd to avoid, than defire it. what ſhould 1 | 
ſay to her, cry'd he? ſhould 1 convince her 
more plain of what I have already given her | 
| Foo much light ? ſhall 1 tell her I know ſhe loves Þ 

| me, who never yet aurſt tell her I lou'd her? | 

ſhall I begin to own my paſſion to her, that ſhe | 
TY may ſee my hopes have inſpired me with bold- | 
f 1 neſs? canlTentertain a thought of going near | 
18 her, and giving her new trouble by enduring a | 
ſiabt of me? How ſhall [ juſoifie my ſelf e 1h 
have no Excuſe, 1 am unworthy [he ſhowld look 
on me, and 1 cannot hope [he will ever do it, 
'q have by my faults furniſh'd her with better | 
Exceptions againſt me, than any ſhe could have | 
found: My inaiſcretion hath loft me the hap- | 
pineſs, and the gloyy of being belov'd by the moſi 
amiable and moſt eſtimable Perſon in the 
world, Yet had I bot it without giving her | 
trauble, it would have been ſome comfort, At] 
this very moment 1 am more ſenſible of the} 
| harm 1 have done her, than that I have done 
"Al þ z}ſ-lf in forfeiting her favour. + 0 
4s He continued a long time affliting u_ 


= p © 4 % % 
» by mich 4 _ , 
" - ” Y r Fl i 
« " va * = 
o el) - her Se . k- 
- * _ 
" > bo =-as od 
* 
. G 2. . 
. 4 nat x 0 ob At oem 
4 4 ww "= _ #4. .04n,,4 Þ. 4 za OS aar - on? 
WW + Ow > ” > ; by 4 4 "2 . 
3 Bo . 


o NA IU FLAG . "RR 
« , OELY 
— 7 


EE 9 aGcoc$fiB5i.occ@Q.., 


| 


. The Princeſs of Cleve: I91 


{elf thus. Still his mind hanker'd to ſpeak 


with Madam de Cleve : He ſtudy'd how to 


'F doit, he thought of writing to her ; but 


conſidering the fault he had committed, and 
the humour ſhe was of, he was of opinion 
that the beſt courſe he could take, was, to 


expreſs a profound reſpec for her, by his af- 


fiction and filence: to let her fee he durſt 
not preſent himſelt before her, and to wait 
patiently what time, Chance, and the Incli- 
nation ſhe had for him might produce 1n his 
favour. And for fear of confirming her 
ſuſpicion, he reſolved to forbear reproaching 
the Y/idame for his unfaithfulneſs, 

The Court was {ſo buſied about the Eſpou- 
als of Madam. on the Morrow, and her 
Marriage to be the day after, that it was no 
hard matter for Monſieur and Madam 4e 
Cleve to conceal their ſadneſs from publick 
notice : The Queen-Dauphin ſpoke but by 
the by to Madam ge Cleve of the difcourle 
they had had with Monſieur de Nemours, and 
Monſieur de Cleve induſtriouſly ſhunn'd 
ſpeaking to his Wife of what was paſt, ſq 
that her trouble prov'd leſs than ſhe ex- 
pected, | 

The Eſpoulals were ſolemniz'd at the 
Lowvre, and after the Treat and the Ball, the 
King's Houſhold went to ly at the Biſhop's 
Palace according to: Cuſtom, Ia the Morn- 

ing 


— —— Bid a: - - ni 


a 


—— 


192 TR Frexceſs of CEve. (=: 
ing, the Duke a' 4/va having till then gone 
very plain, appear'd in a Habit of Cloth of 
Gold; mix'd with fire-colour, yellow and 
black, all cover'd with Jewels, with a cloſe | 
Crown on his Head, The Prince of Orange 
richly Apparell'd,with his Livery , aad all the 
Spantards with theirs, came to attend the | 
Duke from the Hotel de Villeroy (where he 
was lodg'd) and march'd four a-breaſt till 
they came to the Palace. As ſoon as he ar- } 
riv'd, they went 1n order to the Church : | 
The King led Madam, with a cloſe Crown | 
on her Head, and her Train born up by Ma- | 
damoiſelles de Montperſier and Longneville : | 
The ' Queen follow'd next, but without a | 
Crown: Next came the Queen-Dauphin, Þþ 
Madam the King's Siſter, Madam 4e Zorraiy, } 
and the Queen of Navar, their Trains car- | 
ry'd by Priaceſles, | 
The Maids of Honour belonging to the | 
Queens and Princefles, were all richly dreſt | 
in the ſame Colours the Queens and Princel- | 
tes had on: fo that it was known by the co- | 
lour of their Habits whoſe Maids they were. | 
They mounted the Scaffold prepared in the 
Church, and there the Ceremony of the 
Marriage was perform'd : They return'd to 
Dinner at the Biſhops, and weat thence. a- 
bout five a Clock to the great Palace, where 


the Feaſt was, and the Parliament, the So- 1 
veraign | 
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veraign Courts, and the Corporation of the 
City were delir'd ro afſiit, The King, the 
ueens, the Princes and Princeſles eat at 
the Marble Table in the great Hall of the Pa- 
lace: The Duke of Alva fat by the new 
ueen of Sparr, below the ſteps of the Mar- 
ble Table: Ar the King's right hand 
there was a Table tor Embaſſadors, Arch- . 
{ Biſhops, and Knights of the Order ; and on 
{ the other hand a Table for thole of the Par- 
| lament. 
/ The Duke of Guzſe, ina Robe of Cloth 
| of Gold Freez'd, ſerv'd the King as Lord 


- Þ Steward of his Houſhold ; the Prince of 


| Conde as Parmetier, and the Duke of Ne- 
! mours as Cup-bearer. When the Officers 
! had taken away, the Ball began, and was 1n- 
| terrupted by Ballets, and extraordinary Ma- 
| chines: then they reſum'd the Ball, and at- 
| ter Midnight the King and all the Court re- 
! turn'd to the Louvre, As fad as Madam de 
I Cleve was, all that faw her, and particular- 
lv Monſieur ze Nemours thought her beauty 
incomparable: Though the buſtle of the 
Ceremony offer'd him ſeveral opportunitics, 
he durſt not ſpeak to her. But he appear'd 
lo fad, and expreft ſo much fear to approach 
her, that Madam de Cleve, looking on it as 
proceeding from his relpet for her, began to 
think he was not fo much to be blam'd, 
O chough 
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though he had not ſaid a word to juſtihe him- 
ſelf : His Condud was the ſame the tollow- 
ing days, and wrought the {ame efte&t on 
Madam ade Cleve, 

At laſt the day of the Tournament came ; 
the Queens ſtood in the Galleries upon the 


Scaffolds prepar'd tor them. The tour Cham- 


pions appear'd at the end of the Liſts, with a 


number of Horles and Liveries, the moſt 
magnificent ſight ever ſeen in Frazce. 


The King's Colours were Black and} 


White, which he always wore on the account 
of Madam ae Yalextinois being a Widow ſ 


Monſieur de Ferrara and his Retinue had Red| 


and Yellow; Monſieur de Guiſe Carnation| 


and White, being the Colours of a young 
Lady whom he had loy'd when a Maid, and 
lov'd her {till though he durſt not make it 
appear, Monſieur de Nemonrs had Black and} 
Yellow ; why he wore them was not known, 

but it was no hard matter for Madam de Clerel 
to guels at it : ſhe remember'd ſhe had ſaid} 
before him, ſhe lov'd Yellow, and was lor-| 


| 
| 
| 
4 


ry it ſuited not with her Natural Complexi-| 
on which was the reaſon he thought heÞ | 


might appear 1n that Colour withour indi-ſ 
[cretion, becauſe Madam ae Cleve not wear 
Ing it, there could be no ſuſpicion he wore it 
on her account. 


The Champions perform'd with i ncnngy 
rable| 
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rable addreſs. Though the King was the 
beſt Horſeman 1n his Kingdom, they knew 
not who had the advantage. Monſieur ae 
Nemours had a Grace 1n all his Actions won 
him the favour of Perions lels 1nterels'd than 
Madam ae C/eve : the no ſooner diſcover'd 
him at the end of the Liſts, bur ſhe tel her 
ſelf under extraordinary Emotions ; and e- 
very Courie he made, th could !czrce hide 
her joy when he had weil fnith'd his Ca- 
reer. 

In the Evening when all was almoſt oyer, 
and the Company ready to break up, the 
King, ( provok'd only by the 1ll Fate of the 
State,) would needs break another Lance: 
He commanded the Count de Mantgomery 
(who was very dextrous at It) to appear In 
the Liſts; the Count begg'd his Majeſty 
would excule him, alledgi:g all the Reatons 
he could think of , but the King, halt angry, 
ſent him word he commanded him to do it. 
The Queen conjur'd the King not to run any 
more, that he had pertorm'd lo well he 
ought to reſt {atisf'd, and that ſhe intreated 
him tocome to her. He anſ{wer'd, it was for 
love of her he would have another Courle, 
and enter'd the Barriere. She {enr Monficur 
de Savoy to pray him the ſecond time to come 


back, but all to nv purpole. They ran, the 


Lances were broken, and a Splinter of the 
O 2 Count 
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Fits Count of Montgomery's hit the King in the 

Wit. Eye, and ſtuck there, The King fell : His 

914 Gentlemen, and Monſieur de Montmorency, | 
Wii i Mar {al of the Camp, ran to him. They were |: 
W.'7 þ/ aſtoniſh'd to lee him ſo wounded, but the | 
[14408 King was hearty ; he ſaid it was a very flight | 
HRP burt, and pardon'd the Count. You may | 
\4 4 judge the trouble and affliction fo ſad an Ac- | 
oo cident occaſion'd, at a time w holly dedicated | 


to Gayety and Mirth. As ſoon as the King 
was laid in Bed, and the Chyrurgeons had 
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| iy ſearch'd the Wound, it appear'd very conſi- } 
183 derable. The Conſtable preſently thought | 


of the Prediction (that the King ſhould be 
{lain in Duel,) and made no doubt but it 
would be accompliſh'd. 

The King of $Sp3z, then at Bruſſels, hav- 
ing news of the Accident, ſent his Phyſici- 
an, a Man of Great Reputation ; but he jug'd 
the King paſt hope. 

A Court fo divided, and full of contrary | 
Intereſts, could not but be 1n extraordinary | 
diſorder, and fatiouſly bufie, in ſuch a Con- 
juncture: Yet all was conceal'd, and the 
whole Court ſeem'd employ'd only about 
the recovery of the King ; the Queens, Prin- 
ces, and Princeſſes ſcarce ſtirring out of his 
Anti-Chamber. 

Madam 4e (eve knowing her ſelf oblig'd 
to be there, that ſhe ſhould ſee Monſieur de | 
Ne- | 
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Nemours there, and ſhould not be able to 
conceal from her Husband the diſorder that 
ſight would pur her to, and being ſenfi- 
ble the very prelence of that Prince would 
juitiftie and clear him in her thoughts, and 
deſtroy the reſolutions ſhe had taken againſt 
him, ſhe pretended her ſelf ſick. The 
Court was too buſie to mind what ſhe did, 
or to enquire whether her indiſpoſition were 
real or teign'd, Only her Husband knew 
the truth of it. That troubled her not : ſhe 
continu'd at home, little concern'd for the 
great Change that was ſhortly expected, 
and full of her own thoughts which ſhe had 
liberty enough to give her ſelf up to. Eve- 
ry one ran to Court to enquire of the King. 
Monſieur de C/eve came at certain hours to 
bring her news : he obſerv'd the ſame me- 
thod of proceeding towards her he us'd to 
do, ſave only when they were alone they 
were a little leſs free, and more cold towards 
one another than formerly. He ſazd not. a 
word of what was paſt, and ſhe had not 
the power, nor thought it convenient to re- 
[ume the diſcourſe of it. 

Monſieur de Nemours, who waited an 0p- 
portunity of ſpeaking to Madam de Cleve, 
was {urpriz'd and troubÞd he could nor have 
a fight of her. The King was fo ill, that the 
leventh day the Phyſicians gaye him up. 

O 3 He 
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Hereceiv'd the news of the certainty of his 
Death with extraorlinary conſtancy, which 
was the more adnurable, in that he loſt his * 
Lite by 1o unfortunate an Accident, that he |: 
was to die 1n the Flower of his Age, hap- | 
Py. ador'd by his People, and -clov'd by a | 
Miſtreſs he was deſperatly in love with : The | 
_ Gay vefore he dy'd he caus'd Madam, his | 
Sifter, to be marry'd to Monſieur de Sa- | 
voy, Without Ceremony, You may guels | 
the condition the Ducheſs of Falentinors 
was417 : The Qucen would not permit her 
to fee the King, but (ent to demand of her 
the King's Signet, and the Jewels of the Þ 
Crown, the had in her Cuſtody, The Du- | 
cheſs enquir'd it the King were dead, and 
being told no; 7 have xo Maſter yet then, 
fays ſhe, and zo boay can oblipe me to part 
with what he trulted in my Hinds, As loon 
as he expir'd at the ChaFeanu ac Tournels, 
the Dukes of Ferrara, Gniſe, and Nemonrs, 
conducted the Queen- Mother, the King and 
Queen-Conſort to the Zouvre, Monſieur Þ 
ae Nemonrs led the Queen-Motker: As they | 
began to walk, ſhe itep'd back a little, and | 
told the Queen. her Danghter-in-Law, it | 
was her place to go iirit , but it was eaſe to 
ſee there was more ſharpnels, than civility 1n 
the Complement, 
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'HE Queen-Mother was now wholly 
govern'd by the Cardinal of Zoyrazz : 
the YVidame of Chartres was quite out of fa- 
vour with her; and the love he had for Ma- 
dam Martipues, and for liberty, made him 
leſs ſenſible of her diſpleaſure than a matter of 
that conſequence might ſeem to deſerve. The 
Cardinal, the ten days the King continued 11l, 
had leiſure to form his deſigns, and preyail with 
the Queen to take Reſolutions ſuitabi® to his 
| O 4 Pro- 
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Projects: ſo that as ſoon as the King was 
dezd, the Queen order'd the Conſtable to ſtay 
at tne Tow xels with the Corps, to perform 
the utual Ceremonies : This kept him at di- 
{tance, and our of the Scene of Action : He 
dupatch'd a Courrier to the King of Navarr |! 
to haſten hjm to Court. to join with him in | 
oppoſing the Riſe of the Houle of Guiſe. | 
The Duke of Gauiſe was made General of 
the Armies, and the Cardinal of Lorrain 
Sur-intendant of the Fizances, The Duchels 
of /alentinos was expelPd the Court, The 
Cardinal of Toxrnon the Conſtable's declar'd 
Enemy, and the Chancellor 0/;vier declar'd 
Enemy to the Duchels of Ya/entinor, were | 
both calPd to Court. In a word, the Court | 
had intirely chang'd Face: The Duke of 
Guiſe rank'd himſelf with the Princes of the 
Blood, to carry the King's Cloak at the Fu- 
neral, He and his Brothers vere ablolute 
Maſters at Court, not only through the cre- 
dit the Cardinal had with the Queen, but be- 
cauſe the thought it in her power to re- 
move them it they ſhould give her Um- 
brage, and thar ſhe could not remove the Þ 
Conirable who was upheld by the Princes of Þ 
the Blood, 
The days of mourning for the deceas'd 
King being over, the Conſtable came to the 


Lewvre, but had a very cold reception from | 
the | 
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the King, He would have ſpoken with him 
in private, but the King call'd for Mef/ieurs 
de Gniſe, and before them told him, he ad- 
vis'd him to take his eaſe , that the Finances 
and the Command of the Armies were dil- 
pos'd of, and when he ſhould ſtand in need of 
his Counſels,he would ſend for him to Court, 
The Queen-Mother receiv'd him more cold- 
ly than the King had done, and did not for- 
bear to reproach him, with his having ſaid to . 
the late King, his Children were not like 
him. The King of Navarr arriv*'d, and was 
no better recelv'd, The Prince of Copae, 
more impatient than his Brother, complain'd 
of it aloud, but all rono purpoſe. He was 
remov'd from Court, under pretence of be- 
ing ſent into Flazaers to lign the Ratification 
of the Peace. They ſhew'd the King of Navarr 
a forg'd Letter from the King of Spariz,where- 
in he was charg'd with deligns to ſurprize 
ſome ſtrong places belonging to that King : 
they told him it was high time to look about 
him, and prepare for defence: and, in a 
word, per[waded him to reſolve going for 
Beary, The Queen-Mother, to furniſh him 
with a pretence, gave him in Charge the 
Conduct of Madam Elizabeth to Savoy, and 
made him take his Journey before her: ſo 
that there was not a Perſon left at Court to 
ballance the Power of the Houle of Guiſe. 
Though 
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Though it fell out unluckily for Monſieur 
de Cleve, he had not the Conducting Ma- 
dam E/izaieth, yet the greatnels of the Per- 
{on preferr'd before him, took from him all 
cauſe of complaint, Burt the loſs of the 
Employ griev'd him not ſo much for depriy- 
ing him of the honour he thould have re- 
ceiv'd by it, as for robbing him of {ſo tair an 
opportunity to remove his Wite trom Court, 
without ſuſpicion, or the leaſt appearance of 
deſign. | 

Soon after the decealc of the late King, a 
Reſolution was taken the King thould go ro 
Rhemes to be anointed. . Madam ae C/eve 
having all this while kept home, on pretence 
of being ill, no ſooner heard this news. but 
the pray'd her Husband to dilpence with her 
following the Court, and to give her leave 
ro 80 take the Air at Colopniers tor her health, 
He told her he would not enquire whether 
the defir'd it on the account of her health, 
but he was ready to conient to what the de- 
lird; and it was no hard Task to conlent to 
what he had already relolv'd. As good an 
Opinion as he had of his Wite's Virtue, he 
thought it imprudent to expole her longer to 
the view of a Man ſhe was 13 love with. 

Monfieur de Nemours quickly knew ſhe 
would not go along with the Court, and 


could not find in his heart to be gone with- 
Out 
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' out ſeeing her, The Night before the Court 


was toremove he went to her Houle, as late as 
indecency he could, that he might find hera- 
lone. rn tavour'd his Intention, as he 
enter'd the Courc he met Madam Newvers, and 
Madam Martioues coming out. they told him 
they bac lefr her alone. He went up under 
an agitation and trouble, parallell'd only by 
that Madam de C/eve was In, when told 
Monſieur de Nemours Was Come to lee her ; 
the fear of his (peaking to her of his paſſion, 

her apprehention ſhe might give him too fa- 
vourable an anſwer, the diſturbance this 
Viſit might occaſion to her Husband, the 
dithculty of giving him an account of i It, or 
concealing it, preſented themielves to her 
imagination all in a moment, and put her in- 
to a perplexity that made her reſolve avoid« 
ing the thing, than which peradventure ſhe 
delir'd none more. She ſent one of her Wo- 
men to Monfieur de Nemours, who was 1n 
her Anti-Chamber, to tell him ſhe had late- 
ly been very 411, and was extremely lorry ſhe 
could not receive the honour he would have 
done her. What a grief was this to him, 
not to ſee Madam ae Cleve, and therefore 
not to ſee her, becauſe ſhe had no mind he 
thould ? He was to be gone on the Mor- 
row, he. could not expoct from Fortune a 


more favourable opportunity, He had not 
ſpoken 
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ſpoken to her ſince the diſcourſe at the 
Queen-Dauphin's, and had reaſon to believe 
his telling the Yidame had deſtroy'd all his 
hopes. Ina word, he went away vex'd to 
the very Heart. 

As ſoon as Madam 4e Cleve had recover'd 
her ſelf a little, out of the trouble ſhe was in 
at the thoughts of Monſieur de Nemonrs 
being come t9 viſit her, ſhe was ſo far from 
approving the reaſons that 1nduc'd her to ex- 
cule her lelf from ſeeing him, that ſhe con- 
demn'd her ſelf for having refus'd his Viſit ; 


and if it had not been too late, ſhe would have | 


had him call'd back. 

Madam de Nevers, and Madam ds Marti 
gues, went directly from Madam ge Cleve, 
to the Queen-Dauphins , Monſieur de Cleve 
was there, The Qieen-Dauphin ask'd them 
where they had been? they an[wer'd they 
came from Madam de Cleve, where they had 
ſpent part of the Aftcrnoon, with a great 
deal of company, and left no body there 
but Monſieur ds Nemours, Theſe words, 
though harmleſs and indifferent in them- 
ſelves, paſs'd not as ſuch with Monſieur de 
C/eve : he had reaſon to imagine Monſieur 
de Nemours might have ſeveral opportunities 
of (peaking to Madam ade Cleve, but ro 
think he was alone with her at her Lodgings, 
where he might declare to her his paſſion, 


ap: 
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e || appear'd that moment a thing ſo ſtrange and 
e | intollerable, he was more jealous than ever. 
S F} It was notin his power to ſtay at the Queer- 
, 


Dauphin's, he went thence not knowing 
| why, nor whether it were with defign to ig- 
| terrupt Monſieur de Nemours: When he drew 
near home, he look'd about to ſee what ſigns 
{ he might diſcover of that Prince's being 
} ſtill there, It was ſome comfort to find i 
- | he was gone, and it pleas'd him to find he y 
- | could not have been long there. He fancy'd, 
peradventure, it was not Monſieur de Ne- 
20urs he had reaſon to be jealous of And 
though he could not doubt 1t, yet he endea- 
vour'd to perſwade himſelf he ought to que- 
ſtion it, But he had been already lo clearly 
convincd to the contrary, It was not 1n his 
power to continue Jong in that uncertainty 
he ſo earneſtly defir'd. He went ſtraight into 
his Wife's Chamber, and after ſome general 
diſcourſe, he could not forbear asking her 
what ſhe had done in his ablence, and who 
had been to ſee her, She gave him account if 
of both, but finding ſhe mention'd not Mon- | 
fieur de Nemours, he ask'd, trembling, if | 
thoſe were all ſhe had ſeen, that the might 
have occaſion to nafne Monſieur ae Nemenys, 
and he have the comfort to find the put no | 
tricks upon him, She had not fcen him, i" 
therefore ſhe nam'd bim not. Monſieur ae | 
C,eve, 
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Clieve, with a lorrowtul tone, replys, ave 
you not ſeen Monſieur de Nemours, or have 
you forgor him? 1 have aot ſeen him inaced, 
ſays ſhe; 7 was ill, axd ſent one of my women | 
to make my Excuſe, You were wot ill, but for 

him then, replys he ; you admitted all other 
Viſits, why not his :s the reſt? what reaſon 
have you to fear a light of him? why ſhould | 
he know by you that you are afraid to ſee him? | 
why ſhonlda you make it appear to him you make 
uſe of the Power hii Paſſion pives you over him ? 
Darſt you refuſe to ſee him, but that you know 
him ſen(ible it proceedea not from Incivility, 
but Rigour ; And what reaſon have you to be 11- 
gorous to him? Froma- Perſon like you, Madam, 
any thing but indifference is a favour, 1aid 
not think, ſays ſhe, you had any. ſuch ſuſpici- 
on of Moyſieur ds Nemours, that you could 
have reproached me for not admitting a Viſit 
from him, Yet I reproach you, Madam, re- 
plys he, ad have ground enough for it : Why 
ſhould you not ſee bim, if he never ſpoke to you 
of his love? But he hath declar'd it, Madam , 
tis not poſſible it could have made ſo deep an 
impreſſion in you, had you perceiv'd it only by 
his ſilence : It ws not inyour power to tell me 
the whole truth, you have concealÞ'd from me 
the greater, ana more conſiaerable part ; you 
have repented that little you confeſsd to me, 
you were not able to finiſh your Confeiſion : 1am 
more 
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more unhappy than 1 thought I ws, and the 
unhappyest of Men, You are my wife, I love 
you as my Miſlreſs, and the ſame time ſee you 
in love with aniticr , and he the moſt ami- 
able in the Caurt : He ſees you every day, and 
knows you are in love with him. Hz, Crys he, 
I belieu'd you minht overcome the Paſſion you 
had for him, tut ſure 1 had loſt my Reaſon to 
think it. 1 kaow not, replys ſhe very for- 
rowfully, whether you aid il! to judge favour 
rably of a proceeatag ſo extraorainary as mine ; 
or do Ikaow but 1 might be miſtaken, when [ 
thourht you would do me Fuſtice, Never doubt 
it, Madam, fays he ; you were miſiakex, you 
expected from me things as impiſſible as thoſe 
I expeited from you: How could you think I 
ſhould ao you right, or att accoraing to reaſou? 
You had ſure forgot I ws deſperately in love 
with you, ana that I was your Husband, Et- 
ther of theſe were enough to run a Man into 
extremities, what cannot both do when this 
met in one? Ha, what ao they not? Ay ſen- 
timents, my thoughts are uncertain and 
violent, I cannot maſter them, I no lonoer 
think. my {elf warthy of you, wor av 1 think 
you are mt lr, of re, I adore you, Thatenoa: 
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Colonniers, and the Queen-Dauphin told you 
the Adventure was known, 1 cannot diſco- 
ver how it came abroad, nor what paſs'd be- 
tween Mon(ieur de Nemours 4nd you ou that 
account, You will never acquaint me with it, 
207 do I deſire you ſhould : 1 beg only you will 
remember you have made me the moſt unfortu- 
ate, the moſt wretched of Men, 
Monſieur de Cleve having ſaid this, left his 
Wife, and departed on the morrow without | 
ſeeing her ; but he writ her a Letter full of 
trouble, civility, and kindnels : ſhe ſent him 
an anſwer (o moving, lo full of aſſurance of | 
her Condud paſt and to come, that being 
rounded on truth, and lively expreſſions of 
the thoughts of her heart, the Letter made || 
impreſſion on Monhteur de Cleve,and reſtor'd, 
in ſome meaſure, the former tranquility and || 
calm of his ſpirits : : Beſides, his knowing 


Monſieur de Nemours was to go to the King, | 


and could not be with Madam de Cleve, con- 
tributed not a little to his repole : when-ever 
this Lady ſpoke to her Husband, the love he 
expreſt for her, the handfoamefs of his pro- 
ceeding, the kindnels he had for her, and 
what ſhe ow'd him as her Husband, had that 
ſtrong operation on her, capable, one would 
thiak, to deface the Idea's the had of Mon- 
fieur de Nemogrs ; but it was but for a time, 


and preſently after the ſame Idea's came 
freſh 
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jou | freſh into her mind, and made deeper imprel- 
co- | fon than ever, 
e- } The firſt days after Monſieur ae Nemours 
4rt | was gone, ſhe was ſcarce ſenſible of his ab- 
it, Þ ſence; atlength it troubled her ſore: from 
ill $ the hour ſhe tell in love with him, not a day 
4u- * had paſt but ſhe had tcar'd or hop'd to meet 
# him , and it was no imall grief to her to 
think it was not 1n the power of Fortune to 
make them now meet one another. 
* She went to Colonnzers, and order'd to be 
” carri'd thither the great Pictures ſhe had 
2 caus'd to be copied out of the Originals Ma- 
Z dam ae Yalentinois had bought for her fine 
* Houſe at Amer, All the remarkable aQtions 
2 of the Kings Reign were repreſented in thoſe 
# Pieces: amongſt the reſt, was the Siege of 
* Metz, and thole who had ſignaliz'd rhem- 
| {elves were drawn there much to the Lite ; 
Monſieur de Nemours was of the number, 
which perhaps made her defirous of the Pi- 
ctures. 
Madam de Mar ti2ues having not been a- 
ble to go with the Court, promisd to ſpend 
lome days with Madam de Cleve at Colon- 
niers, Though both ſhar'd the Queens fa- 
vour, yet it was without enyy or ſtrangenels 
to one another : they continued good friends, 
yet neither was the others Confident of the 
Darling Thoughts, Madam de Cleze knew 
Ma. 
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71S Madam de Martigues lov'd the YVidame, but | 
| *F Madam de Mariigues knew nothing of Ma- © 
60 dam de Cleve's bein 1n love with Monſieur | 
bid 44 þ de Nemonrs, nor of his love for her. Madam | 
[ol Ti ae Martigues lov'd her the better, as being | 
it [4 Neece to the Yidame, and Madam de Cleve © 
ul þ lov'd Madam de Martignes, as being 1n love | 
| 4 as the her felt was, andin love with the moſt © 
Þ intimate Friend of him who had a paſſion 
| | 48 tor her. 4 
\QEEE Madam !e Martizues came to Colonniers| 
THT as ſhe promis'd, and found Madam de Cleve |: 


7% led a very deſolate life , the affeted ſolitude, |: 
"WF and to paſs the Evenings tn the Gardens | 
without the company of her Domeſticks : | 
ſhe frequented the Pavillion where Monſieur Þ 
ae Nemours had heard her, ſhe entred the}: 


| Bour that open'd' to the Forreſt : her Wo-| 
FL men, and other Servants, ſtaidin the other, 
| vs or under the Pavillion, and came not to her} 
wet unleſs ſhe call'd them. | q 
mu Madam de Martizues having never ſeen|- 


Colonniers before, was ſurpriz'd at the beau- |" 
ties of it, particularly at the pleaſantneſs of i 
the Pavillion. Madam de C/eve and ſhe uſu-f- 


TRE ally paſt the Evenings there: Two youngh: 
17. 41 Ladies (as they) both pafſionately in love, be- 
NY ing at liberty, to paſs the night in the fineſt F 
LY place in the world, knew not how to make ſþ 
| an end of diſcourſing one another, being ex- | 
'M eemch 
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t * tremely pleasd with the Converſation, 
though neither made the other her Conk- 
dent. Madam ae Martigues could hardly 
have left Co/ozniers, but that ſhe was to go 
where the Vidame was : the took her leave, 
and went for Chambort, where the Court 
then was. : 
The Cardinal of Zoxraiz had anointed 
the King at Rhemes, and the deſign was to 
- paſs the reſt of the Summer at the Caſtle of 
Ss]: Chambort, which was newly buik. The 
ef: Queen expreſs'd great joy to ſee Madam 4e 
e| Aartignes at Court, and after ſeveral Evi- 
IS dences of it, ſhe enquir'd what news of Ma- 
* damaeCteve, and what ſhe did in the Coun- 
rÞ try: Monſieur d& Nemours, and Monſieur 
el ge Cleve were both with the Queen that ve- 
-| ry time. Madam AMartiznues had. been lo 
þ taken with Colonnirrs, ſhe gave the Queen 
rſ: an account of the beauties of it, and en- 
: largd upon:the Deſcription of the. Pavillion 
nf 1n the Forreſt, and the pleaſure Madam de 
| Clevetook to walk alone there ſome part of 
+ the Night. Monſieur de Nemonrs,. who 

* knew the place well enough to underſtand 
gf Madam AMeartigues's diſcourſe, -thought it 
e-F not impoſlible to have a fight of -Madam ae 
| Cleve there, without being {een by any but 
Keſi her (elf, He ask'd her fome queſtions for 
P 2 who 
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who look'd earneſtly on Monſieur de Ne- 
mours While Madam Martigxes was [peak- 
ing, fancy d he knew what was his deſign : 
the queſtions he ask'd confirm'd him the 
more, fo that he made no doubt but he in- 
tended to go lee his Wife, Nor was he miſta- 
ken, tor Monſieur de Nemours was lo ſet 
upon't, that having ſpent the Night in con- 
{1dering how to execute his delign, he went 
berimes on the morrow to ask the King leave 
to go to Parr, on a pretended occaſion. 

Monſieur de Cleve queſtion'd not the oc- | 
cafion of the Journey, but reſolv*d to ſati(- | 
fie himſelf of his Wife's Conduct, and con- | 
tinue no longer under an uncertainty ſo trou- Þ 
bleſlome : He had a deſire to go the ſame} 
time Monſieur de Nemoars ſet out, and hide | 
himſelf where he might diſcover the ſuc- | 
ceſs of the Journey ; but fearing dis depar- 
ture would be thought extraordinary, andÞ 
Monſieur de Nemours upon notice might | 
take other meaſures, he reſolv'd to truſt aſt 
Gentleman that belong'd to him, whole faith- | 
fulneſs and wit he was fully aflur'dof: he ac-F 
quainted him with the trouble he was in, 
and how virtuous his Wife had been till 
then; and order'd him to follow Monſieur 
de Nemours, watch him narrowly, and ſee 
whether he went to Colownters, and whe 
ther he enter'd the Garden by Night. f 
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The Gentleman, very capable of ſuch a 
Commutſhon, diſcharg'd it with a great deal 
of exactneſs:he tollow'd Monſieur ae Nemours 
roaVillage within half a league of Colonnzers, 
where Monſieur de Nemours made a halts 
which the Gentleman eaſily guels*d was for 
no other end, but to ftay rhere till Night. 
But he thought it beſt for him to pals through 
the Village, and enter the Forreſt the way 
he thought Monſieur de Nemours muſt pals. 
He took his meaſures very right, for it was 
no ſooner Night but he heard ſome walk, 
and though it were dark he eaſtiy knew 
Monſieur de Nemours : He law him go round 
the Garden to hearken it he could dilcover 
any Perſon, and [py out a place convenient 
to paſs over. There were double Pales, and 
very high, on purpole to prevent entrance, 
ſo that it was hard getting over ; yet Mon- 
lteur de Nemogrs made a {hift to get in, and 
was no ſooner enter'd the Garden, but he 
quickly knew where Madam de Cleve was : 
He ſaw a great light in the Bower, the Win- 
dows all open, and {lipping along by the 
Pales ſide got cloſe to the Bower ; you may 
imagine in what trouble andEmorion he took 
his tation behind a Window whizh ſerv'd 
him conveniently to ſee what Madam ae 
Cleve was doing, He-ſaw ſhe was alone, 


but thought her beauty ſo admirable he 
E3 could 
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could ſcarce maſter rhe as 1s it put him 
1n. It was hor, and ſhe had nothing on her | 
Head and her Neck, bfit her Hair hanging * 
careleſly down, She was on a Bed of Re- 
pole, with ſeveral Baskets full of Ribbands 
efore her, out of which the made choice of 
ſome ; and he oblerv'd ſhe pick*d out the ve- 
ry Colours he wore at the Tourney, He 
could ſee her make them up into Knots for an * 
Indian Cane, which had once been his, and ® 
he had given it his Siſter : Madam de Cleve 4 
took 1t trom her, as if ſhe had never known it | 
had been his: When ſhe had ty'd on the |! 
Knots, with a grace and {weetneſs ſuitable : 
to the delicacy of the Sentiments in her | 
Heart, ſhe took a great Wax Candle in her | 
Hand, and went to the Table over-againſt the | 
Picture of the Siege of Merz, wherein was |þ 
| the Pourtrai&t of Monſieur de Nemours: She 
ſat her down,and fell a-looking on that Pour- 
trait with that attention and thoughtfulnels, 
_— could proceed only from a paſſionate 
OVC. 

'Tis impoſſible to expreſs the Sentiments 
of Monſieur de Nemevrs that moment; to 
ſee by Night, in the fineſt place of theWorld, 
a Perſon he adord ; to ſee her and ſhe not 
know it, to ſee her wholly taken up with 
things relating to him, and the paſhon ſhe 
hid from him, was a pleaſure no other Lover 
ever taſted, or imagin'd, He 
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He was ſo tranſported he ſtood gazing at 
her, without conſidering how precious his 
time was : having bethought himſelf a lir- 
tle, he believ'd it beſt not to {peak to her till d 
ſhe came into the Garden, where he mighr (on 
do it with more ſafety at greater diſtance [ 
from her Women. Yet ſecing ſhe continu'd [ 
in the Bower, he reſolv'd to enter: When {iF 

| 


about to do it, what trouble was he 1n? 
how fearful to diſpleaſe her, and make her 
change her Countenance to full of {weetnels 4 
and love, ito looks full of anger 2nd feve- q. 
rity ! 

Preſently he thought he had done very 
unwilely (not to come ſee Madam ae Cleve, 
but) to think of appearing to her : He look'd 
on It as an extravagant boldnels, to {urprize, 
at midnight, a Perſon to whom he never 
durſt declare his paſſion for her: He could j 
not fee how he could pretend to aucience_ i. 
from her, but beliey'd ſhe might juſtly be ot- aj! 
tended with him, for the-danger he expos'd 
her to by the Accidents might happen. His 
courage quite fail'd him, and he was ſeveral 
times upon the point of returning without 
letting her ſee him: Yet puſh'd on with the 
deſire he had to ſpeak to her, and encou- 
rag'd by the hopes given him by what he had 
newly ſeen, he advanc'd a few fteps, but in 
tuch diſorder, that a Scarf he wore catch'd 
P 4 at 
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at the Window and made a noiſe. Madam 
ae Cleve turn'd about, and whether her Fan- 
cy was full of him, or that ſhe ſtood 1n a- 
place {o direftly to the light that ſhe might 
know him, ſhe thought it was he, and with- 
out the leaſt heſitation, or once looking to- 
wards him, went into the place where her 
Women were. She was ſo diforder'd, that 
to conceal it from them, ſhe told them ſhe 
was 11]: Which ſhe did to give them employ- 
ment about her, and him an opportunity of 
clcaping unſeen. Refle&ting on what was 
paſt, ſhe thought her ſelf deceiv'd, and that 
the did but fancy ſhe had ſeen him: ſhe knew 
he was at Chambort, and could not perſwade 
her ſelt he would have undertaken ſo hazar- 
dous a Journey. She had a mind ſeveral 
times to return into the Garden, to ſee if any 
one were there ; and perhaps the no leſs de- 
{ir'd, than fear'd, to find Monſieur de Nemours 
there: Art laſt reaſon prevaild, and ſhe 
thought it more prudent to continue in 
doubr, than to run the hazard: of clearing 
the matter ; yet ſhe could not of along time 
refolve to quit a place ſhe thought him ſo 
near to, and 1t was almoſt day e're ſhe re- 
turnd to the Caſtle. 

Monſieur de Nemonrys ſaid in the Garden 
while there was any light, in hopes of ano- 
ther ſight of Madam ze Cleve, though he 

: Was 
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n | was perſwaded the knew hitn, and was gone 
- }Y out of purpoſe to ſhun him ; but hearing the 
1- | Doors lock'd, his hopes were at an end. He 
t | went to take Horſe near the place where 
Monſieur de Cleve's Gentleman was watch- 
ing him. This Gentleman follow'd him to 
the ſame Village, where he left him 1n the 
Evening. Monſieur de Nemours refoly'd to js 
ſpend the reſt of the Day there, and return 'o 
at Night to Golonxzers, to ſee it Madam ae 0 
Cleve would have the cruelty to ſhun him, '$ 
or not expoſe her ſelf to view. He was ve- qi; 


, 
| 
t 
4 
4 
| 


ry glad to find himſelf ſo much in her | y 
thoughts, yet it could not but trouble him 'i 
to ſee her lo bent to avoid him, j 


Never was pafhon ſo tender and violent as ' 
that of this Prince : He went under the W1l- 
lows along a little Brook that ran behind _ 
the Houſe, where he hid himſelf, that no Al. 
notice might be taken of him. He gave k 
himlelf up to the tran{ports of his Love,which kl 
were ſo vehement he let fall ſome tears ; nor | 
thoſe of pure grief, but mingled with the  {!! 


pleaſure and charms Love only is acquainted | 
with. | 

He was now at leiſure to reflect on all the q 
Actions of Madarn de Cleve, ſince he had been if 
in love with ker. What a modeſt rigour ſhe g! 


had always us'd him with, though ſhe lov'd 
him. For *1i5 certain, lays he, le loves me, 
1 can- 
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1 cannot doubt of it ; the deepeſt engagements, 
the higheſt favours, are not ſo infallible Evi- | 
aences of it, as thoſe I have ſeew: yet ſhe uſes | 
me 4s if ſhe hated me, 1 hoped time would 
have produc'd in her ſome change in my favour, 
but now I muſt not expect it ; I find her ſtill 
upon her Guard againſt me, and her ſelf: If 
ſhe did not love me 1 would apply my ſelf to 
pleaſe her , but 1 pleaſe her, [he loves me, and 
get hides it from me : what am 1 to expect? 
what change can hope of my Fate? whit, | 
ſhall 1 have the love of the moſt amiable Per- | 
ſon in the world, and be under that exceſs of | 
paſſion that proceeds from the certainty of te- 
ing lod by her, ouly to make me more ſexſpble 
of being illufd? Let me ſee you love me, fair 
Princeſs, crys he, declare ro me your Senti- 
ments, let me once in my Life be aſſur'd of | 
them by you; I am content you ſhould reſume 
your rigour, and uſe me ever after with the ſe- 
verity that ſo mortifies me: Look on me at 
leaſt with thoſe Eyes you look'd laſt Night on my 
Picture in my ſight. Can you look with ſo 
much kindneſs on my Pifture, yet [hun me ſo 
cruelly? what are you afraid of ? You love 
me, ana tis in vain 80 conceal it from me ; 
you have, againſt your will, given me Eviden- 
ces of it, 1 know my good fortune, permit 
me to enjoy it, and ao not make me unhappy. 


Is't poſſible Madam de Cleve ſhould love me, 
yet 


2 | 
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yet 1 be wnhapty? How beautiful ſhe appear d 


o7 | iz the Night ? how did I forbear throwing my 
; ſelf at her Feet? Haa TI doxe z, perhaps the 


reſpett Iexpreſsd for her would have kept hey 


from ſhunning me: Tet peradventure ſte did not 


know me, I trouble my elf more than I need : 
the ſight of a Man at an hour ſo extraordina- 
ry would have frighten d her, Theſe thoughts 
took up his time all the Day, he wiſh'd im- 
patiently for the Night; and as ſoon as ir 
came he went for Co/onniers, Monſieur de 


-- || Cleve's Gentleman, being diſguis'd, that he 
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might be lefs obſerv'd, follow d him to the 
place he had follow'd him the Night before, 
and ſaw him enter the Garden again. Mon- 
ſieur de Nemours quickly found Madam 4 


| Cleve had not expos'd her ſelf to a ſecond 


| turn'd himevery way abour to diſcover light, 


view, the Garden-Doors being all ſhut, he 


but ſaw-none. 
Madam de Cleve apprehending he might 


| return, kept her Chamber, fearing ſhe might 


not ſtill have the power to ſhun Iim , and 
unwilling to expoſe her ſelf tothe hazard of 
ſpeaking to him in a manner lo unſuitable to 


her Condudt hitherto. © 
Monſieur 4& Nemours, though out of 


hopes of ſeeing her, could not relolve to 
quit preſently a place ſhe frequented, He 
paſs'd that Night in the Garden, and me the 
| Plea- 
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pleaſure of ſeeing the Objects ſhe beheld eve- 


ry day. It was Sun-riſing ere he thought of 


retiring, which he did at laſt for fear of be- 
Ing diſcover'd, 


He had not the power to go for Court, | 
without having ſeen Madam de Cleve, He 
went to his Siſters, the Ducheſs of Merczyr, 


at her Houle near Colonnters : She was ex- 
tremely (urpriz'd at her Brother's arrival, but 
he invented ſo probable a Pretence for his 
Journey, and order'd his buſineſs ſo hand- 
ſomly, that ſhe made the firſt Propoſal of vi- 
ſiting Madam de Cleve. This delign was to 
be executed that very day, Monſieur de Ne- 
mrs having told his Siſter, he would leave 


Her at Co/ozzners, and go directly thence to 


the King. This he did in hopes the would 


take her leave before his departure from Co- | 


lonniers, and aftord him an infallible oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to Madam ae Cleve, 

At their arrival ſhe was walking in the 
Garden : The fight of Monſieur as Nemours 
troubled her not a little, and filenc'd all 
doubts of her having ſeen him the Night 
before : It anger'd her to find him guilty of 
ſo much boldneſs, and impudence. He was 
heartily troubled to obſerve in her Counte- 
nance an Air of Coldneſs towards him. 
Thetr diſcourſe was general, yet he had the, 
addreſs to hew ſo much wit, ſo much com- 
plaiſance, 


ome 
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eVe- | plaiſance, and admiration for Madam ae | 


t of | C/eve, that he diſſipated in ſome meaſure 
be- | the coldneſs ſhe had expreſs'd towards him | | 
at firſt, I. 
Urt, His firſt fear being over, he-ſeem'd very o 
He f curious to ſee the Pavillion in the Forreſt : 
"4r, | He ſpoke of it as the moſt pleaſant place in 
ex- 8 the World, and deſcrib'd it ſo particularly, 
2ut that Madam de Mercenr told him, he muſt 
his # needs have been often there, 'to be ſo well * 
d- | acquainted with all the beauties of it. 7 do not 
v1-W think for all that, ſays Madam de Cleve, | 
to} Monſieur de Nemours has ever been there: if 
e-Þf it has been finiſh d but a while ſince, Tis not 
7e Þ long ſince Thave been there, (ays he, looking 
oO Þ on her, and 7 cannot tell whether 1 have not 
d reaſon to ve glad you have forgot ſeeing me 
-- | there, Madam de Merceur was lo taken up 
- | with viewing the beauty of the Gardens, ſhe Bl 
minded not what her Brother ſaid: Madam if 
de Cleve bluſh'd, and with her Eyes. tothe ' 5h 
Ground; without looking on Monſieur de Ne- 
monrs, 1 do not Yewjember, fays ſhe, 7 ever 
ſaw you there; and'if you were ever there, it | if 
was without my knowledge, Tis true, Ma- 
dam, ſays he, 1 was there without order,: and 
paſs'd'there the moſt'crucl, as well as ther moſt 
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"Madam ae C/eve underſtood very well what 
he ſaid, but made him no anfwer : Her care 
was 
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was to prevent Madam de Merceur's going 
into the Bower where Monſieur de Nemours's 
Piture was, which ſhe had no mind ſhould 
be ſeen. She kept her in diſcourſe, and the 
time pals'd away {o inſenſibly,that Madam de 
Aerczur began to talk of going homewards : 
But when Madam ae Cleve ſaw Monſieur de 
Nemonrs and his Siſter were not to.go toge- 
ther, the quickly gueſs'd what ſhe might be 
iexpos'd to. and was in the ſamie ſtraight the 
had been in at Pars, and made uſe of .the 
fame Expedient : The fear ſhe had this Viſit 
might confirm her Husbands ſuſpictons,con- | 
tributed much to the reſolution ſhe took. | 
That Monſieur de Nemoxrs 'might not conti- 
'nue alone with her, ſhe told Madam de Me r- 
ceur ſhe would bring her as far as the edge 
.of the Forreſt, and order'd her Coach to be 
made ready. Monlieur de Nemoars turn'd 
/pale as Aſhes, at the rigour of Madam de 
Cleve, Madam de Mercer ask'd him if he 
were ill. He look'd on Madam de Cleve, 
(though no body perceiv'd it,) andconvine'd 
her by his looks, his illneſs was a pure effe&t 
of his deſpair. However, there was no re- 
remedy but he muſt leave her in his Siſters 
company, without daring to follow her ; 
and having told his Siſter he would return to 
Court direQly from Colonniers, there was 
no going back with her, He went for wh 
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and thence on the morrow for Chambore. 
Monſieur de Cleve's Gentleman had ob- 
ſerv'd him all this while. He followd him 
to Paris, and when he found Monfieur de 
Nemours was gone for Chamboyt, he took 


; | Poſt ro get thither before him, and grve-ac- 


count of his-Journey. His Maſter-expected 
his return with impatience, as4t the happi- 
nels, or unhappineſs of his Life depended 
upon It, _ 

As ſoon as he ſaw him, he gather'd from 
his Countenance, :and his 'frlence, hehad no 
good'news for him : He continued ſome time 
sftoniſh'd, with His Face dejected, and nor 
able to ſpeak to him., at laft he madefigns 


with his hand he ſhould withdraw. Go, lays 


he, 1 kzow "what you 'have«to ſay to me; but 1 
have mot the'\power to hear it, I cannot t#- 
form you axy thing, lays the Gentleman, oz 
which to ground a ſure Fudgment, *'Tis tree, 
Monſieur de Netnours went two Nights (ſus 
ceſſroely trito the Garden in the Forreſt, and 
the Day after 'he was at Colonniers with the 
Ducheſs of Mexcorur, 'Tis enough, replys 
Monſieur de Cleve, 77 enonph, (making bgns 
to hit'to withdraw , 7'meed no. further aaſto- 
#4%y, The Gentleman was \forc'd to leave 
his Miſter abandon'd' tos deſpair, which 
was perhaps 'the moſt violent of any:hath 


been known : 'few-men of his 'courage, 'and 
fo 
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ſo deeply in love as he, - having felt the ſame 
time the grief caus'd by the unfaithfulnels 
of a Miſtreſs, and the ſame occaſion'd by 
being deceiv'd by a Wite. 
His trouble was ſo great, it preſently caſt 
him into a Fever, and with ſuch ill SympX 
toms, 1t was thought very dangerous, Ma- 
dam de Cleve was inform'd of it, and came 
away 1n all haſte to him, When ſhe arriv'd 
he was worle: beſides, ſhe found him in 
ſuch a ſtrangeneſs and coldnels for her, ſhe 
was equally {urpriz'd and afflicted at it : She 
ſaw it was a pain to him to receive the ſer- 
vices ſhe did him 1n his ſickneſs, but the 1m- 
pated 1t to his Malady. 
When ſhe was come to the Court at Boz, 
Monſieur de Nemours could not forbear ex- | 
preſſing his joy at her being 1n the ſame place | 
where he was : He endeavour'd to ſee her, 
and went every day to Monſieur de Cleve's, 
. under pretence of enquiring after his health, 
but all to no purpole : ſhe ſtirr'd not out © 
ker Husband's Chamber, and was ſorry at 
the heart for the. condition he was in. Jt 
madded Monſieur de Nemvers to lee her (o 
afflicted, as an Evidence of her kindneſs for 
Monſieur de Cleve, and a dangerous diverlſi- 
on for the aftetion ſhe had for Monſieur de 
Nemours, But Monſieur de Cleve was fick 


to that extremity, it gave him new hopes: 
He 
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ne | He ſaw it very probable Mad. de Cleve fhould '$ 
is | be ſhortly at liberty to follow her inclination, q 
2y | and that he might expect ſore durable plea- 
fure and happineſs for the future. But theſe 
A thoughts were too full of trouble and tran{- 
& port to laſt, and the fear of further misfor- 
tune, by being fruſtrated of his hopes, put 
them quite out of his Head: of 
| Monſieur de C/eve the mean time was al- 
nf moſt given up by the Phyſicians. One Morn- 
e ſ ing ( having had a very ill Night) he faid 
e Þ he would reit: Madam ae Cleve alone con- 
- | tinu'd with him in the Chamber, and 1in- 
- ſtead of raking any Repole, thought him ve- 

ry reſtlels. - She fell on her Knees by Is Bed- 
, Þ fide, and though Monſieur de Cleve had fer 
- Þ up a reſolution never to acquaint her with 
e | the violent diſpleaſure he had concetv'd a- j| 
» | gainſt her, yet the care ſhe took of him; and ( 


J 
» © tier great affliction (which he could not bur Il 
». & ſometimes think real, as at other times he int 
t Þ look'd on it as an Evidence of diffimulation 
; | and perfideoulnels) diſtracted him ſo vio- 
t Þ lently with contrary Sentiments, that it was 
) Þ not 1n his power not to give them vent. | 
You (hed many tears, Madam, fays he, 
- | for 4 Death yow are the cauſe of, and cannot 
' | gzve you the troubltyou pretend tobe in, I am 
\ | 20 lowger in a copaition to reproach yeu,adds he, 
with a Voice weakened with ſickneſs and 
Q grict 
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orief ; but I die with the cruel and torment- 
ing diſpleaſure you occafion'd me: Was it ne- 
ceſſary an Aition ſo extraordmary as that you 
told me of at Colonniers ſhould have Conſe- 
quences ſovery unſuitable? why would you ac- 
clare to me your paſſion for Monfieur de Ne- 
mours, if your Vertue could hold out no longer 
zo reſiſtit? 1 lovd you to that extremity, 1 
would have been glad to have been deceiv'd, 1 
confeſs it to my ſhame : 1 have lamented my 
loſs of that falſe repoſe you robb'd me of , why 
aid you not leave me in that quiet blindneſs ſo 
many Husbanas live in? peradventare ] had 
never known you had been in loue with Mon- 
fieur de Nemours : 7 ſhall die, ſays he, but 
know,you have made Death welcom and plea- 
ling to me ; and having deprivid me of the e- 
fteem and tenderneſs 1 had for you, you have 
render d my life a trouble, I cannot but abhor 
it : what ſhould 1 live for, continues he, to 
ſpend my days with a Perſon 1 bave lov'd ſo ex- 
tremely, and as cruelly been deceiv'd by, or to 
live apart from the ſame perſon, and to break 
out epenly into violences ſo oppoſite to my humor, 
and the love I had for you? a love greater than 
it appear'd to you; Madam, 1 hid a great part of 
:t from you , for fear of being troubleſome to 
yor. and forfeiting your Eſteem by attions api 
expreſſions of it not becoming a Husband, In 
a-word , 1 deſerv'd your fetien more than 
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f- | once; yet I adie without regret,ſince 1 could not 

| have it, nor can deſire it any longer,, Aditn, 
* Madam : you will one day be ſorry for a Man 
that loud you with a true and honeſt paſſion: 
e- | Touwill feel the [mart of your Engagements, 
e- | and know the difference between being lov'd as 


'r | 1lovad yon, and their love, who pretending af- 
1 k fedtion for you, ſeek only the honour of [edu- 
1 | cing you: But my acath will ſet you at liber- 
y | ty, and you may without 4 Crime make Mon- 
y | fieur de Nemours happy.. what matters it 
o If what happens when 1 am nv more, muſt 1 have 
a the weakneſs to trouble my head with thoſe 
- © things? _. 

t Madam de Cleve was ſo far from imagin- 


(| 


ing her Hysband ſuſpected her, ſhe under- 
ſtood not what he meant, and fancied only 
hereproach'd her for the Inclination ſhe had 


the ſudden , *A Crime, ſays /he, I am a ſtran- 
* ger to the thoughts of it ; the ſevereſt Yer- 
* tue conld not have preſcrib'd any Conduct 
© but that I have follow'd ; I never did any 
* thing but I wiſh'd you a Witnels of it: 
* Could you have wifh'd me a Witnels, re- 
* plies he, ( looking on her with diſdain) the 
* Nights. you ſpent with Monſieur de e- 
© mours? Ah, Madam, is it you I ſpeak of, 
*when I ſpeak of a Lady that hath ſpent 
Nights with a Mari not her Husband ! Noz 
| _ UW * Sit, 
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© Sir, ſays ſhe, Tam not the Perſon you ſpeak 
*of ; TE never ſpent a Night, nor a moment 
<with Monſieur de Nemours , he never ſaw 
© men private, I never endur'd he ſhould do 
*1t, I never gave him the hearing, I would 
© take all the Oaths—— No more, Madam, 
©I pray, ſays he, a falſe Oath, or a Confeſhon, 
* would perhaps trouble me alike. Madam 
de Cleve had not the power to anſwer, her 
tears and her grief took away her ſpeech : 
Striving at laft, * Look on me, ſays ſhe, at 
* leaſt give me the hearing ; were it only my 
© Concern, I would bear your Reproaches, 
© but your Life is 1n the caſe: Hear me for 
* your own ſake, Tam ſo Innocent, it 1s im- 
* poſſible. bur T ſhall” convince you of the 
*truth, Would to God you could perſwade 
*me to it, crys he, but what is't you can ſay ? 
© Hath not Monſieur de Nemours been at Co- 
* lonnters with his Siſter ? Had he not ſpent 
*the two Nights before with you 1n the For- 
*re{t Garden? If that be my Crime, replies 
< ſhe, Ican eaſily juſtifie my (e!f: I do not de- 
*fire you ſhould rake my word , ask all your 
© Domeſticks, and they will tell you whether 
*I went into the Garden the Night before 
* Monſieur ds Nemours came to Colopniers x 
*and whether the Night before, that I went 
*Not out of the Garden two hours ſooner 
* than ordinary : She told him, ſhe _— 
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ſhe had ſeen one 1n the Garden, and confeſt 
ſhe believ'd it was Monſieur de Nemonrs. 
She ſpoke with that confidence, and truth, 


* - of ""R> 


0 7 7 OD eo 
iy , 


{ though improbable, is naturally ſo perſwa- 
Id © five, that Monſieur de Cleve was almoſt con- 
n, 4 vinc'd of her Innocence: *I cannot tell, ſays 
n, : * he, whether I ought to believe you , but I \ 
m | * find my ſelf fo near dearth, I would not * 
r © *know any thing ſhould make me unwilling } 
|: © ©to dieg you have convinc'd me too late, | 
; | © yetit will ever bea comfort to me, to go | 
* away with the thought of your being ſtill Þ 


© worthy the Eſteem 1 have had for you : Let 
© meintreat you I may be aſlur'd of this fur- 
- | © ther comfort, that my Memory ſhall be dear 
- *to you, and that if it had been 1n- your | 


* power , you would have had for me the 

* kindneſs you have for another. He would 

have gone on, but was ſo weak, his ſpeech j 

faild him. Madam ae C!eve call'd in the Phy- $7 

ſicians ,” who found him at the point of ; 

death , yet he languiſh'd ſome days, and dy'd 
at laſt with admirable Conſtancy. 
Madam ade Cleve was {o afflicted, the was 
almoſt beſide her ſelf. The Queen came to 
ſee her, and took her into a Covent, yet the 
was not ſenſible of it : her Sifters-1n-Law 
brought her back to Paris, when ſhe was not 
yet in a condition to give an account of her 
grief : But when ſhe began to have the power 
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230 The Princeſs of Cleve, 
to conſider what a Husband ſhe had loſt, that 
ſhe had been the caule of his death, and by a 
paſſion ſhe had had for anorher, the horrour 
ſhe had for her ſelf, and for Monſieur de Ne- 
mours, (urpaſſes expreſſion. : 
Monſieur de Nemoars at firſt durſt pay her 
no other Reſpects but what decency requir'd : 
He knew her too well to think any other | 
would be acceptable, and found afterwards | 
he muſt obſerve the ſame Condut a very | 
long time, 
A Servant of his told him, that Monſieur 
de Cleve's Gentleman, being his intimate 
4 Friend, and lamenting to him the loſs of his 
"l Maſter, faid to him, that Monſieur de Ne- 
7onur's Journey to Colonniers had caus'd his 
death. Monſieur de Nemours was extremely 
ſurpriz'd at the diſcourſe , yet after ſome re- 
Wt flection, he could gueſs partly at the truth of 
WS: It, and judg'd preſently what Madam de Cleve 
Ft. would think of him, and what a diſtance it 
Wl would occaſion between them, if ſhe once 
{8 believ'd her Husbands diſtemper proceeded 
"B08: from his jealouſie of him : He thought it nor 
4 beſt to put her in mind ſo quickly of his 
Name, and ſtuck to that reſolution, though 
1} ij it went againſt the heart of him. : 
We He took a journey to Paris, and could not 
\LFu8 forbear calling at her Gate to ask thow ſhe 
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had commanded they ſhould not trouble her 
 & with an account of any that came toi{fe> 

; her, an Order given perhaps on purpdteito 
prevent her hearing of Monſieur de Ne- 
* mours: buthe was too deeply 1n love to live 
3 abſolutely depriv'd of the ſight of her, and 
 reloly'd ro find means, how difficult ſoever, 
to get out of a condition he thought fo in- 
tolerable. 

Madam 4e Cleve afflicted her ſelf beyond 
Reaſon , the Death of her Husband, and 
caus'd by her, a Husband dying with ſuch 
tenderneſs for her, ſtill ran in her mind, ſhe 
could not forbear refleting every moment 
on the duty the ought him, and condemning 
her ſelf ſhe had not had the affection for him 
he deſerv'd, as if it had depended on her 
power : All the comfort ſhe had, was to 
know the lamented the lols of him as his Me- 
rit requir'd, and was reſolv'd the reft of her 
life to do nothing but what, had he liv'd, he 
would have been certainly pleas'd with. 

She had often been thinking how he came 
to know Monſieur de Nemours had been at fl 
Colonniers: She could not ſuſpe&he had told a 
him, yet if he had, ſhe valued it little, ſhe 1 
thovght her ſelf ſo perfectly cur'd of the pal- 
ſion ſhe had had for him: but ſhe was griev'd 
at the heart to think- him the cauſe of her 
Husbands Death, and was troubled at the 
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thought of the fear Monſieur de Cleve had 
expreſt at his Death ſhe would marry him : 
Burthele griefs were drown'd all together in 
that of the loſs of her Husband, which was 
lo great, ſhe ſeem'd to have no other, 
After ſeveral Months the violence of her 
affliction began to abate, and ſhe fell into a 
ſtate of ſadneſs and melancholly, being lerz'd 
with a pining and languiſhing grief: Madam 
ae Martiones made a journey to Parr, and 
during her ſtay there viſited her often ; 
ſhe entertain'd her with diſcourle of the 
Court, and the paſſages there, and though 
Madam ae Cleve appear'd unconcern'd, yet 
Madam de Martigues continued that dil- 
courle, in hopes to divert her. tb, 
She told her news of the Yidame, of Mon- 
fieur de Guiſe, and all others any way remark- 
able for their Perſons or Merit. As for Mon- 
fieur de Nemonrs, ſays ſhe; I cannot tell whe- 
ther buſineſs hath not diſpoſſeſt his heart of 
the Gallantry he was ſo much addicted to : 
iureI am he is not gay and jovial as he us'd 
to be, and he ſeems not to affect the compa- 
ny of Ladies , he goes often to Paris, and 1 
believe is there now. Madam de Cleve was 
ſo ſurpriz'd at the name of Nemours, that ſhe 
bluſh'd : But ſhe chang'd the diſcourſe, and 
Madam ae Martigues perceiv'd not the con- 
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The morrow Madam ae (leve being in 
ſearch of buſineſs ſuitable to her condition, 
went to a Neighbours houſe, who was fa- 
mous for having a particular Excellency 1n 
weaving of Silks, and ſhe delign'd to have 
ſome done to her tancy. Having ſeen ſeveral 
pieces of his work, ſhe ipy'd a Chamber-door 


where ſhe thought there were more Silks,and 


ſpoke to them to open 1t : The Maſter an- 
{wer'd he had not the Key, and that the 
Chamber was taken by a man who came at 
certain: hours of the day to take the Proſpect 
and Plat-ftorm of the fair houſes and Gardens 
to be ſeen from his Windows. He 1s, adds 
he, the handlomelſt man I ever ſaw, and looks 
not like one that works for his living ;, when 
ever he comes, I obſerve he looks ſtil] to- 
wards the houſes and Gardens, but I can ne- 
ver {ce him work. 

Madam ae Cleve heard this diſcourſe very 
attentively ; what Madam de Martizues had 
told her (that Monſieur de Nemours was now 
and then at Par) the apply'd in her fancy to 
that handſom man coming ſo near her Lodg- 
ing, and grew up into an Idea of Monſieur de 
Nemours, labouring for a ſight of her, which 
gave her a confus'd trouble which ſhe knew 
not the cauſe of: ſhe went towards the Win- 
dows to ſee where they look'd , and found 
they fac'd the Garden, and her Apartment. 

| - When 


=— 3 "——_ WR ns L A 
: 


TIE The Princeſs of Cleve, 


When ſhe went to her Chamber, ſhe colild 
eaſily ſee the Window where ſhe was told 
that man uſed to ſtand in for taking his Pro- 
ſpet. The thought that it was Monſieur de 
Nemours produc'd a great alteration in her : 
ſhe preſently loſt that melancholly repole ſhe 
had begun to enjoy, and fell into great dil- 
quiet, and diſturbance of ſpirit : Not able to 
ſtay at home, ſhe went to take the air in a 
Garden in the Suburbs, where ſhe hop'd to be 
alone: At her arrival ſhe thought ſhe was 
not deceiv'd, and walk'd a pretty while with- 
out ſeeing the appearance of any one. 

Having crols'd a little Wilderneſs , ſhe 
perceiv'd at the end of a Walk, in the further 
part of the Garden, a kind of Bower open on 
all ſides, and made towards it. When ſhe 
came near, ſhe ſaw a man laid on the Bank 
who ſeem'd ſunk into deep meditation, and 
upon ſtricter view appear'd to be Monſieur de 
Nemours: ſhe ſtopt immediately , but her 
people who waited on her made ſome noiſe, 
which rouz'd Monſieur de Nemours out of 
the ſtudy he was in. He to avoid the Com- 
pany he thought was coming towards him, 
ſtarted out of his place, without ſo much as 
looking about who had made the noiſe, and 
turn'd away into an Alley, having made a 
low Reverence, which hinderd him to (ce 
thoſe he ſaluted. 


Had 
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Had he known whom he avoided, how 


[ quickly would he have return'd? But he 
» went on along the Alley,and Madam ae Cleve 


ſaw him go out at a back-door, where his 
Coach waited for him. What an effect pro- 
duc'd this ſight in the heart of Madam 4e 
Cleve ? what paſhons did it raile there? what 
2 flame did jt kindle out of the Embers of 
love? and with what violence it burnt? 
She went and fat her down 1n the place Mon- 
ſieur ae Nemours was newly riſen from z her 
fancy immediately repreſented him the moſt 
amiable Perſon 1n the World, and one who 
had long lov'd her with a paſſion full of re- 
ſpect and fidelity, ſighting all for her,reſpe&t- 
ful even to his torment, labouring to fee her 
without a thought of being ſeen by her, 
quitting the Court (whoſe Darling he was) 
to come and lock on the Walls where ſhe 
had inclos'd her felt, and ſpend his melan- 
cholly hours in places where he had no hopes 
to meet her. In a word, a man who deſerv'd 
love for the manner of his Engagement, and 
for whom ſhe had an inclination ſo violent, 
ſhe could not have choſen but have lov'd 
him, though he had not lov'd her, befides, 
a man of high Quality, and ſuitable to hers: 
All the obſtacles from Duty or Vertue were 
now remov'd ; and of their former Eftate, 
there remain'd now only the paſſion NEE 

c 


nm TT" Y 
£ 


_—— SR AS. ' 


236 The Princeſs of Cleve; : 
de Nemours had for her, and the paſſion ſhe | 
had for Monſieur de Nemonrs. ; 
Thele Idea's were all new (her affliction for 
the death of Monſieur de Cleve having lo ta- 
ken her up, that ſhe had not of a long time 
entertain'd a thought of Monſieur de Ve- 
mours, but) at the fight of him they. croud- 
ed 1nto her head and her heart. 

But having taken her fill of theſe thoughts, 
when ſhe remembred that the man ſhe look'd 
upon as a fit Husband for her, was the ſame 
ſhe had lov'd in her late Husbands life, and 
had been the cauſe of his death, who as he 
was dying expreſt a fear ſhe would marry. 
him, it ſo ſhock d the ſeverity of her Vertue, 
ſhe thought it equally criminal to marry 
Monſieur 4s Nemours, now her Husband was 
dead, as 1t was to love him while he lived. 
She yielded her ſelf up to theſe Reflections 
ſo pernicious to her happinels, and fortified 
them with many Reaſons that eoncern'd her 
repole , and the inconveniences ſhe foreſaw 
would attend her Marriage with Monſieur de 
Nemours, At laſt, after two hours ſtay in 
the place where ſhe was, ſhe return'd home, 
under a perſwaſion {he was to avoid the ſight 
ws him, as a thing abſolutely contrary to her 

uty. 

Yet this perſwaſijon being a pure effe&t of 


her Reaſon and Vertue, maſter'd not her af- 
tection: 
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* feRtion : Her heart was ſtill for Monſieur de 

# Nemours, inclining to him with that vio- 

| lence, it brought her into a condition to 'be 1 

pitied , having quite robb'd her of her re- 1 

pole, never had ſhe Nights more reſtleſs 

and tormenting. In the morning,” the tft : 

ſtep ſhe made, was to lee 1t any one were at | 

the Window that look'd towards her Apart- | 

ment : ſhe went, ſhe ſaw Monſieur de Ne- | 

”ours, and return'd with that haſte, he had t 

reaſon to judge ſhe knew him. He had long 

with'd ſhe might take notice of his being | 

there, ſince his paſſion had put him upon 

finding that way of ſeeing her , and when he 

was out of hopes of that pleaſure , his 

courſe was to go mule in the Garden where 10 

the found him. 1 
Tird at laſt with a condition fo unhappy 

and uncertain, he reſfolv'd to try ſome way 

of knowing his Fortune : © What would 1 

* ſtay for, ſazd he, I have known leng enough 

©ſhe loves me, ſhe is at liberty, and hath 

*now no Duty to plead againſt me: why 

© ſhould I be reduc'd to ſee her, without be-' 

© ing ſeen by her, and ſpeaking to her? Is it 

© poſſible Love ſhould ſo abſolutely take away 

* my Reaſon, and my Courage, and make me 

* differ ſo much from what I have been in' my 

other Amours ? *Twas fit I Thould have ex-" | 

© preſt a reſpe& for the grict ſhe was under,” tl 
7 I . ©but ; 


iy £2 
- - 


4 -, N 
wg vett- : 
"Jac. Tens.” -— v2 Þ. 
FE. Ph + 4 wo 


238 The Princeſs of Cleve. 
© but Texprels it too long, and give her time 
© to Maſter the Inclination ſhe had for me. 

After theſe Reletions, he thought of the 
means of ſeeing her ; he thought he had no 
reaſon to conceal his paſſion any longer from 
the Yidame of Chartres, he reſolv'd to tell 
him of it , and the delign he had for his 
Neece. 

The Yidame was then at Paris, the Town 
being very full of company who came to fit 
their Equipage toattend the King, who was 
gong to conduct the Queen of $paix, Mon- 
ſflieur de Nemours went to the YVidarwe's, and 
made an Ingenuous Contefſion of what he 
had till then conceal'd from him, except only 
Madam 4e Cleve's inclinations for him, which 
he would not own he knew. 

The Yidame receiv'd all he ſaid with a 
great deal of joy, and afſur'd him, that be- 
fore he knew his mind, he had often thoughe 
(ſince Madam de Cleve had been a Widdow) 
ſhe was the only Lady worthy of him. Mon- 
fieur de Nemours pray'd him to help him to 
the ſpeech of her, and let him know the ſame 
time how he found her diſpos'd. | 
The Yidame propos'd to bring him to her 
houſe ; Monſieur de Nemours thought it 
might offend her, who had nat yet admitted 
any Viſit. They agreed the. Y/:i4ame ſhould 
pray her to come to his houſe, on ſome pre- 

tence 
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tence or other , and that Monſieur de Ne- 
»ours ſhould come to them by a Back-ſtair, 
that no notice might be taken of it. Madam 
de Cleve came, the Yidame went to receive 
her, and led her into a great Cloſet at the end 
of his Apartment : A while after Monſieur 
de Nemours Came 1n, as by chance: Madam 
de Cleve was extremely {urpriz'd to ſee him ; 
ſhe bluſh'd, and endeavour'd to hide it, The 
Vidamse ſpoke of other matters, and went out 
as if he had been to give order about ſome- 
thing. He pray'd Madam 4e C/eve to uſe no 
Ceremony at his houſe, and told her , he 
would return preſently. 


It is impoſhble to expreſs the Sentiments 


of Monſieur de Nemoxrs, and Madam de 
Cleve, ſeeing themſelves alone, and in a con- 
dition to ſpeak to one another, as they had 
never been before. Both continued filent 
a while: At length, wil! you paraon the Vi- 
dame, adam, ſays Monſieur de Nemours, 
that he hath given me an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to you, which you have always ſo cruelly de- 
ny d me ? lought not to paraon him, replied 
ſhe, for having forgot the- condition I am in, 
and how much he expoſes my Reputation by this 


proceeding, Having {aid fo, ſhe would have 
gone away ; Monſieur de Nemours ſtaid her, 
and ſaid, Fear nothing, Madam, there's no dan- 
ger at all, no Body living but the Vidame knows 

Fd 
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Tam here, But hear me, Madam, hear, if 


not out of any kinaneſs you have for me, yet 
for your own ſake, that you may be rid of the 
extravagancies 1 ſhall infallibly run into, 
through a paſſion I cax no longer maſter, 
Madam ae Cleve yielded for once to the-1n- 
clination ſhe had for Monfieur de Nemours, 
and looking on him with eyes full of kindneſs 
and Charms: *But what 1s't you hope for, 
© ſays ſhe, trom the Complaiſance you delire of 
© me? you will perhaps repent you have ob- 
© tain'd it, and I ſhall certainly repent I have 
© granted it : You deſerve better fortune than 
© you have hitherto had, or can have for the 
< future, unleſs you ſeek it elſewhere, I ſeek 
it elſewhere, Madam, ſays he, 1s there any 
© other happineſs to be found but in your 
© love? ThoughlT never ſpoke of 1t before, 
© Madam, yet could not believe you 1gno- 
©rant of my paſſion, nor 1magine but you 
© knew it the trueſt and the moſt violent that 
ever was, or will be: what tryals hath it 
© been proof againſt,that you know not of ? 
© what tryals have you put it to by your ri- 
© gour? 
© You are minded to hear me ſpeak, and I 
am relolv'd to do it, anſwers Madam de 
© Cleve, and with that ſincerity and clearneſs 
©you ſhall rarely meet with in thoſe of my 
<Sex; I will not tell you I have not had __ 
*1ncl1- 


- 
p 
* 
4 
- 


— —F- — a= wad . "F.auw% * 6. i 


L 


-- ms * "4 v « 
* [nd 


The Princeſs of Cleve. 24k 
© fhclination for you, you have had for re , 
© perhaps; ſhould I fay it, you, would not be- 
©lieve it : I will confels to you, I have not on- 
© ly been fenfible of yours for me, but as feri- 
« ſible of it as you' could with: And were 
© you ſenſible of it, Madam, yet not affected 
© with it at all ? 'May I preſume to ask, whe- 
« ther it made fot forme impreſſion upon you ? 
*You may judge of that by my Conduct, 
« ſays ſhe ,* but I would know what” you 
© thought of it? I muſt be 1n a happier con- 
© dition than I am,fays he,before I dare anſwer 
* you; all I can'tell you 1s,T heartily wiſh'd you 
© had not confeſt to Monſteur de Cleve whar 
*you hid from me, and that you would have 
* conceaPd from him, what you made ap- 
* pear to me: How came 'you to know, 7e- 
© plies ſhe bIsſhing, that I confeſt any thing to 
© Monſieur de Cleve? I knew it from your 
© ſelf, Madam, ſays he : but that you maypar- 
* don my boldnels 1n liſtening to your dil- 


| ©courſe: I appeal to your memory, whether 


<I madeill uſe of what I heard, wherhet my 
© hopes were rais'd by it inthe leaſt, or whe- 
©ther I had any greater boldneſs to ſpeak to 
© you: | L | 
He began to give her an account how he 
heard her diſcourſe with Monſieur de Cleve, 
but the interrupted him, ſaying, * No more 
© of that,I ſee how you cameto'be ſo well in- 

: R <form : 
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* form'd: I thought you knew it too well, 
* when the Queen-Dauphin told me the ad- 
© venture which ſhe had learnt, from .thoſe 
*you had made acquainted with it, | 
Monlieur 4& Nemours gave her a particu- 
lar relation of -it: © You may ſpare your Ex- 
*cules, ſays ſhe, you have. my pardon, loog 
< ſince, though you gave me no reaſon tor, it : 
© but ſince I have told you what I delign'd to 
* conceal from you while I liv'd,; I will con- | 
© fels to you, you haye in{pir'd me with Sen- 
* timents I was altogether a ſtranger to till 1 
* ſaw you; and ſo far from imagining my {elf 
* capable of them, thar the ſurprize beight- 
*ned the trouble that always, attends them. 
*Iamthe leſs aſham'd to make you this con- 
* feſhon, becauſe it is made at atime I can,do | 
* it without Crime, and that you have ob- 
* ſerv 'd my Conduct was contrary to my af- 
Cfecion, _ 
* Can you believe, Madam, ſays he, throw: 
© ing himſelf at hex feet, but Ithall die here 
*12 4 tranſport of joy? I have told you no- 
* thing, ſays ſhe ſmiling, but what you knew 
© too well before : Ah Madam, what a diffe- 
* rence there is between learning it by 
* chance, and knowing it from your ſelf; and 
* ſeeing Withall you are willing 1 ſhould 
* know it: *Tis true, replies ſhe, I am willing 


« you ſhould know it, and 1 find pleaſure in 
: © telling 
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« telling it you ; yet I cannot tell but I may 
crell it you more for my own lake , than 
« yours ; for when all 15 done, you are not to 
” C<expectany effect ſuitable to the confeſſion I 
. © have made : I amreloly'd to follow the ſe- 
- & < vereſt Rules my duty preſcribes : You are 
* | © at liberty, Madam, ſays he, and under no 
| < obligation of duty, or if under any, (if I 
> & <« may beallow'd to lay fo) 'tis in your power 
. | < ro make it your duty to preſerve thoſe Sen- 
| < timents you have had for me : My duty, re- 
[| < pies ſhe, forbids me ever to think of any 
© man, but particularly of you, for reaſons 
£ unknown to you : They may be unknown 
© to me, Madam, ſays he, but they cannot be 
| «000d ; I believe Monſieur de Cleve thought 
| < me more happy than I was, and that you 
. | © had approvd thole extravagancies my pal- 
<ſion put me upon without your canſent : 
© Let us talk no more of that Adventure, ax- 
« ſwers ſhe, I cannot endure the thoughts of 
<1t, Iam aſham'd of it ; and the conlequen- 
* ceshave been lo fatal, it grieves me at the 
© heart: 'tis but too true you were the cauſe 
*of Monſieur de C/eve's death , the ſuſpitions 
©your incon{iderate Conduct rais'd in him, 
© coft him his life, no leſs than if you had ta- 
*ken it from him with your own hands :. 
* Conſider what I ought to have done, had 
* you two come to the extremity of a Duel, 
R 2 © and 4 
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* and he had been kill'd , *tis not the ſame 
© thing 1a the eye of the World, but in mine 
© there's no difference, ſince I know *'tis you 
© have been the caule of his death, and on 
© my account: Ah Madam, ſays he , what/a 
* ſhadow of duty do youraile againſt my hap-— | 
* pineſs? ſhall a vain and groundleſs fancy 
© hinder you to render a man happy, whom 
©you have no unkindneſs for? what, havel 
* had ſome ground to hope I might paſs my. | 
* life with you? hath my fate led me to love | 
*the moſt Eſtimable Perſon in the World? | 
* haveI obſerv'd in her all that can make aMt 
* ſtrels adorable? has ſhe had no unkindnels 
© for me? havel found in her Condudt no- 
* thing but what I would defirein my Wife ? | 
* (for, Madam, you are perhaps the ſole per- 
*\onin whom theſe two things have con- 
*curr'd, to the degree they are in you, they 
_ *that marry Miſtrefſes who have lov'd them, 
* cannot but fear they may uſe the like Con- 
* du&t towards others they have done to- 
"wards them , but in you, Madam, I can 
* fear nothing, I ſee nothing in you but mat- 
* ter of admiration) have I had a proſpect of 
* ſo much felicity for no other end, but to ſee 
* it obſtructed by you? Ah Madam, you for- 
* get you have diſtinguiſh'd me from the reſt 
* of men, or rather you have not diſtinguiſh'd 
* me, you havedeceiy'd your ſelf, Thave flat- 
*ter'd my (elf, £ You 
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; © You have not flatter 'd your ſelf, ſays ſhe, 
© * the Reaſons of my duty would perhaps nor 
* © appear (o ſtrong to me, had I not made that 
© diſtinction of which you ſeem to doubt :; 
F and cis it gives me a Prolipect of the unfor- 
*tunate Conſequences of a nearer Engage- 
* ment with you. TI have nothing to antwer, 
* Viadam, replies he, when you tell me you 
Fare afraid of unfortunate Conſequences x 
© but I confels, after all you haye been pleas'd 
* to {ay to me, I did not expe&t from you lo 
© cruel a Reaſon. Iris ſo far from being 1n- 
* tended any way offenſive to you, anſwers 
© ſhe, I had much a-do to tell it you. Alas, 
* Madam, ſays he, how can you imagine me 
*ſo vain, to flatter my lelf with any thing you 
* ſhall ſay to me, having heard what you 
© have already told me. I will ſpeak to you 
© again, anſwers ſhe, with the ſame ſincerity 
© as before, and without thoſe Reſerves and 
* Niceties I ought to have in my firſt dil- 
*courle to you of this kind , but 1 conjure 
* you hear me without interruption. 
<1 think my ſelf oblig'd to give the affe- 
* &1on you have for me the poor recompence 
* of letting you ſee what my Sentiments are : 
* This probably will be the only time of my 
* life T ſhall doit in; yer I cannot without 
* bluſhing confeſs to you , that the certainty 
© of being no more lov'd by you, asI am, ap- 
E ST: © pears 
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© pears to me ſo dreadful a misfortune, that 
© had I not invincible Reaſons, grounded 'on 
©*my duty , I doubt very much whether it 
< would be in my power to expole my elf ro 
© that unhappinels, I know you are free, and 


. © that I am ſo, and that the condition of 


«© things is ſuch, that the Publick perhaps 
* ſhould have no cauſe to blame you or me, 
* ſhould we be ingag'd to one another for e- 
© ver. But are men us'd to continue their at- 
tection during thoſe long Engagements ? 
<oram I to expect a Miracle in my favour ! 
© And ſhall I put my ſelf in a condition to ſee 
© that paſſion at an end, in which T place all 
© my felicity? Monſieur de Cleve was perhaps 
*the only man in the World capable to pre- 
< ſerve and maintain a paſſion for his Wife ; 
* it was my 1l] fate I was not able to reap the 
© advantage of that happineſs ; and perhaps 
© his paſſion had not laſted, but that he found 
<T hadnone, but I ſhould not have the ſame 
© means to preſerve yours : I believe you owe 
*your conſtancy to the obftacles you have 
* met with ; you ſaw enough to ingage you 
*to encounter and overcome them, and my 
© actions againſt my will, or what you learnt 
* by chance, gave you too great hopes to be 

FaCcnnegy © Er es 
* Ah Madam, ſays Monſieur de Nemours, 
<T am not able to keep the ſilence you com- 
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© manded me; you do me too much inju- 
«© ſtice, and-make it appear too clearly, you 
«© are far from being prepoſleſt in my favour : 
© I confeſs, ſays ſhe, my paſſions may lead me, 
© but| they cannot. blind me ; nothing'can 
© hinder me to know you have a natural di- 
* ipolition to Gallantry, and all the qualities 
© requiſite to give you ſucceſs ; you have al- 
© ready been 1n love with ſeveral, and you 
* will be ſo again : I ſhould be no longer ſhe 
you plac'd your happineſs 1n, I ſhould ſee 
* you as much for another as you had been 
© for me: this would mortally grieve me, and 
<I am not ſure I could ſave my ſelf trom the 
©torment of Jealouſlie : I have ſaid alrezdy 
*roo much to conceal from you, that you 
© have made me know what Jealouftie-1s, 
© and that it tormented me ſo cruelly-the 
© night the Queen gave me'Madam ae The- 
©mines Letter, which it was ſaid was addreſt 
© to you, that I have to this moment an Idea 
of it, makes me believe it the greateſt of 
©evils: There's not a woman, but out of 
© yanity or inclination hath a mind to ingage 
you ; there are very few but you pleaſe; 
© my experience would make me beheve 
©there 1s not any but it is 1n your power to 
leaſe: I ſhould think you always in love, 
© and belov'd, and i ſhould not be often mi- 
*ſaken; yet in this caſe, what remedy for 

R 4 * me 
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me but patience ? I queſtion-much whe- 
* ther I ſhould dare complain : a Lover may 
* be reproach'd, bur ſhall a Husband: be ſo, 
* forno other cauſe but that he iaves.one nq 
* longer ? Could Iuſe my ſelf to bear a mil- | 
* fortune of this nature, ſhould it ever be in 
* my power to bear that of imagining I jaw 
* Monſieur de Cleve every hour accuſe'you of 
* his death, and reproach me Thad lov'd you, 
*I had marry'd you, and make me ſenlible of 
* the difference between his kindneſs and 
* yours ? *' Tis impoſſible for me to overcome 
*rhe ſtrength of theſe Reaſons ; I muſt con- 
© tinue 1n the condition Iam in, and the reſo- 
< Jution I have taken never to alter it. 
_ © Ha, do you think you can do it, Madam, 
© cryes Monſieur de Nemours, do you believe 
©you can hold that reſolution againſt a man 
* that adores you, and hath the happineſs to 
* pleaſe you? *Tis more difficult than you 
* think, Madam, to reſiſt that which pleaſes 
*and loves us; you have done 1t by an un- 
*paralleIlV'd ſeverity of vertue, but that ver- 
_ © tue no longer oppoſes your affettions, and I 
- hope you: will follow your inclination, 
© though againſt your will : I know, ſays ſhe, 
* there's nothing more difficult than what 1 
© undertake, I miſtruſt my own ſtrength 1n 
* the midſt of my Reaſons; the duty I owe 
* the memory of Monſieur de C/eve would be 
rh : "5 N.0009 
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# <too weak, if, not ſupported by Reaſons 
* © drawn from the concern of my repoſe, and 
| ©the intereſt of my repoſe hath need of ſup- 
© port from Reaſons grounded on my duty to 
' ©his memory : yet though I diſtruſt my ſelf, 
© ] believe I ſhall never overcome my ſcru- 
© ples, nor have I any hopes to overcome the 
«inclination I have for you ; it will make 
© me unhappy, and I muſt deny my ſelf the 
<{1ght of you, how hard ſoever I ſtrain for'r. 
© I conjure you by all the power I have over 
<you, never more ſeek an occaſion to ſee 
©me: Iam 1n a condition makes that Crimi- 
© nal, which were allowable another time; 
*Decency forbids me all Commerce with 
©you. Monſieur de Nemours threw himſelf 
at her feet, and by his words, and his tears, 
expreſt the tendereſt and livelieſt paſhon that 
ever heart was affected with: Madam 4e 
Cleve was not inſenfible,and with eyes ſwell'd 
with tears, why muſt it be, cries the, that 1 
ſhould charge you with the deathof Monſieur 
de Cleve ? why did not my firſt acquaintance 
with you begin ſince I have been at liberty, or 
why did 1 not know you before 1 was ingap'd? 
why did Fate ſeparate ws by ſuch invincible 
obſtacles? There is xo obſtacle at all, Madam, 
replies he, you, and you only obſtrutt all my 
happineſs , you impoſe upon your ſelf a Law 
which peither Vertue nor Reaſon require you 
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zo do : *Tis trae, ſays ſhe, 1 ſacrifice much 
to 4 anty which [abſiſts only in my imaginati- 


on; have patience, and expett what time may 


proauce ; Monſieur de Cleve is but newly 
dead ; the ſad Object is ſo near, aud fo freſh, 


it cannot as yet but dazle my eye-ſight, I ſee not 
things clearly and diſtinitly as before, the 
mean time enjoy the pleaſure to know you have 
gain'd the Heart of a Perſon, who wonld never 
have lov'd any man had ſhe not ſeen you: Be- 
lieve the Sentiments 1 have for you will laſt 

or ever, and whatever becomes of me , they 
will Fill be the ſame, Farewel, ſays ſhe, 1 am 
aſham'd of this diſcourſe; 1 am willing you 


ſhould gzve the Vidame ax account of it, and 


I pray you to ao tt. 

It Vas not 1n his power to ſtay her any 
longer : As ſhe was going out, ſhe found the 
Vidame 1n the next Room, he ſaw her fo 
troubled he durſt not ſpeak to her, and led 
her into her Coach without ſaying a word 
to her. He came back to Monſieur de wNe- 
»10urs, Who was lo full of Joy, of Grief, of 
Aſtoniſhment , of Admiration , of all thoſe 
afte&tions that attend a paſſion full of hope, 
and of fear, that he had not the ule of his 
Reaſon. It was a long time e're the Yidame 
could get from him an account of their dif- 
courſe : He had it atlaft, and (ſetting Love a- 


ſide) Monſieur de Chartres no leſs admir'd the 
Vertue, 
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* Vertue; the Wit, and Merit of Madam e 
' Cleve, than Monſieur de Nemours did: They 
confider'd what he was reaſonably to hope 
for; and as fearful as his Love made him, he 
agreed with the Y:dame it was impoſſible ſhe 
ſhould hold long in that reſolution ; yet 
they thought it neceſlary to obey her Orders, 
leſt if rhe Publick ſhould take notice of his 
inclination for her, and ſhe ſhould declare her 
ſelf, and enter into Engagements before the 
World, which ſhe would afterwards ſtick to 
for fear it ſhould be thought ſhe lov'd himiin 
her Husbands life-time. 

- Monſieur de Nemours relolv'd to follow 
the King, without ſo much as endeavouring 
to have fight of Madam ae C/eve, from the u- 
ſual place, before he went. He- pray'd the 
Vidame to ſpeak to her in his favour : What 
an infinite number of Reaſons did he furniſh 
him with ro per{wade her againft her ſcru- 
ples? The Y:4ame thought he would never 
make an end, having made it late in the 
night before he ended his diſcourſe. 

As for Madam de Cleve, it was a matter ſo 
new to her,to have been our of the reſtraint 
ſhe had impos'd on her ſelf, to have endur'd 
the firſt Declaration of Love ever made to 
her. and to have declar'd her ſelf to be in 


Love, that ſhe ſcarce knew her ſelf : ſhe was 
ama- 


_—_—_—_ Gen 


| —_— 


p | MD ow 


- 
— — « 
—O— ih 


253 The Princeſs of Cleve. 


amaz'd at what ſhe had done, ſhe repented 
it, ſhe was glad of it, all her thoughts were 
full of trouble and paſſion : ſhe examin'd a- 
g41n the Reaſons of her duty which obſtruct- 
ed her happinels ; ſhe was ſorry to find them 
ſo ſtrong, and repented ſhe had made them 
out ſo clear to Monſieur de Nemours, though 
the firſt moment ſhe ſaw him in the Garden 
ſhe preſently had a thought of marrying him; 
but that thought had not made ſuch impreti- 
fion, as the c:\courſe had ſince with him ; 
and ſometimes ſhe cuuld not comprehend 
how ſhe could be unhappy in-marrying him: 
She could have wiſht with al her heart ſhe 
had had no grounds for her paſt ſcruples, nor 
future : Ar other times, Reaſon and her Du-_ 
ty ſhewed her ſo many things to the contra- 
ry, that carried her violently into a reſolu- 
tion not to marry again, nor ever to ſee Mon- 
fieur de Nemours; yet this was a reſolution 
hard to be eſtabliſh'd in a Heart ſo mov'd as. 
hers, and ſo newly abandon'd to the Charms 
of Love. At laſt, to be at ſome eaſe, ſhe 
thought it was not yet neceſſary to force her 
ſelf totake thele violent reſolutions : She had 
1n decency a long time to conſider of it , yet 
ſhe was fully refoly'd to hold no further Cor- 
reſpondence with Monſieur 4e Nemours. The 


Viaame came to ſee her, and ſerv'd Monſieur 
| ae 
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de Nemours With all the wit and induſtry | 
imaginable ; but he could not perſwade her 
to alter her Conduct, nor to reyoke her ri- 

gorous Orders to Monſieur de Nemours not 

to ſee her. She told the Y:aame her deſign 

was not to alter her condition ; that ſhe knew 
ſhe ſhould meet with ſome difficulty in put- | 
ting it in Execution, but hop'd ſhe ſhould be þ 
able to do it. She made him ſo ſenſible how 

much ſhe was concern'd at the opinion of 
Monſieur de Nemours having caus'd the death 

of her Husband, and how fully ſhe was con- 

viac'd it was againſt her duty to marry him, 

that the Yidame was afraid 1t would be very 

difficult to take away thoſe impreſſions. He. 

did not acquaint Monſieur de Nemours with 

his Apprehenſions, but gave him an accoutit 

of their diſcourſe, and all the hopes a man 

who is belov'd can reaſonably have. They 

went away on the morrow to meet the King. 

The Yidame writ to Madam ae Cleve, at the 

requeſt of Monſieur de Nemours, to, ſpeak in 

his behalf: In a ſecond Letter from the 7:- 

dame to her , Monſieur de Nemours Writ a 

line or two with his own hand , but Madam 

de Cleve reſolv'd to obſerve ſtriftly the Rules 

ſhe had preſcrib'd her [elf, and fearing the ac- 

cidents Letters are ſubject to; writ to the. /7- 

dame ſhe would not receive any more Letters 

from 
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from him, if he continued to mention Mon- 
fieur de Nemours z and added ſuch Afſevera- 
tions, that Monſieur de Nemours made it his 
requeſt to the Y;4ame, not to name him any 
more. 

The Court went to condut the Queen of 
Spain as far as Poztou , Madam de Cleve conti- 
nued at home: the more diftant the was 
from M » +tieur de Nemours, and every thing 
that might put her in mind of him, the more 
ſhe remembred Monſieur de Cleve , whoſe 
memory ſhe made it her buſineſs to honour. 
The Reaſons for her not marrying Monſieur 
de Nemours, appear'd very ſtrong on the ac- 
count of her Duty, but altogether invinci- 
ble, when ſhe conſulted her Repoſe : The O- 
pinion ſhe had, Marriage would put an end 
to his Love, and the torments of Fealouſie be 
the infallible Conſequent, gave her the pro- 
ſpe& of inevitable unhappineſs if ſhe con- 
ſented to his deſires : On the other ſide, tht 
thought it impoſſible to refuſe (if he were 
preſent)the moſt amiable Man in the World, - 
who lov'd her, and whom the lov'd, and to 
refuſe him in a thing that ſhock'd neither 
Vertue nor Honour ; ſh: thought nothing 
but abſence and diſtance could give her the 
power todo it, ſhe found ſhe ſtood in need 
of 1t, not only to maintain her reſolution to 
be 
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be no further ingag'd, but to keep her from 
ſeeing Monſieur de Nemonrs : ſhe reſolv'd to 
take a long Journey to pals away the time 
ſhe was oblig'd in decency to |ive retir'd: 
the large Poſſeſſions 1n Lands ſhe had towards 
the Pyrenees, the thought the moſt proper 
place ſhe could pick out. She ſet out a few 
days before the Court return'd, and writ at 
parting to the Y:4ame, to conjure him not to 
think of once enquiring after her ,, nor wri- 
ting to her. 2 : 
Monſieur de Nemours was more troubled 
at this Journey , than, another would have 
been at the death of his Miſtreſs: the thoughr 
of being depriv*d a long timeof the ſight of 
Madam 4e Cleve griey'd him extremely, and 
the more in that it happen'd when he had 
lately enjoy'd the pleaſure of ſeeing her, and 
ſeeing her affected with his paſſion , his affli- 
Ction increas'd daily. Madam de Cleve was 
no ſooner arriy'd at her houſe gear the. ?- 
rexces, but ſhe fell deſperately ill. The.news 
was brought to Court: Monſieur ,4e we- 
mours was inconſolable, his, grief proceeded 
to deſpair and extravagance:, The Y7dame 
had much ado ;to. make him forbeax ſhew- 
ing: his paſſion jn publick , and. was ſcarce 
able to keep him- from going in Ds 
enquure. how, ſhe did. The Kindnels 
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near Relation between her and the Y:dame. 
was a very good pretence to ſend ſeveral 
Courriers to her. At laſt they brought cer- 
tain news the was out of that extremity of 
danger ſhe had been 1n, but had ſtill a lan- 

uiſhing malady that took away the hopes of 

fe, | 

This gave her a ſight of Death, both near 

and at diſtance, and repreſented to her the 
things of this World quite otherwiſe than 
they appear to thoſe in health. The necef- 
fity of dying ſhe ſaw her ſelf fo near to, 
wean'd her from the World , and her mala- 
dy was ſo lingring, it accuſtom'd her to it, 
and made 1t habitual, yet when ſhe was a 
'Þ little recover'd, ſhe found Monſieur 4e Ne- 
if 7047s Was not quite defac'd out of her heart; 
al but to defend het ſelf againſt him, the call'd 
to her aid all the Reaſons ſhe thought ſhe 
had againſt marrying again. After long con- 
fli&k, the ſubdued the relicks of that paſſion, 
which had been weakned by the Sentiments 
ſhe had in her ſickneſs , the thoughts of death 
having reproach'd her with the memory of 
Monſieur de Cleve, and being agreeable to 
her duty, made deep impreſſion ia her heart. 
_ She ſaw clearly the vanity of the paſſions 
\F and Engagements of the World, her weak- 
'# neſs of Body contributed much' to her Con- 
'F fancy ; 
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ftancy ; yet being ſenſible what power op- 
portunity hath over the ſageſt reſolutions, ſhe 
was unwilling to hazard the breach of thoſe 
ſhe had taken, by returning into any place 
where ſhe might ſce him ſhe lov'd. Under 
pretence of changing the Air the retird into- 
a Religious Houle, without declaring a. ſetled 
re{olution of quitting the Court; 


At the firſt news of it, Monſieur de Ne- 
urs felt the weight of her retreat, and ſaw 
the importance of it, He believed preſently 
his hopes were at end, but omitted not any 
thing that might obliege her to return to 
Court :He prevail'd with the Queen to write g 
he made the Vidame not only write but go 
to her, but all to no purpole: the Vidame 
{aw her, but ſhe told him the had ſettled her 
reſolution, Yet he was of opinion ſhe would 
not return .to Court. At laſt Monſieur gz 
Nemonrs went himſlelt to her, under pretence 
of going to the Waters ; ſhe was extremely 
{urpriz'd and troubled at the news of his co- 
ming, ſhe ſent him word by a perſon of me- 
rit, whom ſhe lov'd, that ſhe deſir'd him not 
to take it ill if ſhe did not expole her (elf to 
the danger of ſeeing him, & deſtroying by his 
preſence thoſe ſentiments ſhe was: in duty 
obliged to preſerve : that, ſhe defir'd. he 
S thould 


—— ——_—_— _—_ 


0 EE 


258 The Princeſs of Cleve: 
ſhould know ſhe found it both againſt her 
duty and repoſe, to yield to the inclination 
ſhe had to be his, and that therefore all things 
elſe in the world were become ſo indifferent 
to her, ſhe had renounc'd them for ever, and 
taken her leave of the world, that her 
thoughts were wholly imploy'd about the 
things of another life ; but as to this, ſhe de- 
oy nothing elle, but to ſee him ſo diſpos'd as 
e Was. 


Monſieur as Nemours was like to have 
dy din the preſence of her who brought him 
the news: Madam 4e Cleves had not only 
abſolutely forbidden her to carry any mef- 
fage from him, but to give her account of 
their diſcourſe upon her delivering him the |} 
meſſage from Madam de Cleve : thus was | 
Monſieur de Nemours forc'd to part oppreſk | 
with the heavieſt grief a man is capable of, 
who hath loft all hopes of ever ſeeing again 
a perſon he lov'd, not only with the moſt 
violent, but the moſt natural and beſt 
grounded paſſion that ever was. Yet he 
was not {o diſcourag'd, but he us'dall means 
imaginable to induce her to alter her de- 
fign: At laft after ſeveral years, time and 
abſence abated his grief and extinguiſh'd thus 
flame : Madam de Cleve liv'd a life that took 

away 


- 
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away all appearance ſhe would ever return 
to Court : One part of the year ſhe ſpent in 
the Religious Houſe, and the other part at 
her own, but retyr'd, and imploy'd conſtant- 
ly in Exerciſes more holy than the ſevereſt 
Covents can pretend to : Her life , though 
ſhort, having left us a multitude of examples 
of inimitable Vertues. 


——  — 
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Ord - Bacon's Natural Hiſtory, nr Ten 
Centuries : Whereunto is newly added, 
The Hiſtory Natural and Experimental of Life 

| and Death, or of the Prolongation of Life: 
The Hiſtory of Lapland; . wherein, is ſhew- 
| ed the Original, Manners, Habits, -Marri- 
{ ages, Conjurations of that People... BI 

The Triumphs of Cods Revenge -againſt 
the crying and execrable Sin of wilſul and pre- 
meditated Murder ; exprefled in Thirty ſeven | 
Tragical Hiſtories, digeſted into Six Books, | 
which contain great variety of mournful and 
memorable Accidents, Moral, Amorous, and 
Divine. The whole Work now compleat, 
By F. Reynolds, 

Noſtradamus his Propheſies. : 

Foaine Regalis : or, The Hiſtory of the 
Laws and Places of the chief Mines and Mine- 
ral Works in England, wales, and the Eng- 
lifh Pale in Ireland ; as allo of the Mint, and 
S 3 Money : 
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Money: With a C/av%,explaining ſome diffi- 
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cult Words relating to Mines. 


Quart, 


Burnt Child dreads the Fire : ot, An Exa- 
minatio.. ofthe Merits of the papefts reliting 
to England, moſtly from their own Pens, in 
juſtification of thelate A of Parlimameat for 
preventing Daggers that may happen by Po- 
piſh Recuſants : and further fhewing, That 
whatſoever their Merits have been, no thanks 
to their Religion , and therefore ought not 
to be gratified in Reirgion, by Toleration 
thereof, utileſs we intend to inſlave our ſelves 
and our Poſterity. | 

Romiſh Dodrines not from the Beginning : 
or, A Reply to what S. C. or Serenus Creſſy, 
hath objeed againſt Dr. Pzerce's Sermon, in 
vindication of our Church againſt the Novel- 
ties of Rome, By Dr. whitby. 

Falſhood unmasked : or, An anſwer to 


Truth unvalled. 
Ancarneſt Requeſt to Mr, F. Standiſh. 


Plays in Quarto, 


Tartu? : or, The French Puritan, A Co- 
medy, acted at the Theatre Royal, by their 


Ma- 
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Majeſties Seryants. Written un Frezch by the 
fam'd Wit of Fr4»ce Monſteur Motzer, and 
made Engliſb by Mr. 24. Medburge. 


Plays written by Madam Beane: 


The Forc'd Marriage: or, The Jealous 


Bridegroom. A Comedy, acted at the Dukes 
Theatre, 
 Abaelazzar; or, The AMoor's Revenge: 
A Tragedy, aRedat the Dukes Theatre. 
The Town Fop: or, Sir Timothy Tawdry; 
A Comedy, acted at the Dukes Theatre, 


Plays written by Mr. Fames Howard. 


All miſtaken: or, The Mad Couple. A 
Comedy, acted at the Theatre Royal, by 


their Majeſties Servants. 
The Engliſh Monſieur, A Comedy, acted 


at the Theatre Royal, by their Majeſties Ser- 


Plays written by Mr. Crow. 


Caliſto: or, The Chaft Nymph. A Maſque | 
acted at Court, by the Lady 24ary, the Lad 
Amnne,and many other Perſons of the great 
Quality in Exgland. 

The Country-Wit. A Comedy, acted at 
the Dukes Theatre, S 4 The 
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+: The Deſtructionof Feruſalemby Titus Veſ- 
$at1an,..1n two: Parts, adted at the Theatre 
Royal, by their Majzſties Servants, | 


. Plays written by Mr. Zee, 


-i[/The!Tragedy.of vere. Atted at the Thea- 
treRoyal, by their Majeſties Servants. 

Sophonisba : or Hannibal overthrown; A 
Tragedy; acted at the Theatre Royal, by their 
Majelties Servants. ' 

The Court.of Auguſtus Ceſy, or Glide. 
A Tragedy, adted at the Theatre Royal, 

The Rival Queens : or, The Death of A/ex- 
anaer the Great, A Tragedy, acted at + the 
Theatre Royal. 

A The Pla Dealer. A Comedy, acted at the 
Theatre Royal, by their Majeſties Servants, 
Written by Mr. witherly, 

- The Miſtaken Husband, A Comedy, acted. 
at.the Theatre Royal, by their Majeſties Ser- 
vants, Part of it written by Fobz Dryaca Eſq. 

Madam Fickle : or, The Witty: Falſe-one. 
A Comedy, acted at the Dukes Theatre. 
Wiitten by Mr. Durfey, _ ... 

The Fond. Husband : or, The plotting $1- 
ſtexs, A Comedy, acted at the Dukes Thea- 
tre, Written by Mr, Durfey, 

 Mithriaates King of Pants, A Tragedy. 


The 
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The Fool turn'd Cimtique. 'A Comedy: : þ 
Sertorius, A Tr agedy, BY Mr, Bancroft. ; 


In Oftavo, 
Plato's Apologie of Socrates. * <1 
A Diſcourſe of the Idolatry of the Church 

of Rome. 

The Natural Hiſtory of the Paſhons. 
Covent-Garden Drollery : or a Collection 

of Poems, ec. | 4 

Lipſius of Conftancy. 4 


| Books of Devotion in Twelves, | 


ow Sy -..—» 


Moral Eiiays : in two Volumes. 
A Proſpect of Humane Miſery. 
The Vanity of Honour, Wealth and Plea- 
ſure, &*c. | | 
Biſhop Andrew's Devotions, 
Dr, Co/e's Devotions, or Daily Prayers. 


Novels in Twelves, | 


Zelinda : A Romance, Tranſlated from 
the fam'd Monſieur Scadery; By T, D, 

The Happy Slave : Compleat. 

The Unfortunate Hero, 


Count Briox : A pleaſant Novel, Tran: 
[lated 
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Dated from the French, by a Perſon of Qua- 
lity.. __ 
: The Obliging Miſtieſs. 

The Diſorles of Love, in Four Hiſtories : 
full of many pleaſant and true Adventures. 
Heroine Muſqueteer : Compleat. 


 Memoires of Madam Coloxna, 
 Almanzoy and Almanzaida, A Novel. 


The Double Cuckold, A pleaſant Novel. 


Some French Books. 


L' Eſprit du Chriſtianiſme ; ou,Sermon per 


Dr. Tilltfos. 
Rare-En-tout : A Comedie. 
La Bibles. 
La Plaumes. 
La Practiſe de Virtue Chreſtien, 
Galand Eſcroke. 
L' Heureux Eſclave ; in 3 Parts. 
Princeſle Momferrat. 
Duble Cocu. 
Triomph de I Amour. 
Le Cercle, ou Converſation. 
Le Delictos de la France: in 2 Vol. 


Treate Jelouſie. 


FINIS. 


